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The mission of Academy of Holy Angels is to educate and nurture a diverse
student population so that each student, as a whole person, may achieve
full potential to excel intellectually, to live spiritually, to lead responsibly, to act
justly and to serve selflessly.
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Each Communiqué is a small gift to alumni and to our AHA community.
On the cover are two top junior students,
Gihara Perera and Hendri Carpio. Standing
behind them are Pat McGruder Willette ’62
(Angies Luncheon Committee member),
Joan Willenberg Rourke ’65 (Alumni Board
and Rock the Lawn Committee member
and AHA grandmother), and Sister of
St. Joseph and former AHA Principal
Sr. Katherine Egan. The picture is intended
to demonstrate the care and support our
current Stars receive from our founders,
the Sisters of St. Joseph, and from our
wonderful alumni! In this edition you can
read about so many clear signs of support,
an Angies Luncheon hosted by the CSJs, a
scholarship set up by our hockey alumni,
Joe Berg ’05 returning to work at Holy
Angels and to coach the Stars, an honor for
Ann Steim Ahlstrom ’70 for her work on the
AHA Board — just to name a few. Enjoy!
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FROM THE PRESIDENT AND PRINCIPAL

Spring greetings from Academy of Holy Angels
As I write this letter, I am anxiously awaiting the expected gift
of the transition from winter to spring. It certainly is time!
There is such a beautiful coincidence that occurs as Lent, just
like spring, signals new beginnings in the resurrection at Easter.
The 2017-18 school year begins to wind down as well, but it
has provided so many exciting and wonderful experiences for
our students and faculty both inside the classroom and on the
field, stage and other venues. Many of those accomplishments
are highlighted in this issue of the Communiqué. A popular
saying around campus these days is, “It’s a great time to be a
Star!”
It is difficult to be part of a school community these days
without being sensitive to the violence that has seeped into
our nation’s schools. This heightened sense of concern causes
education communities to self-examine the safety of our
students, faculty and staff. Academy of Holy Angels is no
different. We too have gone to great measures to prepare
our faculty, students and staff in the best and most effective
procedures in responding to an event at our school. Under
the guidance of assistant principal, Mark Melhorn, and with
resources provided by the Richfield Police Department, we

have engaged in extensive procedures to train our students
and staff in appropriate measures should Holy Angels be faced
with an incident. In addition, we have continued to upgrade
our facilities with excellent monitoring and building access
equipment. We feel that preparedness is of utmost importance
as we take every effort to create the safest environment for the
AHA family.
In closing, I thank you for your continued support of our
great school. I ask that you continue our efforts in school safety
by your prayers for our students and staff. I encourage you to
join the national conversation established by the brave students
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida
to help support efforts to make schools a
place where all feel safe to learn.
With God’s Blessings,

Thomas E. Shipley
President

AHA’s STEM evolution
These are exciting times at Holy Angels. It’s early spring and
already we are actively preparing and practicing for graduation.
The timeless tradition of processing through the front doors
of Academy of Holy Angels, dressed in white with red roses,
is a rite of passage for our students and one of nostalgia for
alumni. This formal ceremony marks the end of a student’s high
school academic career and the commencement of college. As
I hand diplomas to AHA graduates, I can say with confidence
that they have completed the requirements of a rigorous college
preparatory curriculum.
One area of our curriculum we continue to focus on is
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (stem). We are
expanding our stem program to provide more sophisticated
experiences for students. We are in the planning phase of
initiatives that will upgrade and acquire more technology,
equipment, and training that make today’s coursework more
engaging.
We intend to remodel and repurpose existing space for greater
classroom functionality and build a practical and safe chemical
storage center. AHA will identify and design smart, costeffective remodeling projects that upgrade our existing science
classrooms and convert existing spaces into high-quality areas
for robotics and other stem-related activities. For example,
buying new sinks and extending existing plumbing to one of
our current general science classrooms will transform it into an
excellent AP biology classroom.
We plan to enhance the safety features and square footage
of the robotics program, which is a growing interest for high

school students nationwide. Robotics offers the opportunity
to teach important science and technology concepts and
programming, as well as team work, problem-solving, and
collaboration.
Plans also include a new state-of-the art, multi-functional
research lab. Holy Angels will build a large, flexible, collegiatelevel stem lab with adjoining breakout classroom space.
stem-related classes will be able to rotate through the space
throughout the day, conducting real-world, applied research in
conjunction with an expanded network of business, collegiate,
and government partners. The space would have enough
equipment to meet the different needs of each discipline area
and would also have the size and space for more advanced,
student-led, real-world research projects.
Envisioning the future and the evolution of an AHA
education takes many minds. Our faculty deeply supports the
success of our students and academic programs. Each day, I
am thankful for their commitment to our school’s mission,
and I am blessed to work alongside such
intelligent educators who dedicate their
time and talent to our students of today
and tomorrow.

Heidi J. Foley
Principal
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AROUND THE CAMPUS

Lenten service & reflection
Students continued to serve our community in various
ways during the Lenten season. Above, students
collected school supplies for Mission Haiti — an
organization providing aid, education and spiritual
guidance to children in Haiti.

Additionally, on March 21, the school community
came together to take time to reflect on the Passion
and Death of our Lord and to celebrate the Sacrament
of Reconciliation. The Campus Ministry Team (CMT)
shared the traditional Way of the Cross with the

Knowledge Bowl advances to State
Knowledge Bowl competitions are interdisciplinary
academic contests in which teams of students compete
in written and oral rounds by answering questions
related to all areas of learning typical of secondary
education programs.
Pictured (left): John Vollmers, Jocelyn Reiter, Nick
Meyer, Brennan Bauer and John Lindholm celebrate
after earning a spot in the State Tournament which
will occur in mid-April.
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AROUND THE CAMPUS
Academics & Athletics: striking a balance
AHA students are an engaged group. Currently 94% of the student body
participates in one or more of the 70 sports and activities offered to them.
Our student-athletes continue to have success balancing their time and
commitment to both school work and extracurricular activities. During the
2017-18 winter athletics season alone, the following academic recognitions
were earned by the Stars:
• Boys hockey was named the State Class AA Boys Hockey Team
Academic Champions with an average grade point average of 3.86!
• Girls hockey players Kate Cressy and Finn Larson, both seniors,
received Academic All-State recognition from the Minnesota State
Coaches Association.
• Boys basketball received first place in the Section AAA Minnesota
State Coaches Association Academic Championship.
Athletic Director Michael Kautzman believes these awards are “a testament
to Academy of Holy Angels’ coaches for creating a culture where being a
student-athlete is a priority and also to the hard work of the students and
caring mentorship of their teachers.”

Girls basketball team plays in State
tournament for third consecutive year
The Stars girls basketball team was Tri-Metro West Conference
Champions and finished as Consolation Champions in the State
Class AAA at Williams Arena.

students and staff through prayer, reflection
and music. In the reflections, CMT associated
the teachings with contemporary issues
relevant to today’s world on a personal,
school and societal level.

Table tennis earns
third in State
Congratulations to Julie Miler,
Julia Zappa, Melissa Nguyen and
Amanda Grams on finishing third in
the Table Tennis State Tournament!
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AROUND THE CAMPUS

Learning and thriving with an invisible disability
A journey of dyslexia for one AHA family
Academy of Holy Angels’ weekly
Convocation is an all-school assembly
in which different topics and speakers
are presented to the student body each
week. On March 8, the particular topic
was dyslexia and senior Holly Lutgen
came confident and prepared to lead the
presentation to 660 of her peers. Holly
recalled a story from first grade, sharing
that her father, Ed Lutgen ’90, made her
read the book Green Eggs and Ham,
which took her almost an hour and a
half to read. Years later, when talking to
a classmate in school who was reading

Harry Potter, Holly realized something was wrong. She
quickly understood that reading was something that was easy
for her peers yet very difficult for her.
Holly continued to fall behind and eventually was evaluated
for a learning disability. She had a large gap between her
intelligence and how she was testing in reading that led
to diagnosis of dyslexia. She received an Individualized
Education Program (IEP) which helps students with learning
disabilities receive individualized instruction, tutoring and
support along with accommodations in school. When Holly
entered a large middle school, she learned to be an advocate
for herself — often bringing her IEP to teachers who didn’t
know she had dyslexia.
At the Convocation, Holly continued to share her journey
through high school at Holy Angels. As a freshman and
new to a Catholic school, she was shy at first and avoided
participating in class. As the years have gone by, and with the
help of teachers and peers, Holly has learned to accept and
embrace her disability. She serves on Campus Ministry Team
and plays varsity tennis and softball.
Holly has received support through the Learning Variations
department at AHA. Ms. Janet Oliver, a learning variations
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specialist, assists students like
Holly and helps them reach their
goals. After seeing Holly present
at convocation, Ms. Oliver said,
“Simply put, it is hard work to
have dyslexia! Holly has amazing
persistence, endurance and time
management skills. She is very
focused on her goals. She is very
open about her dyslexia and
articulates her needs well. I think
the work AHA’s teachers do to
accommodate students like Holly is
remarkable. No one has ever said
‘Why should I do that for her when
Above, Holly with her
I don’t do it for everyone else?’”
parents, Ed ’90 &
After sharing her personal
Linda, and siblings
story, Holly then introduced her
Hunter (sophomore) &
Hannah (7th grade).
aunt and AHA alum, Jennifer
Lutgen ’94. Jennifer too shared
Left, Jenny Lutgen ’94,
how she navigated grade school
Lyn Lutgen, Holly
through high school with dyslexia.
Lutgen ’18 & Ms.
She spoke about her career and
Oliver after Holly’s
how she is able to serve on the
presentation in March.
executive management team at her
company and work with some of
the most well-known companies in
the world — all while having dyslexia. Jennifer said to the
student body, “I’ve walked these same halls as you. We all
have our own situations and challenges. The more we can be
empathetic to those around us, the better we all will be.”
After the Convocation, both her parents, Ed and Linda
Lutgen, and her aunt, Jennifer, were very inspired by Holly’s
ability to so openly and confidently share her experiences
and challenges with her peers. “Holly’s experience at AHA
has been great. She has developed into a beautiful, confident,
compassionate, intelligent, mature, socially and spiritually
adept young woman,” Ed shared, “Ms. Oliver has been a
huge cheerleader for Holly and some of the other teachers
have been supportive and flexible with Holly’s situation.
Holly has had some of the same teachers I had almost 30
years ago which complements the AHA community culture.
The last four years have gone quickly, yet have set the
foundation for her continued success in college and her life
journey.”
Holly said many times that she is proud to be dyslexic
and proud to be who she is today; she says that overcoming
the challenges of dyslexia has transformed her into the
hardworking person she has become. After graduating from
AHA this June, Holly plans to attend either the University of
St. Thomas or St. Mary’s University of Minnesota and major
in French and psychology.

AROUND THE CAMPUS

Joe Berg ’05: A committed alum,
coach, and staff member
Since graduating from Academy of
Holy Angels in 2005, Joe Berg hasn’t
spent much time away from campus.
He has been busy coaching Stars
volleyball, softball and girls basketball
for the past eight years. “When I
returned to AHA as a coach in 2010,
some of the programs were averaging
five wins a season,” recalls Berg.
“In the last three seasons, we have
been to state multiple times, won
conference championships and state
championships and have averaged 20+
wins per season.” Previous to working
at Holy Angels, he worked in a variety
of roles — athletic director, teacher
and coach — at Saint Helena Catholic
School in Minneapolis for seven years.
“It’s been very rewarding to see the
culture of these programs change over
the years,” Berg continues. “Today, the
expectation is an annual appearance
at the state tournament and finishing
on top of our respective classes and
conferences. With success comes
high expectations and now that
these programs are there, the next

challenge is maintaining that level of
play from year to year. When you get
your opponent’s best game every time
you compete, it’s exciting as a coach
to prepare and be a part of those
challenges. There is a lot of time and
effort that goes into each season
and it’s a real testament to all of the
players who have gone through the
programs over the years and the work
our current student athletes continue
to do in order to maintain our high level
of competition.”
In 2016, Berg accepted a full-time
role in the admissions department
at AHA in addition to his busy
coaching schedule. He focuses on
the marketing side of the admissions
process, including school visits,
advertisements, and managing the
school’s social media presence. When
asked about the opportunity to work
with prospective students, Berg shared,
“I get to talk about a place every day
that helped shape and nurture me as a
person. It’s been very enjoyable being
able to share my AHA experiences and

all of the impressive achievements of
our students with prospective families
and those who follow our social media.
I am thrilled for our large incoming
class of 2022 and the memories they
are going to create over their time
at AHA.”
Joe Berg was recently nominated
as a Star Tribune Coach of the Year.
If he is chosen as the winner, the
Academy of Holy Angels athletic
program will receive a $5,000 donation
from Luther Auto.

Berg ’05 is assistant coach for the varsity volleyball team,
who finished third in State this season.
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COMMUNITY AWARDS

2018 Donor and Volunteer Recognition Reception
On March 19, more than 100 community members
came together to honor of the following award
recipients and share in their passion and ongoing
commitment to Academy of Holy Angels.

2018 Rising Star Award:
Mary McGuire ’07
Mary has a successful career in the
journalism industry. She is currently a
reporter at WCCO-TV in Minneapolis. Mary
attended the College of Communications
and Fine Arts at Loyola Marymount
University in Los Angeles. Mary then earned
her master’s degree in journalism at the
University of Missouri where she was
selected as the 2013 David Kaplan Memorial Fellow.
Mary is a parishioner at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church
in Edina. She lives in the metro area with her rescue dog and
recently got engaged to the love of her life, Brett, in January.

2018 Activities Hall of Fame Inductee:
Paul Peterson ’83
Paul is the youngest member of
the Peterson family, known as
Minnesota’s First Family of Music.
Upon his AHA graduation, Prince
enlisted Paul as a keyboard player
for the movie Purple Rain. Paul
then took the lead vocalist spot
in the Prince-produced group The
Family before becoming a solo
artist and scoring many hits. Paul
has recorded, toured or written
with musicians including Steve
Miller, Peter Frampton, Prince,
George Benson, Kenny Loggins,
and others.
Paul has generously taken a
lead role with AHA’s Rock the Lawn
event, not only playing as headliner,
but producing the shows to ensure
the success of the event. He
married his high school sweetheart
Julie Ryan ’83 in 1990. They have
two daughters, Kelly and Taylor.
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Jerry Meyer, Paul Peterson ’83, Ann Stiehm Ahlstrom ’70,
Tom Shipley, Curt and Karen Hoffman, Sandra and Kevin O’Brien
and Mary McGuire ’07 at the 2018 Donor & Volunteer
Recognition Reception at Minnesota Valley Country Club.

2018 Possumus Award:
Curt and Karen Hoffman, alumni parents
Curt and Karen were extremely
active parents when their
three children — Megan ’12,
Adam ’14 and Danny ’16 —
attended AHA. For many years,
they served as team parents
for football and basketball.
Karen was an active contributor
to the Starfest Committee, Booster Club and Steak Fry. Curt
spearheaded fundraising and increased visibility for all fall and
winter programs.
Curt is the owner of Hoffman Financial Services, which
provides financial planning and business consulting services,
and together, they both manage real estate. Even though
their children have graduated, they are grateful that they have
remained committed to supporting Academy of Holy Angels.

2018 Possumus Award:
Kevin and Sandra O’Brien, alumni parents
Kevin and Sandra have been
longstanding supporters and
volunteers at Academy of Holy
Angels. Kevin served on the
AHA Board of Trustees as well
as on the Development and
Governance Committees of the
Board. Sandra volunteered in
a variety of capacities at AHA. She served as co-chair of the
Mother/Son and Father/Daughter Dinner Dances planning
committee for ten years. She also helped the school increase
its recycling efforts through the Environmental Sustainability
Committee.
Throughout their family’s time at AHA, Kevin and Sandra
have also been consistent supporters of the school, giving
consistently to the AHA Annual Fund, Starfest, and the school’s
recent capital initiatives.

COMMUNITY AWARDS

Angelus Award:
Ann Stiehm Ahlstrom ’70, alumni parent

St. Joseph Award:
Jerry Meyer, alumni parent and grandparent

Ann S. Ahlstrom is a former member of
the AHA Board of Trustees and was the
first alumnus to serve as Board Chair. Ann
was also alumni co-chair for the Expanding
Horizons campaign with Rick Rodier ’78.
Their efforts set a new standard for alumni
involvement which has continued to grow
since the early 2000s. In her senior
yearbook, when asked to name her life’s ambitions. Ann’s
wrote “to build a bridge over the courtyard.” She was part of
the board that approved the plan to build the Convocation
Center, which indeed does bridge the M-building to the rest of
Holy Angels across the courtyard. She was one of the first to
turn a shovel at the groundbreaking.
Ann graduated from the College of St. Benedict and then
Mitchell-Hamline Law School (then William Mitchell College
of Law). After law school, she has had a successful career at
both the state and county level advocating for neglected and
abused children. She currently staffs the Hennepin County
Board’s Child Well-being Advisory Committee, which advises
county management and staff on policies and strategies, to
improve the well-being of children.
Ann and her husband, Neil, are alumni parents (Eric
Ahlstrom, ’02) and have been loyal and generous donors to
AHA. They were also founding members of the Academy of Holy
Angels Legacy Society.

Jerry Meyer and his wife, Kathy, were key
members of the early lay leadership for
AHA. They were part of an integral group
that helped the school transition to a
co-educational institution. While Jerry served
on the AHA board, his most important
contribution was helping lead the “new” gym
project that was completed in 1980. He was
very involved with all aspects of the project, including leading
the fundraising effort, helping find the general contractor, and
reviewing construction options and bids. As one school leader
from the time noted, “It most likely would not have happened
without him.” Jerry and Kathy and Helen and Rod Biedron also
started the Tax Incentive Raffle dinner, a fundraising event that
was a precursor to today’s Starfest auction and gala.
Jerry and Kathy have been loyal donors to AHA and were one
of the first members of the Academy of Holy Angels Legacy
Society. In fact, Kathy has already been honored with the
Angelus Award, an award specifically for alums. It is fitting to
honor Jerry separately at this time for his service. As Sr. Susan
Oeffling noted, “[Jerry] was always so supportive of the school
and his kids. Through his gentle, unassuming manner in which
he supported AHA, it was never for his own aggrandizement.”
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Rock the Lawn 2018 is June 22
Rock the Lawn is an all-community outdoor music concert
celebrating Holy Angels! The event includes a Mass, tours,
music, food, beer and wine and great fellowship too!

THE MUSIC

Our opening act is the legendary and award-winning
jazz vocalist Patty Peterson. The second band is The Mark
Miller Band. Our headliner is Matt Kirby ’00 and
Sneaker 2 Bombs, who were a big hit in 2017!

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS:
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John Duval ’93

Paul Schoenecker ’83

Kelly O’Neil ’97

Rick Welter ’93

Patrick Sullivan ’08

Phil Kopischke

2018 SCHEDULE
REGISTER TODAY at

academyofholyangels.org/
rockthelawn

Ticket Prices are $20
NEW FOR 2018: Our VIP Ticket is $75.
This includes a concert ticket, drink tickets,
appetizers and premium wine and additional beer
selections — and easier access to the restrooms!!

6 pm

Mass

6:30 pm

Self-guided tours of AHA

6:30 pm

Food and Bar open on the lawn

6:30 pm

MN Jazz Legend Patty Peterson

7:30 pm

Music Break

7:45 pm

The Mark Miller Band

9 pm

Music Break

9:30 pm

Sneaker 2 Bombs

11 pm

End

Shane Grutsch ’91 and
Saint Paul Commodities,
sponsor of the beer tent
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NEWS FOR ALUMS

Alums Return To Holy Angels
2018 Junior College Planning Day

Hoops for Haiti

In conjunction with Annunciation and
youth director Jimmy Dunn ’85 and Claire
Hogan ’15, AHA hosted Hoops for Haiti,
which raised funds for a school in Haiti.
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Alumni from a variety of classes and from
a variety of careers returned to AHA to
assist with Junior College Planning Day.
Thank you Alums!

NEWS FOR ALUMS

to mentor, raise funds and reconnect!
Alumni Hockey

Alumni
Networking
Event

AHA Alumni returned to AHA to see one another, play some hockey and to
raise much-needed funds for the Joe Cure '02 Scholarship. Thank you all!

Tom Thissen ’85, president and owner
of Award Staffing, returns to AHA as a
career speaker in March of 2018.

Below, the AHA Alumni
Board sponsored a
networking event at
WeWork in December
of 2017.
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NEWS FOR ALUMS

Kelly Cure ’04: AHA is “the biggest blessing”

Kelly with the women of the Mpaka Refugee Camp in Swaziland

I have had an incredible journey since
starting high school in 2000 and
Academy of Holy Angels helped form
the person that I am today. Even after
all this time, my nearest and dearest
extended family members are the
friends I met in high school. As I reflect
on my time at AHA, one of the most
important things was the incredible
community of teachers, friends and
coaches who allowed me to try, test and
most importantly fail in a nurturing
environment. AHA opened my eyes
to other cultures and taught me how
much I loved learning from people from
different backgrounds.
I studied international business and
marketing at the University of Kansas.
After college I accepted a consulting
job that allowed me to travel. Soon, I
had the opportunity to live and work in
London where I spent two wonderful
years traveling around Europe and the
African continent. I returned home to
the US where I found myself wondering
what I should do next. Shortly after
my return to the US, I received a job
12 COMMUNIQUÉ SPRING 2018

offer in Swaziland. Originally my job in
Swaziland was consulting on renewable
energy opportunities through a nonprofit company. I immediately learned
how efficiently a company can run with
very limited resources.
I enjoyed the work and was able
to present the finding of my research
to a forestry company. The potential
to create biomass power for the nation
made economic sense and had the
potential to create over 200 permanent
jobs in a country with over 20%
unemployment. It would also positively
affect an economy whose people were
suffering from a devastating AIDS
epidemic — over 30%, the worst in
the world. I also fell in love with the
country and the culture. Swazi people
are very peaceful, welcoming and a bit
reserved. I was lucky to meet wonderful
new friends. At the end of my contract,
it was time to move back to the US.
I spent a month at home with my
family as our world was rocked after
the death of my older brother, Joe,
our family rock and the biggest AHA

enthusiast around! Our
family felt the power
and enormous support
of being a part of the
amazing AHA family.
During my time home, I
spent a lot of time soul
searching once again
and decided I wanted to
return to Swaziland.
For the past two years
I have been working
on implementing two
strategic projects: One
to develop a renewable
energy biomass power
plant to supply the
country with stable
electricity and second
working with the thirty
communities surrounding
the company’s 55,000
hectare planted forest.
These projects have had
many challenges, but we
have had many successes
too and presently the community
forestry program is thriving.
One of my favorite parts of living in
Swaziland is the number of side projects
I am involved in. I teach a weekly hiphop dance class and a group of friends
and I started the “Free to Dream
Movement” where we collaborate
with youth in a local refugee camp
that houses 300+ refugees mostly from
the Democratic Republic of Congo,
Burundi and Rwanda and provide
resources to ensure they keep dreaming
big despite dire living situations.
Presently I am hoping to continue
the progress on the projects before
returning to the states to be closer to
family. I will hopefully start grad school
towards a MBA in 2019. As a family
we often say how incredibly thankful
we are for the way AHA changed
and enhanced our lives. The AHA
community has shaped our family and
all our futures — the biggest blessing!
Thank you AHA!
by Kelly Cure ’04

NEWS FOR ALUMS

A conversation with Chris Vosbeek ’82
President and Executive Director at Habitat for Humanity of Minnesota
What impact has Holy Angels had on your life? AHA has
had a big impact on me. I had the wonderful opportunity
to go to high school with bright, talented, eclectic kids from
all over the Twin Cities. We had a lot of fun together! AHA
teachers looked at us as “whole people” and treated us with
a great deal of respect. Yet they expected the same level of
respect in return. Our teachers pushed and prodded us to
achieve our potential, even though at the time we did not
fully understand what we were capable of becoming. AHA
allowed us to further our spirituality while we explored
the meaning and significance of serving others. All of this
happened under the umbrella of
being held responsible for our
actions and being expected to act
fairly to our fellow man. It was
a beautiful time to be at Holy
Angels and I’m pleased it holds to
these values today.

What does an AHA and Catholic education mean to you and
your family? My parents’ sacrifice for our Catholic education
from grade school through Holy Angels was evident for
myself and three siblings. However, a high-quality education
afforded us more than we ever realized at the time. The
experience gave me a wonderful foundation which allowed
me to graduate from the College of St. Thomas and meet my
wonderful wife, Lisa. We are now blessed with more friends
than we can keep up with. We were also blessed to have three
children, all of whom we were able to send to Catholic grade
school and high school. The Catholic education which our

What do AHA alumni have in
common? The word “goodness”
resounds with me. Whenever I
have the opportunity to connect,
reconnect or just run into an old
friend from AHA I seem to leave
happier than before. AHA alums
have a level of goodness and
positive energy about themselves.
We truly believe in helping our
fellow man for the good of the
community. This in turn gives us
a sense of personal satisfaction
and true happiness.
How does Habitat for Humanity
The Vosbeek family: Meghan, Chris, Katie, Lisa and Tom.
and your work there serve the
common good? Habitat for
Humanity has allowed me to put
children experienced has been fantastic and even though it
my personal values together with my business career and
was on the other side of the river (St. Paul), it truly mirrors
experiences to live out the values we all try to live. What got
that which AHA models.
me into Habitat for Humanity over a decade ago as a board
Thank you Holy Angels for your wonderful community
member was one of their original sayings, “It’s a Hand Up,
and the values you hold so dearly! The leadership, personal
not a Hand Out.” We give others a hand up so that they
freedoms, faith-filled community, respect for others, and
can succeed in life. We are only part of the solution. We give
model of service you nurtured in 1982 and today is a
our partner families a path and work with them side by side
wonderful gift. Keep up the positive impact you are having on
for the positive outcomes associated with affordable home
the community around us all. Finally, congratulations to my
ownership. Our families have to qualify for the opportunity
1982 classmates who are making a positive impact on their
to own a home, go through an education process, put
communities today.
in sweat equity and then they can own a home with an
affordable mortgage. We truly value what each individual
God Bless!
contributes for a positive solution in affordable housing. This
is truly the best way I have found for hard working people
Chris Vosbeek, AHA Class of 1982
and families to have an opportunity to beat the poverty cycle.
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NEWS FOR ALUMS

Alumnae Luncheon

The Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet and Academy of
Holy Angels are excited to offer and co-host the AHA Alumnae
Luncheon on Friday, May 4. The event is for our pre-co-ed “Angies”
and will include social time, a luncheon and a program. There is
also an optional all-school St. Joseph the Worker prayer service at
the beginning and tours of AHA at the end.

Friday, May 4, 2018

Co-Hosted by The Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet and Academy of Holy Angels

CSJ Planning Committee

Sr. Katherine McLaughlin (St. Philip),
Sr. Susan Hames (Philippa), Sr. Kay Egan
(Noel), Sr. Susan Oeffling (Inez)

Program Agenda
10:15 am............. St. Joseph the Worker Prayer Service
in the AHA Gymnasium
10:45 am............. Social and refreshments
11:00 am............. Luncheon in the AHA Library
11:45 am............. PROGRAM
Welcome by Tom Shipley, President
AHA Academics by Heidi Foley, Principal

RSVP by April 27!

To reserve your place please email Chris at
rsvp@ahastars.org or call 612-798-2620

Convenient parking available
Alumnae Planning Committee
Michelle DuPont Johnson ’80
Pam Matthews Kerber ’73
Joan Willenburg Rourke’65
Annette Margarit ’73

The CSJs and AHA by Susan Hames ’62,
CSJ Province Leader

Margie Hayes Bednarz ’59

An AHA Reflection by Kathleen Blatz ’72

Sheila Clifford Lind ’65

Gratitude by an AHA Student

Pat McGruder Willette ’62

12:30 pm............ Tours of AHA and guests depart
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Margie Mexner Cesarek ’73
Lois Johnson Johnson ’62
Louise Rogers Griffith ’64

CLASS NOTES

CLASS NOTES
1950s
In August, Millie Adams Dosh ’57 travelled to Ireland with
sister Madonna ’54 and three other women in her family to
visit cousins and enjoy the country. 

Roberta Morris McInerney ’61 writes that her husband of
48 years, Gary, passed away in 2013. At that time, they were
expecting their great-granddaughter, who is now turning five.
Roberta met her current husband, Matt Harrington, and they
were married in 2016; they both serve in pro-life ministry
together. Roberta has four children, ten grandchildren, two
great-grandchildren and eight step grandchildren.
Members of the 1968 Planning Committee meet in the AHA
Archive room to discuss their 50th Reunion in 2018. 

Ann Dalsin Flynn ’59 shared this photo from the wedding
of her grandson, Leo Flynn. 

Paula Tonskemper
Viehman, Linda
Quinn Olson, Barb
Hessler Greenwood,
Mary Hendrickson
Kelly, Kathy
Scudder Hansen.
Not pictured: Kathy
Mulvehill Graczyk

Six AHA friends and classmates from the AHA
Class of 1969 joined together for a pre-holiday
performance of “Sister Act” at the Chanhassen
Dinner Theater.

Angies, Co-Stars and Stars fill the wedding of Leo Flynn and Megan Stinchfield on
October 21, 2017. They include: Ann Dalsin Flynn ’59, Mary Flynn Bigler ’81, John Flynn
(groom’s father) ’83, JoAnn Flynn Kemper ’84, Kate Flynn Nicklay ’85, Patty Flynn
Huss ’86, Dave Huss ‘86, Ben Huss ’12, Tom Huss ’14, Evan Huss ’18, Maggie Lynch ’12,
Bridget Thomson ’14, Megan Nicklay ’13, Charlie Nicklay ’15, Will Nicklay ’18, Emily
Martin ’15, Tom Martin ’17, Grace Martin ’19.

Left to right, front: Linda (Poncin) Fugina, Mary
Beth (O’Meara) Moynihan, Cindy (Shuck) Larson.
Left to right, back: Kathy (Johnson) Lucas,
Mary (Freeman) Rigney, Joanne (Zilka) Langsdorf.

1960s
Hello to all AHA friends! Last year on August 19 Stan and I celebrated our 50th wedding
anniversary with our three sons, daughters-in-law and seven grandchildren! We spent the
weekend at a hotel and shared memories, good times and much laughter! When our
private dinner ended, we went back to our suite to share a special anniversary cake, upon
finding our grandchildren, ages 5 to 23, ‘in costumes’ to surprise us with a family version
of “Let’s Make a Deal!” ‘the big deal’ was a surprise train trip to Chicago, where we’d
never been, and an incredible four days at the world famous Palmer House Hotel. It was
amazing! I hope everyone is doing well. – P
 at O’Sullivan Czyson ’62
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CLASS NOTES

CLASS of 1967
50 YEAR REUNION

The AHA Class of 1967 had a wonderful celebration of friendships and stories on July 29, 2017.
The luncheon, program and tour took place at Holy Angels, followed by more time together
throughout the weekend.
Here are the 1967 AHA graduates gathering in AZ this past February.
All made possible by our reconnecting at our 50th Reunion last summer.
We also had another gathering in FL in January of around 14 of us,
which was extremely fun. L to R: Patti Scudder, Marian Appelgren,
Mary Kaye Krasselt, Mary Brady, Terri McClellan, Kathie Huney

Class of 1967 50 year reunion planning committee.
Seated, left to right: Janet Bezanson, Terri McClellan
Effertz. Standing, left to right: Sue Silcott Kelly, Ellen
Hayden Graber, Eileen Kenna Aune, Liz Russell Beer,
Pat Lemieux Suomela. Not pictured: Peggy O’Brien
Milbrandt.

1970s
Sharon Dzik ’77 played on the 1975 state championship girls
basketball team while attending AHA. Recently, she went to the
Lynx vs. Sparks WNBA championship game hoping to buy a
ticket at Williams Arena. When she arrived to the arena, she ran
into Annette Margarit ’73 unexpectedly. Lo and behold,
Annette had an extra ticket, so Sharon joined Annette’s group at
the game. As they were enjoying the game together, they noticed
Jullene Kallas (Zilka) ’76 who was also on the AHA 1975
championship team, was sitting just a few rows down from
them with Donna Jarvis Ries ’73.
Left to right: Jullene, Sharon, Annette and Donna.
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CLASS NOTES
Elsen Women! Five members of the Elsen family visited AHA
in March to share some of their family history in Richfield
and at Academy of Holy Angels. Look for an Elsen feature
in an upcoming Communiqué! They are Brenda Elsen
Elsagher ’74, Mary Elsen Moody ’76, Michelle Elsen
Robinson ’77, Julie Elsen Tvete ’73 and Amy Elsen ’79. 

1980s
Sharon Murphy, pictured with son Tim ’82, Erin
(McCarthy) ’87 and Elizabeth (Quinlivan) ’10 — passed
away peacefully in February 2018. Sharon and her
husband Chuck have long loved and supported Catholic
education for their entire family. 

Courtnay Crivits ’83 writes: Skiing in Vail for the past two
years I was fortunate enough to have a Mountain Guide/
Instructor who was from AHA Class of ’65! Much to our
surprise we played the “where are you from” game and where
did you go to
high school and
we both nearly
fell over when we
said Holy Angels!
Lots of fun! If
you have an
opportunity —
look Cat up next
time you are in
Vail! Catherine
(Lynch) Huttrer
Class of ’65. 

Denise Cochran, former AHA
guidance counselor, and
Ann Besser, who taught world
languages, recently spent time
looking through the ’84 and ’85
AHA yearbooks. Cochran comments,
“We so fondly remember the AHA
student retreats with John Mischke
and his phenomenal singing. We also
have memories of staff retreat/picnic
where Sister Mary Walter put us into
groups for discussion. So glad to
have had the experience of AHA — a
true family!” 
 Steve Wallace ’85
continues to live in
Agoura, CA, an
unincorporated portion
of Los Angeles County
in the Santa Monica
Mountains. He’s in the
Fire Service, and was
promoted last October
to the rank of Division
Chief. This is a busy
assignment, with
responsibilities including
management of the fire
department Paramedic
Program, overseeing
daily batallion
operations and
assuming the role of
Incident Commander at
significant incidents.
The summer and fall
of 2017 were spent
deployed on a number
of large wildland fires, ending the season on the 273,000 acre
Thomas Fire in Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties. Says
Steve, If you’re ever in the greater Los Angeles area, look me
up — I’d love to reconnect with my AHA mates!

Three AHA Co-Stars
celebrating Samantha
Smith’s marriage to
Charles Schaefer on
October 14, 2017 on
Lake Minnetonka:
Susan McDonald ’88,
Samantha SmithSchaefer ’88, Sarah
Dunne-Moses ’87 
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CLASS NOTES
AHA Father Daughter Dance 2018! Pictured
are Sophia Egan ’20, daughter of Rob Egan ’88; Sarah
Harristhal Egan ’89; Lauren Welsch ’18, daughter of
Toni Martinson Welsch ’87; John Welsch; Lexi Egan ’21,
daughter of Becky Hall Egan ’87 and Dan Egan. 

Megan McErlane Gaupp ’89, Nicole Fox ’89, Brad
Christensen ’89, Dave Delgado ’87, Chris Ciardelli ’89,
Brian Burns’ 89 and Mark Reynolds ’89 enjoyed a mini
AHA reunion in Baxter, MN this past August. 

Members of the Class of 1991 gathered recently at Big Bowl
in Edina for reminiscing and lots of laughter together. Back
row, L to R: Stacy Tasto Ferderer, Becky Smith, Elissa
Waldeck Then. Front row, L to R: Sarah Reed Schreiner,
Theresa Bosiger Bergren, Melissa Moe Becken. 

AHA Parents Dan
O’Rourke ’90 and
Carie LaRock Allen ’90
help with the Junior
College Planning Day
Dan O’Rourke and
Carie LaRock Alllen

Paul Dosh ’92 lives in
St. Paul and teaches political
science and Latin American
studies at Macalester College.
He co-founded Building
Dignity which provides
youth leadership training and
supports urban development
in marginalized neighborhoods
in Lima, Peru.

1990s
Peter Jaeger ’90 (dad of
Nick Jaeger ’21) and his
brother, Paul Jaeger ’85, had
the pleasure of taking Al
Roker and Craig Melvin of
The Today Show ice fishing
in February. The segment
aired on The Today Show on
Feb 2nd and featured, in
Roker’s words, the ’Jaeger
Brothers — Minnesota Ice
Fishing Experts.’ 
Sheila Ashfeld Widerski ’91 and her husband, Dan ’90,
live in Virgina with their daughter, Schyler. Sheila works at
a consignment boutique; Dan is in construction and has a
passion for community theater. Schyler does costume designs
and creations. Their son, Justin, lives in Chicago with
his fiance.
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Annie Engels Barsch ’93 and husband Peter traveled to
Taipei, Taiwan in June 2017 with sons Sam 11, and Nate 10,
who were adopted from there at birth. They did a cultural tour
and were fortunate to meet with members of the boys’ birth
family. Upon returning home they found Annie was pregnant
with a surprise miracle baby! The family welcomed Vivienne
Athena Simone on February 19. 

CLASS NOTES
Kevin Clancy ’96 was appointed as the Director of the Center
for Global Education at the College of St. Benedict and St.
John’s University. The Center for Global Education (CGE) is
the primary point of contact for St. Ben’s and St. John’s
institutional partners from around the world. St. Ben’s and St.
John’s are ranked among the top baccalaureate schools
nationally for the total number of students who study abroad
each year.
Troy Bell ’99 met
with current student
Keontay Shorter ’18
on the day Keontay
signed a scholarship to
play college football. 

Anne Hodgson ’00 traveled to Annunciation School
in Haiti with Jimmy Dunn ’00, Geraldine McKay
Hodgson ’00, Cormac Huyen ’18, Connie Pelner and
Michael Huyen in February 2018. Mission Haiti, Inc.
supports several schools, a farm, and elder care through
the work of the Sisters of the Companions of Jesus. It’s
a place you won’t easily forget and if you’re looking for a
cause to support you’d be hard pressed to find a better
one than this (just look at those faces!)

2000s
Ryan and Melissa (Weber) 
Dalum ’00 welcomed son Lucca
on November 29, 2017.
Evelyn Ruby was born in July 2017
to Kyle and Lindsay (Gullickson)
Heidelberger, both class of 2002.
She joins big sister, Amelia. Kyle
is the Senior Catering and Event
Manager of Marriott Courtyard
and Lindsay is an Assistant
Professor at the University of
Wisconsin –  Stout. 

After graduating with a
Geography and Geoscience
degree from Salisbury
University, Keni Nelson
Harvey ’02 attended
Eastern Michigan
University’s flight school.
She is now a captain at
PSA Airlines and flies all
over the U.S. and Canada.
Keni and her husband,
who is also a pilot, reside
in Michigan.
Members of the AHA Class of 2002 at James Patterson’s
wedding on July 28, 2017 at the Basilica. Ushers, left to right
were John Carney, Buddy Fisher, Cole Benson, John
Brinkhaus, Jason Boerboom. 
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CLASS NOTES
Megan Kearney Scherf ’02 lives in Minneapolis with her
husband, Ryan, and two children, David (6) and Ben (4). She
runs her photography business, Megan Scherf Photography,
and has photographed many friends and family, including
many AHA alums and the annual Rock the Lawn event. 

Christina Daulton (Contino) ’05 and Joshua Daulton were
married at St. John Neumann Catholic Church in Eagan in
December 2017. Joining Christina was bridesmaid Ashley
Akehurst ’06 and Jenna Frazee ’05 (Litt) who took their
wedding photos. They are also expecting their first child in
August 2018! 

Robert Hollway ’04 works in
Florida as an athletic director and
football coach. In 2016, Hollway
led All Saints Academy to the
Independent State Football
Championship and was named
Coach of the Year. In 2017, after
moving to Windermere Preparatory
School in Windermere, FL,
Hollway’s team lost in the state
championship after a 10-0 regular
season. Rob resides in Winter
Garden, FL with his wife, Liz, and
dog Ted.

Kelly Garrison
Swenson ’05 and husband
Brad Swenson welcomed
baby boy Sullivan in July
2017. Kelly graduated from
the Carlson School at the
University of Minnesota
and has worked for Wells
Fargo in Commercial
Banking for eight years,
leading volunteer initiatives
for her team. Kelly’s
brothers Will Garrison ’07
and Tim Garrison ’13 are
excited to be new uncles. 

Sean O’Hagan ’04 is a Wealth Advisor and Partner at The
Advocate Group in Minnetonka. He is keeping busy with his
ever-growing family — his wife, Ashley, and children Liam (3),
Maeve (2) and Rory (<1). The whole O’Hagan family is
looking forward to catching up with fellow alums at this year’s
Rock The Lawn in June. 

Sarah Moon ’05 teaches Family Formation and First
Communion at the Church of St. Peter in Richfield. She also
serves as a minister of Holy Communion and cantors for
weekend masses and funerals. Sarah is a web content specialist
for MN Air.
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Randy Cure sent this photo of the Cures and a family friend
at the Cure Cup in December. 

CLASS NOTES
Many AHA alums gathered recently at the engagement party
of Bridget McQuillan ’08. Back row (left to right): Alyssa
Ober ’08, Kristin Betlej ’08, Emily Orstad ’(08, Marie Mikhail
’08, Rose Mikhail ’14. Middle row (left to right): Bridget
McQuillan ’08, Pam Matthews Kerber ’73. Front row (left to
right): Shannon McQuillan ’12, Lindsay Kurt ’08, Meghan
McQuillan ’10. 

Garrett Faust ’09 and Harrison Blankenship started Uptown
Woodworks in 2016. Uptown Woodworks specializes in
custom wooden wall art. They are pictured here at the Uptown
Art Fair in August 2017 selling some of the products they
make in their shop in Northeast Minneapolis. 

Elizabeth Zumpano ’11 received her degree in glass blowing
from the University of Wisconsin Stevens Point in 2016 and
has been creating glass art all over the country. She recently
finished a six month internship at the world renowned Chrysler
Glass Studio in Norfolk, Virginia and has two solo exhibitions
opening in 2018.
Cindy Gu ’14 attended New York University (NYU) to study
music business. While at NYU, she interned at Warner Music
Group, Ultra Music, and Paradigm Talent Agency. Cindy
graduated from NYU a year and a half early and plans to
attend graduate school at Columbia University.

AP credit helping our recent graduates
Sydney Courrier Oaster ’15 was
accepted into the University of
Minnesota Law School less than 2½
years after graduating from AHA. She
said, “I attribute much of my
academic success to the superb
education I received from Academy of
Holy Angels. I came into college with
a substantial amount of AP credits,
and tested into higher level courses
for math and Spanish. I completely
tested out of all English
requirements, so thanks to the
outstanding English Department at
Holy Angels. I started college at the
University of Wisconsin, Madison with
the intention of going to medical
school. After my freshman year of
college, I realized that my true
Sydney with brothers
passion is law. I switched my majors
Colby ’07 (left) and Bennett ’11
to political science and community
and environmental sociology, a social
and environmental justice-based major. Due to my scores on
the US History and US Government AP tests, I was able to
bypass many of the necessary classes for my political science
major. After meeting with my advisor the first semester of my
sophomore year, I discovered I was on track to graduate
college an entire year early. I am now spending my last
semester of college in Washington DC, interning at the United
States Attorney’s Office. I do not think that I would be starting
law school at the age of 21 if it weren’t for AHA. Not only did I
make incredible friends and memories during my four years
there, but I received a wonderful education that set me up for
success in all of my endeavors.
This past cross-country season, Emily Vigil ’14 was the only
Michigan Tech XC athlete — woman or man — to earn both AllGLIAC Conference and All-Midwest Region honors. She led
the women’s team to their highest finish ever at the NCAA
Division II Midwest Regional Meet. Because she previously
redshirted, Emily is a junior for athletic eligibility purposes, but
is in her senior year academically. She has
maintained a 3.88 GPA in mechanical
engineering and will receive her bachelor’s
degree in May 2018. She has been
accepted into Michigan Tech’s master’s
program for mechanical engineering for
the fall of 2018 academic year. Emily’s
time at Holy Angels set the stage for her
collegiate academic and athletic success.
We’re so grateful to the faculty, staff, and
coaches for the amazing foundation that
were set for both Emily and her
sister Abby.

The AHA Alumni office wants your
current email address. Please send
it to alumni@ahastars.org
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ALUMNI GIVING

Not for Kings
by Jesse A. Foley ’89

Recently one of
AHA’s best friends
explained in three
words that the
reason she gives
so generously
towards student
scholarships is that
a great Catholic
education is “Not
for Kings.” Her steadfast belief is that a
Catholic education makes an everlasting
impact and should be for kids from all
backgrounds. She’s right.
At Holy Angels we enthusiastically
encourage our alumni and all
community members to be generous
because it is our deep desire to have
more kids access this transformative
Catholic education that’s been
intentionally created since 1931. We
believe that an engaged, knowledgeable
and supportive alumni base will not
only help us increase accessibility but
it will also allow us to better serve a
wonderfully diverse and gifted student
population.
What naturally and beautifully
follows is that when more AHA
students graduate, the next generation
of families, communities, and the world
are greatly enhanced.
We are grateful that each of the
last three years AHA has seen alumni

and community giving grow. A higher
percentage of alumni are making gifts
to AHA and the average gift amount
is increasing too. This, along with new
and creative methods to attract great
kids and families, is increasing our
ability to serve more students.
During 2018 please expect to
receive invitations from Holy Angels:
invitations to attend an event, to give of
your knowledge and expertise, to serve,
to pray, to give, to help. As we invite
you, we’re praying for you, hoping
you’ll find it in your heart to make
sacrificial and steadfast commitments to
our mission.
Your giving, in every form, makes an
enormous impact. Please continue to be
receptive to our prompts and consider
participating in whatever way you can
because AHA has never been and will
never be “Just for Kings!”

Increased support means
increased access
AHA Alumni Giving: 12% of AHA
Alumni currently make an annual gift.
Thank you!
Our Alumni Giving committee has
set a goal to have 16% of AHA alumni
make a gift in 2018. If we reached
that goal and if those new or returning
alumni made a gift at the same average
amount, an additional 40 students
could attend AHA. Would you consider
helping us reach this goal?

Join the Holy Angels Legacy Society
Legacy Society members are those who have included Holy Angels in their bequest
and estate plans. Gifts from wills and bequests expand the school’s endowment,
helping to underwrite our core activities such as financial aid and academic and
co-curricular programs.
For more information on the various ways you can become
a Legacy Society member, contact Brian McCartan at
bmccartan@ahastars.org or 612-798-2618 or Jesse Foley ’89
at jfoley@ahastars.org or 612-798-2621, or visit
www.academyofholyangels.org/giving/legacy-society.html

Brian McCartan
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2016-17
Alumni giving
(As a percentage of total alums in class)
’40
’41
’42
’43
’44
’45
’46
’47
’48
’49
’50
’51
’52
’53
’54
’55
’56
’57
’58
’59
’60
’61
’62
’63
’64
’65
’66
’67
’68
’69
’70
’71
’72
’73
’74
’75
’76
’77
’78
’79
’80
’81
’82
’83
’84
’85
’86
’87
’88
’89
’90
’91
’92
’93
’94
’95
’96
’97
’98
’99
’00
’01
’02
’03
’04
’05
’06
’07
’08
’09
’10
’11
’12
’13
’14
’15
’16
’17

6.67
0.00
0.00
20.00
13.33
16.67
0.00
28.57
9.38
17.95
8.11
15.38
17.50
24.66
20.00
19.30
29.76
27.03
20.18
18.80
10.06
14.20
18.18
16.22
13.19
14.18
21.77
10.08
12.84
15.91
14.06
11.22
6.58
6.76
5.00
10.00
8.06
6.20
10.07
9.38
7.63
5.34
14.02
7.26
10.92
8.20
12.41
15.00
7.69
10.95
12.23
10.43
6.84
11.48
8.49
5.79
6.38
7.14
6.50
9.02
7.64
3.85
7.43
7.78
4.00
5.71
8.11
3.80
5.41
3.41
1.17
6.18
1.18
1.14
1.70
0.66
13.50
57.25

ALUMNI GIVING

HELP OUR STUDENTS
BECOME
GIVE TO THE AHA ANNUAL FUND!
Every student benefits every day from gifts to the AHA Annual Fund!

Annual Gifts support the equivalent of ALL of the following:
• Salaries and benefits for 5 full-time teachers
• AP courses and test prep for 60 test takers
• College and career counseling services for 75 students
• Coaches, practice time, uniforms and equipment for 100+ participants
• AND, scholarships and financial aid for more than 250 students
So join over 2,000 other donors and give today!
Visit www.academyofholyangels.org/donate or use the attached envelope.
For more info, or to make a pledge, contact
Brian McCartan (bmccartan@ahastars.org; 612-798-2618)
or Jesse Foley (jfoley@ahastars.org; 612-798-2621)
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IN LOVING MEMORY

Remembering

Sister Irenaeus
“I have such fond memories of Sr. Irenaeus, who,
among many other accomplishments, passed her
appreciation of Shakespeare’s writing on to us. She
showed us how relevant, accessible and lively his
work can be when performed on stage (even by
us inexperienced Angie thespians!). I think of her
whenever we see plays that she directed. Her candor
in talking with us about her physical disability made
us realize how unimportant and ignorable such
things are when viewed in light of the whole person.
She was such fun to be around, and enjoyed our
full respect without having to “pull rank” on us. We
wanted to please her because we respected and liked
her so much. She was one of a kind and I am happy
she is now finally able to dance among the angels.”
– Judy Ganyaw Chinello ’60
“I think of her often. She was one of the most influential
persons in all my years at AHA. May she rest in peace and
enjoy all the new plays from a front row seat.”

“Sr. Irenaeus had a lasting influence on my life. Her
confidence in my speaking abilities stayed with me
throughout my business career allowing me to address
large groups without fear. She was probably the most
influential high school teacher I had at Holy Angels.
Heaven will love her.”
– Donna McCoy Zubert ’60

– Kathie Nichols Armstrong ’65
“She had a lifelong impact on my life. I was so grateful
that I got to see her at my reunion and I made a point to
let her know that.”
– Mary Divine ’66

The Poor Clare Sisters in Richfield
Submitted by Millie Adams Dosh ’57
In the fall of 1952, six Poor Clare sisters left their Sauk Rapids,
MN, monastery and came to the Twin Cities to establish a new
community in Bloomington. Mrs. St. Martin donated five acres of her
farm to the sisters. The Sisters of St. Joseph opened their newly
vacated boarder space at AHA to the sisters while they oversaw
the construction of their monastery. In the spring and summer they
gardened on the Holy Angels grounds and built a lovely shrine to
Mary in the courtyard. They moved in during the fall of 1954, and
their first candidate was Madonna Adams. Later, nine more AHA
Angies would become a part of the community — at least for a while:
Diane Ackerman ’54, Donna Casey ’55, Kathy Hudson ’56, Margaret
Mewhorter and Millie Adams ’57, Suzanne Steiner ’58, Patty Hayes
’60, Marianne Fitzgerald ’61 Dianne Doughty ’62, and Frances
Getchell ’57 (who is now the superior of the Poor Clares).
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“Sister Irenaeus taught me how to think outside the box
and how to write excellent papers that always seemed
to engage my teachers. Her strength with her illness
was an inspiration. May she rest in peace.”
– Carol Muckehirn Lunney ’61

IN LOVING MEMORY

IN LOVING MEMORY. . .
Please help us remember and pray for those in our AHA community who have died. To have someone remembered,
contact the Alumni Office at alumni@ahastars.org. We apologize for omissions due to lack of information or error.
ALUMNI
Geraldine Wallace Berg ’53 (2/13/2018)
Joan Moeller Hennen ’57 (12/20/2017)
Emily Pierce Horner ’61 (8/3/2017)
Judy Williams Nemeth ’60, twin sister of
Joanne Williams Salvail ’60 (10/11/2017)
Dr. Mary Reuder ’40 (11/15/2017)
Nancy Anderson Suske ’53 (8/30/2017)
Olga Ana Marie Cristina Andrade
Urrejola ’53 (12/16/17)

James Conway, husband of Carrie Smith
Conway ’69 (9/21/2017)

Patrick Murphy, son of Jane Randolph
Murphy ’58 (1/23/2018)

Patrick Cunningham, husband of Marcia
Brown Cunningham ’62 (12/7/2017)

Sharon Murphy, mother of Timothy
Murphy ’82, Kevin Murphy ’84 and
Erin Murphy ’87; grandmother of Elizabeth
Murphy ’10, Katherine Murphy ’13 and
Charles Murphy ’17 (2/2/2018)

David Dahl, husband of Mary Lou Dahl;
father of Jennifer Dahl ’88, Matthew Dahl ’89,
Meaghan Dahl ’93 and Molly Dahl ’96
(2/19/2018)
David Diehl, brother of Sheila Kelly-Hoyt ’56
(4/26/2017)

Leslie Richard Aune, husband of Roxanne
Aune; father of Leslee Aune Wille ’01 and
Krystal Aune ’04 (1/18/2018)

Jerome William “Bill” DuPont, father of
Michelle DuPont Johnson ’80, Michael
DuPont ’85 and Peter DuPont ’87; grandfather
of Luke Johnson ’07, Daniel Johnson ’09,
Andrew Johnson ’16, Samuel Johnson ’17,
Maria DuPont ’08 and Will DuPont ’14
(11/9/2017)

John Combs, husband of Margaret Kiley
Combs ’43 (1/31/2018)

Susan Feely, wife of Pat Feely, mother of Todd
Feely ’90 (1/16/2018)

COMMUNITY MEMBERS

Pauline Niedermaier, mother of Nadine
Niedermaier Gergen ’69 and Julie Niedermaier
Campbell ’85 (12/9/2017)
Dennis Nolan, husband of Carolyn Peck
Nolan ’66 (12/29/2017)
Joe Santaniello, father of Amelia Santaniello,
grandfather of Francesca Vascellaro ’21
(12/30/2017)
Joseph Schiltz, husband of Judy Schiltz, father
of Carol Schiltz Brundieck ’86, grandfather of
Anna Schiltz ’18 (1/20/2018)
Patricia Wolfson, wife of Bruce Wolfson,
mother of the late Samuel Wolfson ’15
(12/30/2017)

2018 AHA Reunions
1958

Friday, August 10 at Q. Cumbers in Edina. Sally Hackenmueller
Praus, Maureen Kelly Neerland. Details to follow.

1963

Planning meeting scheduled for April 18 to decide
if a reunion will be offered in 2018, Carol Jantunen ’63

1968

Boat cruise on August 25
Saturday, August 25, 2018
Charter Dinner Cruise 4-8 pm
Lake Minnetonka, MN
Contact Paula Tonskemper Viehman
viehmanp@icloud.com or 612-387-6200

1988

Rock the Lawn on June 22. Look for the
Class of ’88 Tent on the Lawn!
For more information contact Jon Launstein at
jlaunstein@bearence.com or 612-419-5776

1973

Class planners include Pam Matthews Kerber and Annette
Margarit. Meet at Rock the Lawn. Additional plans coming!

1993

Plans are in the works for a September 15, 2018
class reunion. Stay tuned for more details!

1978

Rock the Lawn on June 22. Look for the
Class of ’78 Tent on the Lawn!
Wild Mind Ales, 6031 Pillsbury Avenue South, Mpls
on Saturday, June 23
For more information: Facebook: Angel Costar
Email: imacostar78@gmail.com

1998

Rock the Lawn on June 22. More details to follow.

2003

Rock the Lawn on June 22. More details to follow.

2008

2008 plans pending, see Class of 2008 Facebook group
for details

2013

Friday, June 22, 5 pm-7 pm at Cowboy Jack’s in Bloomington
for appetizers and festivities before Rock the Lawn!
For more information: Verene Burgin at burg3183@gmail.com
or 612-644-7570; Sarah Gwazdacz at
Sarahgwazdacz@creighton.edu or 612-708-0445

1983

Rock the Lawn on June 22 to celebrate
the 35-year Class Reunion.
For more information contact Patsi Polak Walchuk @
ppwalchuk@yahoo.com
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Getting too many Communiqués in your family?
Contact alumni@ahastars.org to make address updates.

Find us on:
Facebook: Academy of Holy Angels
Facebook: Academy of Holy Angels Alumni
Instagram: @academyofholyangels
Twitter: @aha_stars
Or the web: www.academyofholyangels.org

Mark your calendar:

UPCOMING EVENTS!
All events are on campus unless otherwise noted.
Visit our website for complete details.
April 13-22 . . . . . . . . . . Spring Musical: Cinderella
April 28 . . ... . . . . . . . . . Starfest: Havana Nights
May 4 ....... . . . . . . . . . A lumnae Luncheon hosted by
Sisters of St. Joseph
& Kathleen Blatz ’72
June 3 ...... . . . . . . . . . Class of 2018 Graduation
June 13 ..... . . . . . . . . . S
 hoot for the Stars Golf
Tournament at Deer Run Golf Club
June 22 ..... . . . . . . . . . Rock the Lawn
August 27.... . . . . . . . . First Day of School
September 14 .. . . . . . Stars Are Out Tonight
October 5... . . . . . . . . . Homecoming

The AHA Community is known for our successful
sports and co-curricular activities. Come be a part
of our strong and caring team atmosphere this
June! You’ll find camps for kids with interests in
basketball, football, soccer, tennis, cross country,
theater, dance, robotics and more!
Visit www.academyofholyangels.org to register!

Grades 3rd – 9th available

Registration deadline is June 4. Register by April 30
and receive a STARS drawstring backpack.

