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introduction

WELCOME BACK
Dear AHA Families,
Welcome back to the 2020-21 academic school year. While this fall may not
resemble most returns to school at Holy Angels, we can assure you that you will
see and experience the best we can provide in a high-quality, faith-based
academic and college preparatory program. This COVID-19 Response
Plan/Reopening Policies & Procedures will provide a framework and a roadmap for
our school community in this journey.
This Response Plan is the result of many hours of study, investigation, research,
and planning. Holy Angels plans to implement a hybrid education model to begin
this school year with every intention to work toward a full return to an on-campus
model as soon as it is deemed safe for students, faculty, and staff. We strongly
believe that the AHAHybrid approach balances the health and safety of our School
community while providing the important environmental modifications needed
for in-person learning. Details of AHAHybrid are outlined in the booklet, and
included in it are the health and safety measures that will most effectively position
the School for a safe and responsible start to school.
What we think and what we believe can only come to fruition if we all work
together to ‘Be Part of the Solution’, a tenet of the AHA Way, as we address this
pandemic head on by following all the known best practices of the CDC, MDH, and
other state and national agencies. We are ready... and we are prepared! AHA
remains nimble to shift our model at any time to reflect the health needs of our
students or the changing demographics of this pandemic. Together, we can
overcome this obstacle and enjoy a safe return to the classroom sooner than later.
Please take the time to thoroughly read this plan. Our faculty and staff will be
diligent in their efforts to comply with those components that, when followed, can
keep our learners safe. We wish to thank you for your patience, as we navigate
these uncharted waters and continue to migrate toward that "best " plan. As
Governor Walz said earlier this spring, "Let’s not let perfect get in the way of good.”
It is our goal that our Stars, our teachers, and our families experience the good in
the days ahead. You have our word that we are, as a school community,
committed to that goal.
It is time for the school bell to ring and for us to greet your sons and daughters
safely at our doors.
Sincerely,
Tom Shipley
President

Heidi Foley
Principal
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LEARNING MODELS
AHAOnline - FULL DISTANCE LEARNING
All students learn via AHAOnline for 5 days/week.

Current
Phase

AHA will reopen
on August 31
in the
AHAHybrid
model.

AHAHybrid - COMBINATION OF ONLINE & ON CAMPUS
Students split alphabetically into 2 groups; each group will be on campus 2 days/week, online 2
days/week, and asynchronous 1 day. Siblings will be on the same schedule.
ON CAMPUS WITH RESTRICTIONS
All students will attend school on campus 5 days/week with comprehensive safety
measures in place.
ON CAMPUS WITH NO RESTRICTIONS (BACK TO "NORMAL")

PREPARING FOR FLEXIBILITY
The framework of these learning models is
flexible and allows for a smooth transition
between them based upon outside influences
such as county level coronavirus data,
outbreaks, and trending safety concerns by
local and state agencies. We ask that AHA
parents, students, faculty, and staff remain
patient during these transitions and
adjustment periods.

COMMUNICATION IS KEY
Updates and schedule changes will be communicated
to parents through the Stars Connection weekly enewsletter every Thursday, on the main AHA website in
the News & Happenings section, or via mid-week
emails when necessary. We will try to streamline all
communications to these options for clarity and
consistency.
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AHAHybrid OVERVIEW
What is a hybrid schedule? It’s sessions on campus and sessions at home.
Our model will provide two days of instruction on campus, two days at home
synchronously, and one day at home asynchronously.
What is synchronous and asynchronous? Synchronous is live learning that
enables both students at home and students at school to learn together with
the teacher. The fifth day, at home, is asynchronous learning, which means
students will work independently and contact teachers during their office hours
for one-on-one help online or on campus.
In order to provide a safe, social distance in our classrooms and facilities
and limit movement throughout the building, we have done two things:
1. We have devised a schedule for our courses that allows us to deliver two
lessons in one block session.
2. We have divided the student body into two groups, A-L (Group A) and M-Z
(Group B).
Additional information about AHAHybrid:
90 minute sessions provide time for delivery of 2 lessons.
Students will meet with teachers 4 out of 5 days a week, 2 on campus and 2
online.
Block scheduling mitigates movement in the building.
Groups A (last names A-L) and B (last names M-Z) are split, roughly 50%
of the alphabet.
Classes for group A and B start together whether you are on campus or at
home, and the teacher decides when/how the at-home groups stay live.
In a 5-day week, students receive 5 lessons to cover the curriculum.
Homeroom is used for convocations, liturgies, math time, English time, or
tutoring.
Buses on homeroom days will leave campus at their regular times after 2:40
p.m.
Students can study, socially distanced, in their homerooms or in a
designated study location.
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AHAHybrid SCHEDULE
AHAHybrid rotates between Blue, Gold, and Stars Days.
Blue Days represent periods 1-4.
Gold Days represent periods 5-7 with homeroom.
Stars Days are asynchronous learning days, typically but not always, on
Wednesdays. Asynchronous days provide us with additional time to sanitize
the facility, provide individual instruction to students, and provide our
teachers the very needed time of taking their regular classroom lessons and
transforming them to a hybrid model.

Group A is last names A-L and Group B is last names M-Z.
Please review the below schedule with your student;
the schedule begins August 31.

Periods 3 and 7 include a 30 minute lunch period.

For the most updated school schedule, visit myAHA.

ACADEMY OF HOLY ANGELS

PAGE 7

FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL
Following the AHAHybrid schedule, the first day
of school for everyone is Monday, August 31. It is a Blue Day.
Group A (last names A-L) is on campus.
Group B (last names M-Z) is online synchronously.
Period 1 begins at 7:50 a.m. for all students.
Students will attend periods 1-4.
The second day of school is Tuesday, September 1. It is a
Gold Day.
Group A (last names A-L) is online synchronously.
Group B (last names M-Z) is on campus.
Period 5 begins at 7:50 a.m. for all students.
Students will attend periods 5-7 followed by homeroom.
Wednesday, September 2 is the first asynchronous day, when
students will work independently from home and contact teachers
when needed.
Thursday, September 3 is a Gold Day.
Group A (last names A-L) is on campus.
Group B (last names M-Z) is online synchronously.
Period 5 begins at 7:50 a.m. for all students.
Students will attend periods 5-7 followed by homeroom.
Friday, September 4 is a Blue Day.
Group A (last names A-L) is online synchronously.
Group B (last names M-Z) is on campus.
Period 1 begins at 7:50 a.m. for all students.
Students will attend periods 1-4.
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ARRIVAL & DISMISSAL

Please review our updated arrival and dismissal procedures with
your student(s).

ARRIVAL
TO SCHOOL
The building will be open promptly at 7:00 a.m.
Students will be greeted and directed to enter one
of three doors: main Convocation Center entrance,
entrance to the Convocation Center located under
the skyway, or the Commons.
Students need to maintain 6 feet of social
distancing as they approach the door and wear
a mask. Students must wear a mask to enter the
building. We ask students to be vigilant and patient
during the entry process.
Once students enter the building, they will be
directed to one of the staff conducting the daily
temperature checks. There will be signs on the floor
to help maintain social distancing. Additionally,
students will be asked to look at the Health
Screening Checklist and confirm they have none of
the symptoms listed.

END OF DAY
DISMISSAL
After school, the building will be locked at
3:15 p.m. for the rest of day, so students
need to immediately leave the building and
campus unless they have a school-related
reason to stay.
After school, students cannot gather in the
lobby, hallways, locker rooms, or gym. If
students need a place to wait for schoolrelated activities (work study or practice), they
need to wait in the Commons, sitting at a
designated spot at one of the tables.

Once the check is complete, students will be
instructed to sanitize their hands at one of the
foaming stations before proceeding to their first
class of the day. Students are not to be in the
hallways, locker rooms, or gym. Students can sit in
the Commons/Annex or the library if their first class
of the day is not open when they arrive.

MOVEMENT AROUND THE BUILDING
Hallway movement will be in both directions, but students
need to stay to the right and walk in single file while staying
six feet apart. Stairwells will be one way, either an up
staircase or a down staircase. They will be clearly labeled.
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A DAY ON CAMPUS AT AHA
Many new procedures are in place in order to minimize risk
during on campus learning at Academy of Holy Angels.

Classrooms will be filled at
COVID capacity rate,
consisting of desks spaced
6 feet apart and sanitizing
stations.

AHAHybrid reduces the
number of students in the
building and allows for less
hallway congestion during
passing times.

All areas of the school will
be sanitized on a daily
basis, with high-touch
areas receiving more
frequent sanitization.

Hot lunch will be offered
by Taher Inc. Food Service
under safety provisions
and reduced lunchroom
capacity.

AHA will strictly follow
MSHSL guidelines
regarding athletics,
activities, practices, and
games. See website for
complete details.

Indoor group gatherings
such as assemblies and
Convocation will not take
place unless the school is
in Phase 3 or 4.

Masks are REQUIRED at all
times for any person in the
building, including all
students, faculty, and staff.

Liturgies will be celebrated
in smaller group sizes
outside (weather
permitting), distanced in
the gym, or shown virtually
during homeroom.

AHA will offer bus
transportation to those
who request it. Buses will
run at 50% capacity and
follow all CDC safety
protocols.

The building will be open
at 7:00 AM for student
arrival and will close at 3:15
PM. Please pick up your
students by 3:15 PM.

Teachers will encourage
outdoor class time when
applicable and possible. PE
courses will take place
outside (weather
permitting).

Visitors must schedule an
appointment in advance
for in-person meetings.
AHA cannot utilize inperson volunteer help at
this time.

AN IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT MASKS: A mask must be worn to enter the school building.
No mask, no admission. Masks must be worn while in the school building. The mask can be
a disposable surgical mask, a STARS mask that is sold in the Stars Spirit store, or a cloth
mask that is solid in color with no decorations, verbiage, or logos on it. All masks must cover
the nose and mouth and wrap securely around the face. Cloth masks must be made of at
least two layers of tightly woven cotton material such as quilting fabric or cotton sheets.
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DAILY VIGILANCE
ALL STUDENTS, FACULTY, AND STAFF ARE REQUIRED TO SCREEN
THEMSELVES BEFORE SCHOOL EVERYDAY BASED ON THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION FROM THE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH.

SYMPTOMS & EXPOSURE
Symptoms of COVID-19 include fever, cough, shortness of
breath, chills, headache, muscle pain, sore throat, fatigue,
congestion, or loss of taste or smell. Other less common
symptoms include gastrointestinal symptoms like nausea,
vomiting, or diarrhea. Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after
being exposed to the virus.

Exposure is defined as having
been within 6 feet of an
infected person for at least 15
minutes.

DAILY DECISION FLOW CHART
NO
SYMPTOMS

EXPOSURE,
NO SYMPTOMS

HAS
SYMPTOMS

COVID-19
DIAGNOSIS

ATTEND
SCHOOL*

STAY
HOME &
NOTIFY AHA
NURSE

STAY
HOME &
NOTIFY AHA
NURSE

STAY
HOME &
NOTIFY AHA
NURSE

*If your student presents a
fever or other symptom
upon entering school, you
will be notified and your
student will be sent home.

Home for 14
days after
exposure

Home for

Home for 10
days after
positive test

10 days after first symptoms AND no fever for 3 days
(without fever relieving medication) AND 3 days of symptom
improvement OR permission from a doctor to return to
school

If a student is quarantined and feels well enough to attend classes from
home, they will continue with their studies synchronously online.
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A COMMUNITY EFFORT
It will take a shared commitment from the school and all
AHA families to reduce the risk of coronavirus transmission.
Please screen your child(ren) before school each day based on
the decision flow chart on page 10.

OUR COMMITMENT:

TEMPERATURE
SCREENINGS
All AHA students will have their
temperature taken upon arrival at
school each day. Spacing of six
feet or more will be required of
those waiting for screening.

HAND
WASHING
Per the CDC, hand hygiene is an
integral part of the COVID-19
pandemic response. Bathrooms
will include posted reminders, and
hand sanitizing dispensers will be
found in all classrooms and
common areas

NURSING
STAFF

FREQUENT
SANITATION

The AHA school nurse and the
AHA COVID Coordinator will
work collaboratively to ensure
the health and safety of all
community members.

All areas of the school will be
sanitized on a daily basis, with
high-touch areas receiving more
frequent sanitization.

YOUR COMMITMENT:

FOLLOW HEALTH
AND SAFETY PLAN

STUDENTS WITH
SYMPTOMS

Symptoms screenings, along with
temperature checks, should occur
at home each morning before
heading to campus.

Students with symptoms
should STAY HOME and
contact their primary health
provider for further guidance.

PRAYER
We believe in the power of
prayer and ask you to pray
for our school community.

EMPATHY AND
PATIENCE
Practice empathy and
patience with other parents,
other students, and AHA
faculty and staff.
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STAYING ENGAGED
FROM HOME
AHA has made a significant investment in new technology and tools
to ensure students are able to communicate, stay engaged, and
achieve their full potential during these extraordinary times.

first day of school

TECHNOLOGY
Our robust technology includes enhanced visuals through an HD
webcam, enhanced audio through an omni-directional
microphone and speakers, as well as additional monitors for the
teacher to be able to see and interact with students at home as
well as on campus. Our wireless network has been upgraded in
arrival time
both capacity and speed.

8:00 AM

UNIFORM AT HOME
Whether students are working on campus or online, they are
attending school and visible to their teachers and classmates.
This requires that even when working online, students are in
uniform and abiding by the same expectations for behavior as
they would if they were in the building. At home, students must
wear a uniform approved top. Hats and hoodies are not
acceptable. The student’s total face must be seen; sunglasses
and masks are not permitted. Students cannot use an emoji to
represent themselves while attending school online. Students
must be at a desk or table in a well-lit area while attending
classes.

FAMILY DECISION REQUIRED
AHA will begin the academic school year in a hybrid model that will bring students
on campus 2 days/week. Parents have the option for their student(s) to receive
exclusive distance learning from home. Should you wish to select full time
d i s t a n c e l e a r n i n g (A H A O n l i n e) , p l e a s e C L I C K H E R E t o f i l l o u t t h e f o r m t h a t i s d u e
by August 21, 2020. This information will help with safety plans and accurate
classroom attendance.
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STUDENT SUPPORT
All AHA students will continue to receive the comprehensive programs
from our counseling staff in order to fully support their learning and their
college and career preparation.

COLLEGE & CAREER CENTER
The College and Career Counselors will continue the 4-year college planning
process with all students.
All meetings with them will be scheduled in advance and held in-person, when
possible, for students and held virtually with parents. Meetings with college
representatives will be scheduled in advance for students and done virtually.
You can expect the same timeline, curriculum, and support from the college
counselors.
Ann Kjorstad, College Counselor, A-L
Tina Proctor, College Counselor, M-Z
Mary Kelly, College and Career Assistant

GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT
Academic, Personal, Learning Variations, and RTI (response to intervention)
Students can see their counselors in-person and online for questions about
their schedule, their courses, and personal/social-emotional counseling. Our
counselors are here to help students during AHAHybrid, just as they are during
a regular school day and schedule. Parents can meet with counselors online and
by scheduled appointments.
Sarah Taffe, Guidance Department chair, A-L
Jake Schuman, Guidance Counselor, M-Z
Alicia Jacobson, Personal Counselor
Deirdre Hocks, Learning Variations Specialist
Jim Gunderson, RTI Coordinator
Gina Meacham, Registrar
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KEY AREAS OF
PREPAREDNESS
Academy of Holy Angels is committed to the
the following guidelines.

MAINTAINING
HEALTHY FACILITIES
Routine cleaning and disinfecting of
classroom surfaces, restrooms,
lunchrooms, meeting rooms, athletic
facilities, buses, and drop-off and pickup
locations.

MAINTAINING
HEALTHY OPERATIONS
Families, students, and employees have
been informed of and encouraged to selfmonitor for signs and symptoms of
COVID-19 through daily health screenings
(refer to page 10).

COMMUNICATING, TRAINING,
AND EDUCATING
Parents, staff, teachers, and others in the
school community have been educated
on health and safety procedures for
shared involvement and responsibility.

ADD THESE
ITEMS TO YOUR
SHOPPING LIST:

THERMOMETER

PERSONAL
WATER BOTTLE

MASK OR
FACE COVERING
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final thoughts

A PRAYER FOR
HEALTH, SAFETY,
AND PEACE
O Mary, full of grace,
Patroness of this nation and Mother of the Church,
in this time of illness, unrest, and worldwide need,
we seek your intercession for the Academy of Holy Angels
family and for our troubled world.
We ask for strength in adversity, health in weakness, and
peace and justice in our communities.
Help us, O Blessed Mother, to be filled with confidence
and trust in the tender compassion of our God.
Continue to watch over all who are sick and give wisdom to
all who are seeking a cure and working for peace.
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

THANK YOU TO OUR REOPENING LEADERS!

School Preparedness Task Force
David Devine, Chair
Pam Matthews Kerber
Brian McCartan
Mark Melhorn
Dan Meyers

Jim Page
Dave Pelner
Kristi Rollwagen
Doug Vinge

Instructional Delivery &
Planning Task Force
Heidi Foley, Chair
Gretchen Amigon
Anastasia Benz
Shane Cody
Chris DeCrans

Jillian Harvalis
Susie Laird
Lindsay Stone
Sarah Taffe
Case Unverzagt
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CLICK HERE
to contact faculty
and staff

6600 Nicollet Avenue South, Richfield, MN 55423
WWW.ACADEMYOFHOLYANGELS.ORG | 612.798.2600

OUR MISSION

The mission of Academy of Holy Angels is to educate and nurture a diverse student
population so that each student, as a whole person, may achieve full potential to excel
intellectually, to live spiritually, to lead responsibly, to act justly, and to serve selflessly.

