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Academic excellence has always been an AHA essential.
SEE HOW WE’RE PREPARING TODAY’S STUDENTS FOR BRIGHT TOMORROWS.

STEM helps students
see real-world science.

Learning 21st century
skills through art.

Service and caring are
in our DNA.

Great performances
still to come.

You’ll want to be at
Starfest April 20.
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Academy of Holy Angels
6600 Nicollet Avenue South
Richfield, MN 55423
612-798-2600
The mission of the Academy of Holy Angels is to educate and nurture a diverse
student population so that each student, as a whole person, may achieve
full potential to excel intellectually, to live spiritually, to lead responsibly, to act
justly and to serve selflessly.
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Keeping up with tradition
Monica Knaack and John Peichel, both seniors, are great
representatives of AHA’s focus on academic rigor. Last summer,
Monica earned a spot in a prestigious University of Minnesota
cardiovascular research institute for students. She even won
an award for a project she presented there. John Peichel,
along with classmate Sean McSweeney, recently earned
National Merit Scholarship Finalist honors.
But, they’re not alone. Throughout this edition of the
Communiqué you’ll see examples of AHA’s academic focus
in the past, the present, and in its plans for the future.
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perspective

by AHA President Thomas E. Shipley

Past, Present, Future—A STAR Experience
You’ll see a timeline stretching across the bottoms of
several pages of this Communiqué. It’s intended to provide
a sketch of Holy Angels’ traditional and consistent attention
to academic excellence.
Our roots are deep
It started in 1877 when the Sisters of St. Joseph opened
the first Holy Angels in Minneapolis and was reaffirmed
when the sisters built and opened a brand-new building in
our present location—in the midst of the Great Depression.
It continued as the school became co-educational in the
1970s, instituted its first Advanced Placement Classes, won
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence and Minnesota
Quality awards, and launched Project Laptop in 2007.
In this edition, you’ll learn more about what we’re doing
today to further our commitment to excellence in academics
—through programs like our STEM diploma, robotics, the
fine arts, and even something called a “flipped curriculum.”
What we’re doing today
But it’s not enough to celebrate our past or to provide for
our present students. We must also be preparing for our
future. We are doing that in several important ways this
year.
You’ve probably read that we completed four new
classrooms in our Convocation Center last summer.
Recently, we launched a final phase of our We Can Capital
Campaign. The final part of the campaign also will help
provide scholarships and financial aid so that deserving
students have the chance to prepare for their own futures
at Holy Angels, and we’re committed to growing our
endowment—to ensure a steady income stream to keep our
school viable and vibrant in years to come.

What’s on the horizon
Holy Angels has some exciting plans in progress that will
help us continue our commitment to academic excellence
as well as to bringing that commitment to a new level.
Recently, the Board of Trustees approved the concept of
partnering with an international student recruitment agency
to bring additional students from China to AHA in the
2013-14 school year. Currently we’re moving forward with
the planning for that project as well. It will enhance our
academic environment, increase our diversity, provide a
new revenue stream, and help ensure the school’s future
sustainability—while at the same time assisting motivated
international students who want a quality, U.S. high school
education.
In addition, we’ve retained Opus AE Group to assist us in
creating a campus plan that will determine how we can most
effectively use our buildings and grounds both now and years
from now. Among the members of the AHA community
who will serve on the planning committee are Ann Garland,
financial administrator at St. Peter’s Parish; Shannon Mayer,
parent and Board of Trustees member; Doug Vinge, AHA
facilities manager; John DuVal, AHA alum from the class of
1993; Dave St. Peter, current parent; Jane Chronister, former
parent and longtime volunteer; Gregg Sawyer, faculty member and theater director; Jerry Morris, past parent, current
Board member and past Board chair; John Bierbaum, past
Board chair and past parent.
To learn more, stay tuned!
We’ll keep you informed as these projects move forward,
and we’ll be providing opportunities for community input
as well. For now, we want you to know that as AHA
moves forward with exciting, innovative ideas, it is doing
so with an unwavering commitment to honoring the traditions and goals that got it this far in the first place.

An AHA Academic timeline. Tracing our commitment to academic excellence throughout our history.

1851

1877

1882

1909

1931

Four Sisters of St. Joseph
(CSJs) arrive in St. Paul.
Two weeks later they open
their first school in the
area.

The CSJs open the
Academy of Holy Angels
(AHA) on Third Street
North in Minneapolis.

AHA moves to Fourth
Street North. By now AHA
is a boarding school and
a day school for girls in
elementary through high
school.

The AHA school catalog
promotes the motto,
“Do all things well.”

AHA opens at its current
location with students in
grades one through 12.
Both day students and
boarding students attend.

Start Timeline here?
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STAR academic excellence: our tradition and future
Holy Angels’ commitment to educational excellence is part of its tradition—but that doesn’t mean it’s
static. Throughout its history, AHA has looked forward to new and better ways of preparing students
for their futures. Here’s a snapshot of what we’re doing today.
They call it “STEM” . . .
. . . but it’s more like a root system
To the teachers at Holy Angels, STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Math) is much more than an education buzz
word. It’s a commitment to teaching the concepts of science
using today’s tools and today’s methods, to creating an
awareness of what science is really all about in the world
around us, and to inspiring students to want to be part of
that world as adults.
AHA is embracing STEM learning in several ways. For
example:
n AHA has earned STEM grants from the MISF (Minnesota
Independent School Forum) in each of the past two years.
With the grants, two teachers are enrolled in an educator’s
certificate program in engineering at the University
of St. Thomas.
n AHA has developed a STEM diploma program. Through
it, students (starting with the graduating class of 2014) can
earn a STEM diploma by completing a rigorous program
in science, technology, and math; by participating in STEM
related co-curricular activities; and by being part of shadowing and internship programs. “We’re immersed in STEM,”
says AHA Science Department Chair Steve Vopatek. “And
there’s been a lot of interest in our STEM diploma since we
launched it last spring. New students and their parents have
lots of questions about it and how it will work.”
n Science teachers are revising the curriculum to highlight
STEM concepts, often creating assignments and activities

that are similar to what scientists and engineers encounter in
the real world and that require students to use their knowledge of science and math and their creativity.

A STEM emphasis in science, technology, and math
classes means that students learn how theoretical
concepts make their way into real-world applications.

AHA is partnering with Richfield High School in a robotics team.
This winter, team members have been preparing their robots for
the annual FIRST Robotics Competition in late March. As you
can see, creating robots teaches a lot of skills—including building
and construction techniques.

1932

1946

1950s

1953

1960s

AHA celebrates its first
graduation at Nicollet
Avenue location.

AHA closes its
elementary school.

AHA girls participate in
physics classes.

AHA closes its boarding
school and remains a
day high school.

AHA sponsors annual “Regina”
tours to New York City and
Washington, D.C., for students.

Start Timeline here?
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Because they have access to baseline data about how
students performed in their classes before STEM, AHA
teachers have tools to determine whether those new
activities are successful in improving science learning.

From STEM to STEAM
While science teachers talk about STEM, fine arts
teachers are engaged in STEAM—STEM with an arts
component. AHA Art Teacher Dan Dimond explains
that many of the elements of STEM—particularly critical
thinking, problem solving, creativity, collaboration,
and communication also are essential to the arts. In fact,
participating in arts education can help students learn
those important 21st century skills. Dimond points to
what he calls “studio thinking” and explains through
their assignments in his studio arts classes, students
practice a process where they develop craftsmanship,
learn to be keen observers, envision outcomes, express
ideas, engage and persist in projects, reflect on their
work, and finally stretch and explore. The implications
for science and engineering are obvious.

And let’s not forget robotics. Robotics is one of the
flashier components of the STEM model. It can’t do
everything, but it is a way to engage students in science,
math, and engineering and to inspire them to work collaboratively and creatively in solving complex problems.
AHA is approaching robotics on two fronts—in compe
tition and in the classroom.
AHA is entering the world of robotics competition.
Science Teacher Jason Hall is supervising a combined
team of AHA and Richfield High School students as they
prepare for the FIRST Robotics Competition at the end of
March. This year, teams are challenged to create robots
that play a game where they shoot discs into a goal. At
the end of the match, robots also will be required to
climb a pyramid located in the playing field.
As part of its grant from MISF (Minnesota Indepen
dent School Forum), AHA’s Science Department is able to
purchase equipment for robotics components in its physics
and general physics classes. Those plans currently are in
development as AHA writes science curriculum for the
coming years.

n

What’s a STEM diploma?
AHA students can now earn a STEM endorsement on
their high school diploma if they:
•	complete four years of science including at least

one AP science course,
•	complete four years of math including one of AHA’s

Students engaged in the
arts learn many of the same
essential skills that pertain
to students in science and
engineering—craftsmanship,
critical thinking, persistence,
reflection, and more.

calculus courses;
•	enroll in three trimesters of technology courses;
•	participate in an internship or job shadow experience;

and
•	are active in STEM related co-curricular activities like

robotics, Knowledge Bowl, or others.

1972

1974

1980

1989

AHA becomes
co-educational.

The first co-ed class
graduates.

The Sisters of St. Joseph
turn governance of the
school over to a lay board
of directors.

AHA opens a middle school.

S

T

?

tartconstructs
imeline ahere
AHA
new
gymnasium.

AHA establishes a theater
school; AHA’s one-act play
earns the highest rating possible
in competition, (and repeats
that feat in 1998, 2002, 2003,
2004, and 2005)

AHA Fall 2012 play, Once in a Lifetime.
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It’s not your mom’s library!

flip that
curriculum!

AHA’s library and media center is not just a place to check
out books—although that’s still an important part of its
existence. Today’s media center is a place where students
learn important information literacy skills, like how to:
• develop a research topic
•	identify and evaluate sources of information—
whether in digital or print
• develop, use, and revise search strategies, and
•	responsibly, ethically, and legally use information
once they’ve found it.

A new way to look
at teaching.

It’s been traditional for teachers to lecture in the classroom
and then send students off with homework designed to put
the lecture into practice. But, today’s technology has flipped
that idea on its head. Today, AHA teachers are creating
video recordings of their presentations and assigning students
to view the recorded presentation at home. Then, in class,
with the teacher available to help and clarify, students work
on assignments and problems related to the presentation.
The system provides for immediate feedback and instant help
and additional teaching if a student is stuck on a concept.
For example, math teacher Carla Kilkelly makes videos
for each major topic introduced in her Accelerated Advanced
Geometry and Algebra II classes. Students watch the videos
as homework and take notes. The next day, the class reviews
student notes, asks questions, and works on problems
together.
Many AHA teachers have posted flipped curriculum
videos on AHA’s EduVision site. You can see them at
https://aha.eduvision.tv.
Want to see the curriculum do flips?
You can learn about everything from Wisdom Literature (for
Theology classes) to How to Start a Collision Lab (in Science)
on AHA’s EduVision site. Teachers have posted more than
100 flipped curriculum videos there. Tune in to find out
about Hinge Theorems, Neuro Muscular Junctions, Changing
Parametric to Nonparametric Equations, and much more!.

AHA Media Specialist Sheila Brennan created an information literacy curriculum several years ago specifically
designed to assist students in developing those skills and in
making sure they were ready for
the kinds of technological savvy
Today’s media center is
that colleges expect. She has been
a place where students
tracking student performance
learn important information
literacy skills, like how to:
in these skills since then. For
• develop a research topic
the past couple of years she has
been using a national assessment
•	identify and evaluate
called T.R.A.I.L.S (Tool for Realsources of information—
whether in digital or print
Life Assessment of information
•	develop, use, and revise
Literacy Skills). Last spring, the
search strategies, and
class of 2012 scored 78 percent on
•	responsibly, ethically, and
the assessment, as opposed to the
legally use information
national average of 52 percent.
once they’ve found it.
“Of course, one year’s results
don’t tell the whole story,” she
says. “I think the real message in our test results is that our
students have been improving every year since we began
this program. This assessment evaluates much more than
just computer skills, it gives a picture of how our students
are doing in the areas that
many people call ‘twenty-first
century learning skills’—things
like critical thinking, the ability
to analyze and evaluate content,
communicating effectively, and
more.”

1996

1997

1998

2000

2003

AHA begins its Writing
Across the Curriculum
program.

AHA offers its first
Advanced Placement
class. It also initiates an
academic lettering
program.

AHA is named a National
Blue Ribbon School of
Excellence.

AHA receives the Ethics
in Curriculum Award from
the Minnesota Academic
Excellence Foundation and
the John Ireland Award for
service programs.

AHA purchases
the school
campus from
the CSJs and
constructs
its new
Convocation
Center.

Start Timeline here?
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Today AHA offers 15
AP classes
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Starlight Productions
participates in the Fringe
Theater Festival in
Edinburgh, Scotland.
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SOMETIMES LEARNING IS TECHNICAL . . .
Holy Angels launched its Project Laptop program in 2007. It implemented
the program in steps over four years. The result is that today each AHA
student uses his or her own laptop in class every day throughout the
school year. It was important to AHA’s teachers that laptops in the classroom be more than nice gadgets—they spent significant time determining
how to best integrate laptops into the curriculum, so that they would
enhance learning and provide new resources not previously available to
students while, at the same time, ensuring that AHA students are adept
in computer skills.
Today, laptops and digital technology are an integral
part of learning throughout the AHA curriculum.

SOMETIMES you need to walk around . . .
Even in today’s digital world, you can’t learn everything in the classroom. That’s why AHA offers regular opportunities for students to travel
abroad—especially as part of the World Language curriculum. French
and German teachers plan spring break and summer trips to Europe on
alternate years with a journey to Germany, Austria, Liechtenstein and
Switzerland set for this summer. A trip to Spain in June 2013 is in the
planning stages for students taking Spanish classes. One of AHA’s most
popular international trips, though, is the biennial journey to London in
October during teacher convention break.
You can read about London’s Globe Theatre in
textbooks and watch videos online. But really being
there . . . priceless!

All the trips are planned to give students the chance to experience the
culture, people, food and places they’re learning about in their literature
and World Language classes.

SOMETIMES IT JUST WARMS YOUR HEART . . .
Last fall, AHA parent Beth Murphy asked our Athletics
Department if it could donate some sports uniforms to
a school in Ghana. A seminarian from Ghana serving
in her St. Paul parish informed her of the need. As a
result, AHA sent soccer and basketball warm-ups and
uniforms to Holy Angels Junior High School in Garu,
Ghana, and, in return, received a gracious letter of
thank you from Headmaster Awini Akologo Francis
and some great photos of the Holy Angels students in
Ghana decked out in AHA gear!

Yes, there is a Holy Angels school in Ghana. And now its teams
are sporting AHA STARS gear.

2007

2007

2008

2012

2012

AHA launches Project
Laptop, its one-to-one
computer program.

Verena Luthy-Clay is named
German Teacher of the Year
by the American Association
of Teachers of German,
Minnesota Chapter.

AHA wins a Minnesota
Quality Award.

Pam Boston is named
teacher of the year in the
secondary school category
by the Minnesota Indepen
dent School Forum.

AHA completes four new
classrooms in unfinished
space in its Convocation
Center; AHA creates a
STEM Diploma program.

Start Timeline here?
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AHA prepares students for future . . .
What our alums say about their AHA prepration.
Sara Lahr Kuenle ’98
AHA strengthened my interpersonal
skills. That may not seem like a necessary academic skill, but it is crucial
for group projects and virtually every
work environment where it’s important to work well with a team.

Helen Lamm Biedron ’55

Isaiah Goodman 2005

Isaiah Goodman ’05
AHA was a launching ramp for me in
life! I grew up in inner-city Minneapolis
and never imagined the route that my
life has taken. I always dreamed about
being successful, but I wasn’t quite
sure how to do it, or what steps to
take. Coming out of eighth grade and
getting the opportunity to go to AHA
was a turning point in my life. I was
participating on the best sports teams
in the state, sitting next to some of the
smartest kids in the country, learning
from the most caring teachers I could
ever imagine.
I earned a full academic scholarship
to Washington and Lee University in
Lexington, Virginia. The opportunities
and internships I had in college set me
up for a fantastic career.
I believe 100 percent that if it hadn’t
been for the Academy of Holy Angels,
I wouldn’t be where I am today. AHA
put me on the right trajectory and
cheered me on as I took off!

When I think of my education at Holy
Angels, I first think of the wonderful
teachers, sisters, and Principal Sister
Connie Mack, who helped prepare
me for business school and a career
in accounting and payroll. Secondly,
and equally important, the AHA com
munity allowed for lifelong friendships,
helped strengthen my faith, and nurtured a commitment to giving back
through volunteering. I would not be
the person I am today without the
education, faith and support of AHA!

Mike Wise ’75
My AHA experience provided me the
guidance to be successful academically
and in my life endeavors. I also made
lifelong friends that I cherish. Now that
our boys are attending AHA, I enjoy
being engaged with the community
again. Its academic rigor, community
and family environment, and its outstanding sports, arts, and activities
opportunities make it a very special
place.

Colleen Burns Durda ’78
My Holy Angels experience gave me
a feeling of community. I believe this
gave me the confidence to see myself
as a person who can make a difference.
The school provided an environment
for my point of view and for that of
my peers. The infusion of service in the
curriculum gave me a lifelong desire to
join in, instead of just staying on the
sidelines.
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Sharen Hansen Darling in 1958

Sharen Hansen Darling ’58
The day I entered AHA in 1954 I was
a frightened little girl. My world-view
was very narrow, and I was not sure
what I was about to encounter.
In four short years my life changed.
American history classes gave me a
background into who we are in the
U.S. and how we relate to the world
around us. I saw a bigger picture than
my neighborhood. English classes
opened more unknown worlds. So
many great authors, whom I had no
idea existed, became my heroes. The
theater department became my home
away from home as I stayed late many
nights to practice for plays. I loved
being on stage because I could come
out of myself and make people laugh
and cry. Religion classes gave me information about the beliefs in our faith.
Those religion classes began to give me
permission to wonder about God and
reflect on my own. Along the way I
was making lifelong friends.
The day that I left AHA in my white
cap and gown, carrying a bouquet of
red roses, I was confident and ready to
face the world.

Connie Durigan Sandin ’50

Mike Wise 1975

In my education at Holy Angels, I
acquired the skill of independent thinking, the ability to voice my opinions
and still respect other view points.
Besides that we acquired great physical heartiness when we had to run
between the buildings—no matter
what the weather!

AROUND THE CAMPUS | School News
Student Achievements & Honors
National Merit Scholarship Finalists
Two AHA seniors were named National
Merit Scholarship Finalists in February.
They are Sean McSweeney and John
Peichel. The designation means that
these students have the opportunity to
compete for National Merit Scholarships to be offered in the spring.
Sean McSweeney and John Peichel

New National Honor Society members inducted
AHA inducted 54 new members into its chapter of the National
Honor Society (NHS) in February. To qualify for membership a
student must maintain a cumulative GPA of 3.6667 or higher, show
commitment to service, display proven leadership qualities, and exhibit
quality character. Students who meet the academic requirements
submit an application reviewed by a committee of AHA faculty and
staff. NHS members at AHA benefit the school community by participating in service and tutoring projects.
Names of the new NHS members are on AHA’s Web site,
www.academyofholyangels.org News and Events> >News Releases.

Table tennis team takes state championship
The AHA boys table tennis team beat Rochester 8-2 in the final
round on Sunday, February 10, to win the state table-tennis competition. It’s AHA’s second state win in three years. In addition, the girls
team took second place in its competition falling to Eastview in the
final round. “Our teams conducted themselves with great sportsmanship and class, said Coach Paul Kotz. “Coach (Jean-Luc) Roche and
I were very proud of both teams.”
Members of AHA’s boys winning table
tennis team are: David Tran, Sam
VanderAarde, Caleb Benz (kneeling),
Luke Ciabattoni, Jack Miler, Connor
Flaherty (kneeling), Peter McGrane,
Shane Farrell, Hugh Bernhagen, Kyle
Thomas, Sam McIlwain, Joe Lam, and
Ethan Brenny. Not pictured: Skyler
Hackett. The girls team, which took
second place in its tournament, is
not pictured. Its members are: Alexa
Snow, Beth Curoe, Sophia Anderson,
Eleanor Goblirsch, and Stef Zielke.

German students win . . . again
A team from the Academy of Holy Angels won the Best Display
category at the German Day at the Zoo event at the Minnesota Zoo
in Apple Valley in early February. The Minnesota Zoo sponsors a
series of world language days and invites language students at all
levels to attend. Among the events are presentations about the zoo’s
collections—delivered in the day’s featured language by upper-level
students. AHA is a perennial winner in the competitive events.

Academy of Holy Angels

news briefs
Fall sports honors listed
All Conference: Laura Bagwell ’16, cross country; Sam Keis ’13,
Anthony Baysah ’13, Wallace Hicks ’13, Matt Bowlin ’13, Adam
Hoffman ’14, Kevin Ross ’13, football; Peter McGrane ’13, Luke
Ciabattoni ’13, Sam VanderAarde ’13, Alex Czachor ’14, boys
soccer; Megan Nicklay ’13, Caitlin Frear ’13, Vivien Schultz ’15,
Bridget Schoffman ’15, girls soccer; Rachel Schneider ’13, girls
tennis; Haley Weis ’13, volleyball.
All STATE: Luke Ciabattoni ’13, Peter McGrane ’13, Sam Vander
Aarde ’13, boys soccer; Bridget Schoffman ’15, girls soccer
PARTICIPANTS IN STATE TOURNAMENTS: Rachel Schneider ’13, Alexa
Snow ’13, girls tennis
McKenzie logs 250 wins
AHA Boys Basketball Head Coach Larry McKenzie logged his
250th career victory as the boys defeated Hill-Murray 74-63 on
Monday, December 10.
Alipate and Baysah sign letters of intent
AHA football players Mikias Alipate ’13 and
Anthony Baysah ’13 have signed NCAA letters
of intent to play college football. Mikias will
enroll at South Dakota State University, and
Anthony will enroll at Minnesota State University, Moorhead.
Sam Keis gets some respect
Sam Keis ’13 was one of this year’s nominees for the Minnesota
Mr. Football award. The award is sponsored by the Minnesota
Football Coaches Association and the Minnesota Vikings.
Nick Anderson featured
AHA senior Nick Anderson ’13 was featured in a story in the
Star Tribune and on two metro television stations this winter.
Anderson, who is the manager for the AHA boys basketball
team, has cerebral palsy, a disability that has limited his
physical involvement in sports. Nevertheless, he had the
opportunity to play in two varsity basketball games this year,
and scored twice in one of them—amid the cheers of his team
mates. He called the experience “. . . a dream come true.”
Winter sports and activities honors
Many winter teams were still in competition when this magazine
went to print. However, we do know that Sarah Skogmo ’14,
Anne De Salvo ’13, Tommy Huss ’14, and Austin Burns ’15 were
named All Conference in Alpine ski. The boys Alpine Ski Team
and the Boys Basketball team took conference honors. Sarah
Skogmo competed in the state ski meet for the third time, and
Jacob Nelson ’16 competed in the state math tournament.
In addition, the AHA Team Gold Competition
Cheer team took third place at the MCCA
State Cheerleading Competition and went on
to capture first runner-up place at nationals.

Sarah Skogmo
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Service: it’s in the DNA at Academy of Holy Angels
Service is embedded in all aspects of student life at Holy Angels. Here are a few recent examples.
In sports.

n

As part of its Faith in Action program, AHA encourages
members of sports teams and clubs to engage in service
together. Here are a few examples:
n

In November, the Competition Cheer Team prepared
and served a meal for Loaves and Fishes at Hope Church
in Richfield.

n

The Boys Hockey Team served meals to the residents and
guests at House of Charity in Minneapolis.

n

The AHA Girls Hockey Team worked at Bridging.
Bridging provides household items for homeless families
who are moving into homes and apartments. The girls
helped load and unload trucks, sort donated items, and
more.

The Academy of Holy Angels Tennis Team members and
the school’s food service vendor, Taher, Inc. collaborated
to sponsor a pancake breakfast at the school on Veterans’
Day, Sunday, November 11, from 9 a.m. to noon. The
event raised funds for the new Richfield veterans’ memorial known as the Honoring All Veterans Memorial. The
Honoring All Veterans Memorial is under construction
and is almost complete at Richfield’s Veterans’ Park, at
66th Street and Portland Avenue. When finished, the
memorial will feature a bronze statue of longtime Richfield
resident Charles Lindberg, who was one of the first two
flag raisers at Iwo Jima. The memorial will also include
a series of granite tablets on which the names of veterans
will be engraved. The tennis-minded sponsors of the pancake breakfast dubbed the event: Net Gain—Serving It Up
For Those Who Serve.

In organizations.

AHA’s Competition
Cheer team put down
the pompoms, picked
up hair nets, and
prepared a meal for
Loaves and Fishes

The Girls Hockey
Team members
worked at Bridging.

n

Again this year, Student Government sponsored AHA’s
Christmas Basket Drive. It’s the school’s longest standing service project. Each homeroom adopted one family
in need (identified by Family Solutions) and collected gifts,
household items, food gift certificates,
and more for the families.

n

Service can be fun, too. On
December 7, AHA’s SAS
(Students Assisting Students)
organization brought the
St. Nicholas Day tradition
to life at school by playing
Santa and leaving candy in
the shoes that other students
had enthusiastically lined up in
the hallways outside their classrooms.
It’s just one thing that SAS does every year
to make sure that life at AHA is enjoyable and
that students feel part of the community.

“The men and women who fought to protect us and preserve
the notion that mankind was meant to be free were much on our
minds as Veterans’ Day approached,” said Holy Angels social
studies teacher and tennis coach Steve Werle, “and our tennis team
members and their families wanted to do a project which would
honor them and to raise some funds for a lasting memorial.”
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The tennis team “served up” pancakes to
benefit the Richfield veterans memorial.

Service at AHA | AROUND THE CAMPUS
“Through our Christmas Basket
Drive, this year we were able
to make the holidays brighter
for 55 families, ranging in size
from a single father and his
eight-month-old daughter to
a grandmother and her seven
grandchildren. As in past years,
our students and their families
were generous and caring. The
families we sponsored came to
AHA to pick up their gifts and
left with tears and smiles of
joy, knowing that they were not
alone, but that the AHA community is one with them,” said AHA
Student Government Advisor
Gregg Sawyer.

The Christmas Basket Drive is one of AHA’s
longest standing service projects.

Taking service into your community . . .
and your world.
n

Many AHA students engage in service
projects individually, outside of school.
Thomas Heer ’13 is an example. In
January, he went to Haiti on a service
trip through Mission Haiti, Inc., an
organization led by AHA alum Jimmy
Dunn ’85. The group of ten travelers was
made up primarily members of the Annunciation parish in South Minneapolis. They worked
in a variety of sites in the area outside of Port-Au-Prince,
near an area where Annunciation has teamed with a sister parish.
“We visited schools, a home for abandoned women, and a center for
orphans and babies whose parents can’t take care of them,” Thomas
said. “We played with the kids, helped with meals, changed diapers,
visited with teachers and with the women at the abandoned women’s
center. We helped high school kids with their English; we visited a
Feed My Starving Children distribution site. We even saw meals that
had been packed in Eagan in use there.

“Haiti is recovering from the earthquake,” he continued, “but there’s
still rubble in some places and work to be done. We visited a mass grave
site where victims from the quake are buried; it really makes an impact
to see it.
“I think I gained a better perspective on how fortunate I am from
visiting Haiti,” he said. “And I think the trip is valuable to the people of
Haiti because now we understand better the projects we support there,
and can build support by talking to people here at home about what
we saw and did.”
Thomas isn’t alone in his commitment to service projects outside
of the AHA realm. For example, Joey Hughes ’15, Luke Peters ’13,
and Laura Wee ’16 joined a group of students from the St. Paul/
Minneapolis Archdiocese in participating in the March for Life prolife
rally in Washington, D.C. in January. After all, the goal of encouraging
service participation at AHA is to prepare students to be thoughtful and
intentional about continuing in service to others after high school.

Making it personal . . .
Sometimes students participate in service projects intended to meet
needs across the world. Other times, it’s a simple decision to support a
friend who’s going through a rough patch. AHA senior hockey player
Tony Haeg was diagnosed with Non Hodgkins Lymphoma in February.
Because he knew his treatment would include chemotherapy—and he
probably would lose his hair—he shaved his head. Today’s hockey
players tend to favor their longish, curly locks, but when they found
out about Tony, all the members of the AHA boys hockey team got
buzz cuts to show their support. And, not to be outdone, all the coaches
got together at a South Minneapolis hair salon one February evening
and did the same. It won’t make Tony’s recovery time any shorter, but
it sure lets him know that people are on his side!

AHA hockey coaches and team members got
buzz cuts to show support for team member
Tony Haeg ’13 while he was participating in
chemotherapy.
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AROUND THE CAMPUS | Performing Arts
What’s happening in Theater . . .

Once in a Lifetime.

Starlight Productions kicked off
the 2012-13 performing arts season in the fall with Once
in a Lifetime, a story about the end of silent films, the birth
of the “talkies” and how life changed because of them.

Artists win awards
Several Holy Angels students earned awards in the
Richfield Teen Art Contest this fall. They include:
n	Anne

Prins ’13, who received an Honorable Mention for
her photo;

n

Maddie Karl ’13 who received an Honorable Mention;

n

	Lisa Mikos ’13 who earned Second Place for her watercolor;

n

	Abby Kneeland ’13 who won a Richfield Optimists Award
for a mixed media piece;

n

	Haezal Hartung ’14 who earned a Richfield Optimist’s
Award for a drawing;

n

	Ethan Nelson ’14 who earned an award for photography, and

n

	Anna Blackburn ’12 who earned a Richfield Arts
Commission Special Award for a mixed media piece.

The artwork was on display at the Augsburg Park Library in
November and December.
n	In

addition, Maddie Karl ’13 received an Honorable
Mention Award in the Minnesota Scholastic Art
Competition.

AHA’s fall show, Once in a Lifetime, focused on the film industry
in the 1920s.

One act goes to sections. In January, Holy Angels
took second place in section competition of the Minnesota
State High School League one-act play contest. The production
of God of Carnage is about two pairs of parents and what
happens when they meet to iron out a playground conflict
involving their children.

Coming this spring to a theater
or concert hall near you!
Whether you’re looking for culture or just fun enter
tainment, AHA has something for you this spring.

Hairspray

AHA’s spring musical Hairspray opens
on Saturday, April 13, at 7 p.m.

Other performances are:

Sunday, April 14, 4 p.m. Friday, April 26, 7 pm.
Friday, April 19, 7 p.m.	Saturday, April 27, 7 p.m.
Sunday, April 21, 4 p.m.	Sunday, April 28, 4 p.m.
Call 612-798-2651 for details.

Plan to be at our Spring Pops Concert for some great
band and choral music. It’s Wednesday, May 22 at
7 p.m. at Holy Angels.
The cast and crew of AHA’s one-act play God of Carnage.

Their work is a form of artistry, too . . .
They’re masters at getting things set up, taken down, and looking
“spiffy”! A new feature this year of AHA’s weekly convocation
gatherings has been something called an AHA Way Moment. It’s a
brief opportunity to recognize some member of the community who
demonstrates behaviors consistent with the AHA Way. Among the
very first honorees were the members of AHA’s maintenance staff,
who have a longstanding reputation for being willing to go beyond
the expected to help regulars and guests alike—and to do it all
with a very engaging sense of humor.
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Pictured here is AHA’s maintenance crew: (front row—left to right)
Abel Lopez, Carolyn Spratt, Erik Rasmussen, Dan McDermott,
(second row) Phil Eaton, Gaspar Lopez, and Doug Vinge.

AHA
ALUMNI

Alumni
We
Want Youcalendar
to Know. . .

N e w s f o r a l ums

You’re cordially invited! Put these dates on your calendar.

For more information about anything on this page, contact Carrie Robarge Carroll
in our Alumni Office at ccarroll@academyofholyangels.org or 612-798-0775.

Memories from recent AHA class reunions
There’s nothing like a reunion for catching up.
• The class of 1972 met on December 2 at Biaggi’s Restaurant in Eden Prairie
• The class of 1982 met on October 5 at Pizza Luce in Richfield
• The class of 1987 met October 27 at Pinstripes in Edina
• The class of 1997 met September 21 at Cadillac Ranch in the Mall of America

AHA thanks donors who have made contributions to the school in honor or their reunions this
year. If you haven’t donated yet, there’s still time during this fiscal year which ends on June 30,
2013. But don’t wait! Make sure your class has the highest alumni participation rate possible
and make your gift today at www.academyofholyangels.org /donate.
1982

We send special
thanks to participants
of the 1962 and 1977
class reunions. Each
group made a $1,000
contribution to the AHA
Scholarship Fund. Gifts
like these are signifi
cant in promoting the
mission of Holy Angels,
and we’re grateful.

The Activities Hall of Fame ceremony is moving
You didn’t miss it! We’re moving the Activities Hall
of Fame induction reception and celebration to
Homecoming, September 27, 2013. Watch for infor
mation about the inductees.

Are you getting our newsletter?
The Alumni Department distributes an e-mail
newsletter each month.
• Not getting it? Contact Carrie Carroll to have
your e-mail address added.
• Already reading the newsletter? Maybe there’s
additional content or features you’d like to see.
Let us know! (Read it all. We’ve been known
to insert hidden contests and give-aways in the
newsletter.)

You’d be so cool in this
Alumni T-Shirt!
AHA alumni T-shirts are
totally classy, and you need
one! To order call the Alumni
Department at 612-798-0775.

You can make history
You can nominate someone for a Rising Star,
Angelus, or Activities Hall of Fame award. Do it by
going to www.academyofholyangels.org > Alumni >
Alumni Awards.

1987

Reunions on the horizon . . .

More alumni events to enjoy!
March 25 | Alumni Gathering in Florida

May 14 | Awards Galore!

Alumni and friends who will be in Florida are
invited to gather for lunch at Hemingways at
Coconut Point Mall in Estero, Florida, at
11:30 a.m. on Monday, March 25. For more
information check out the AHA website.
(www.academyofholyangels.org >Alumni>/
Events and Reunions) or contact Sunny Wicka
at sunnywicka@comcast.net or Sheila Kelly
at msheilakelly@gmail.com.

AHA will honor the 2013 Angelus, St. Joseph,
and Possumus award winners at the Radisson
Blu, Mall of America. Learn more about
the award winners on page 13 of this
Communiqué.

April 20 | Starfest
Holy Angels hosts its biggest annual fund
raiser on campus on Saturday, April 20. Learn
more on page 14 of this Communiqué.

April 28 | Golden Stars Event
On Sunday, April 28, alumnae are invited to
celebrate their time at AHA as well as the
school’s strong tradition of the theater. The
social begins at 2 p.m. followed by a perfor
mance of our spring musical Hairspray.

June 19 | Golf Tournament
Join us for our 2013 Shoot for the Stars
tourney at Deer Run in Victoria, Minnesota.
Learn more on page 13 of this Communiqué.
Watch for details about these events on
our website www.academyofholyangels.org,
in the e-newsletter, and/or in your mailbox.

Stay Connected with AHA!
www.facebook.com/academyofholyangels
LinkedIn: Academy of Holy Angels Network

If you graduated in a year ending with a 3 or an 8, you’ve got a
reunion coming. It’s time for you to get involved. If you have ideas
or want to join the planning, contact our Alumni Office. The more
the merrier.
Don’t miss your reunion.
Check the alumni page at www.academyofholyangels.org frequently
as dates, times, and details will be added as they are finalized.
Here’s what we know so far:
Class of 1953
Class of 1958
Class of 1963
Class of 1968

Saturday, June 15
Wednesday, September 25
Friday, October 4
Contact Janet Andresen Anderson at
507-219-0680 for plan details
Class of 1973	Saturday June 8. Contact Brenda Durke to
get involved at bdurke@mac.com
Class of 1978	Contact Sue Coldwell Bader for information
Class of 1988 	Contact Annette Nesseth for information
anessethcmt@gmail.com.
Class of 1993 Friday, May 17. Contact Chris Ritz at
ritzchris@hotmail.com
Class of 1998 Contact Sarah Kuenle sarakuenle@gmail.com
or Nick Loch at locholas@yahoo.com
winter 2013 Communiqué
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The Capital campaign supported everything from new classrooms, to a new roof, to happy students!

We Can Capital Campaign moves to its final phase
Holy Angels introduced its We Can Capital Campaign in 2011 to support
program enhancements and facility improvements. So far, community members
have committed $3 million to that cause.

Here are some of the things we’ve accomplished:
• We’ve completely redesigned and rebuilt our food service area to provide

better, more healthful meals, more space, and a better dining experience.
• We’ve replaced the roof on a significant portion of our building and made

other building improvements.
• We’ve completed four, brand new, state-of-the art classrooms in the unused

space in our Convocation Center. Those classrooms are now home to our
World Language Department.

“Every student’s
experience at AHA
has been enhanced
by this effort.”
— AHA President Tom Shipley

• We’ve invested in additional teacher training and student financial aid.

What’s next?
In the fall of 2012, AHA entered a final phase of the We Can Campaign to
address other needs consistent with campaign priorities, including;
• Program Enhancements: We are committed to funding student financial aid

and professional development opportunities for AHA staff.
•	Ensure Long-Term School Success: It is our goal to provide for sustainability by

promoting growth of the AHA Endowment and the AHA Legacy Society.
• Facility Improvements: Plans are underway to improve classrooms and the

StarDome.

“My students and
I love the bright,
new, comfortable
facilities. Everything
is ‘just right.’ The
environment supports our learning
instead of detracting from it. We
have fantastic new Smart Boards
which provide direct, easy distribution of information and allow for
hands-on student participation.”
— World Language Department Chair
Verena Luthy-Clay

You can help!
The success of the We Can Campaign depends on you! To learn more or make
a commitment, contact Development Director Brian McCartan at 612-798-2618
or bmccartan@academyofholyangels.org.

Supporting AHA can be a lot of fun!
Just ask Jim and Carolyn Duffy and Dave and Ann Wichmann. As part of the live auction in last fall’s
Booster Club Steak Fry, they purchased a trip to Madison, Wisconsin, to see a Gopher vs. Badger
basketball game. The outing was hosted by AHA President Tom Shipley and his wife Beth. And a
good time was had by all!
(Front row, left to right) Ann Wichmann, Beth Shipley, Carolyn Duffy. (Back row) Dave Wichmann, Tom Shipley,
and Jim Duffy all enjoyed a Gopher vs. Badgers basketball game at the University of Wisconsin, Madison.
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USING AND SHARING OUR RESOURCES
AHA Awards ceremony set for May 14
Tuesday, May 14, 2013, will be a big day for AHA! It’s when we’ll
present our Angelus Distinguished Alumni Award, the Possumus
Community Service Award, and St. Joseph Award during a reception
at the Radisson Blu Hotel at Mall of America.

LUS AWARD
ANGE

ST. JO

SEPH AWARD

UMUS AWARD
POSS

The Angelus Award goes to an AHA alumnus who has made
significant contributions to school and community. The 2013
winner is Martie Trader Glockner ’57.
The St. Joseph Award goes to a non-alum who has contributed
significantly to the school community. This year’s winner is
former AHA Principal Sister Katherine DuVal (Mary Walter).
The Possumus Award goes to AHA community members whose
volunteer service efforts and positive energy have enriched
the AHA community. The Latin word “possumus” means
we can and has long been the motto of the Sisters of St. Joseph
who founded AHA. This year’s winners are Phil and Michele
Barnhill, Terry and Kathy North, and Joe and Felicia O’Neill.

Holy Angels is very blessed to have alumni and friends who support
the school, and this is our time to honor them. Watch your mail, your
e-mail and our website for more details about the ceremony and plan to
attend.
You’ll find a wrap-up of the ceremony and more about all the winners
and their accomplishments in the summer edition of the Communiqué.

Ready to think about golf?
Winter’s not quite over, but it won’t be long before
the golf clubs start emerging from the back of the closet.
AHA’s 2013 Shoot for the Stars Golf Tournament is
set for Wednesday, June 19, 2013, at Deer Run in
Victoria. It’s a great venue, and it’s a perfect opportunity
to spend a summer day on the links with friends and
enjoy dinner and an auction, too. Sponsorships and a
dinner-auction only option will be available again this
year. Proceeds benefit the AHA Activities Program.
Watch for a brochure in the mail; visit www.acadmyofholyangels.org
> Make a Gift > Shoot for the Stars, or contact Carrie Carroll at
ccarroll@academyofholyangels.org or 612-798-0775.

This year’s Rising Star is . . .
AHA’s annual Rising Star Young
Alumni Award was presented
to Jessica Billings ’05 during
convocation at the school in
early March. The award recognizes the professional accomplishments and community
involvements of young alumni
under the age of 40.
Jessica Billings
Jessica is the current Miss
Pennsylvania. She is an honor graduate from St.
Mary’s College of Notre Dame with a degree in business
marketing and sociology. She works as a flight attendant for Delta airlines. She also is a print and runway
model and has been a brand ambassador for several
companies.

Jessica already was interested in community
service during high school and was very active in SADD
(Students Against Destructive Decisions) at AHA. She
was chosen to serve as the organization’s national
spokesperson.
During college, she interned for the National
Highway/ Transportation Administration, the Center
for Disease Control’s SOPHE Project, and the FIA
Foundation’s Make Roads Safe. In 2007, she was
selected by the White House to attend the United
Nations World Youth Leadership Assembly in Geneva,
Switzerland.
Today she serves on the Global Road Safety
Taskforce for the World Health Organization.
She also is active in autism awareness groups and
has served as a sibling advocate for the Autism Society,
has volunteered for the Autism Society’s fundraisers,
has spoken at legislative forums at the Minnesota
State Capitol about the need for funding and services
for people with autism, has participated in a sibling
control group in research conducted at the University
of Minnesota, has volunteered with the PACER Center
as a trained disability puppeteer, and more.

Thanks for your generosity during Give to the Max Day
More than 200 community members helped raise $112,000 for the Academy of
Holy Angels in one day on Give to the Max Day, November 15. Give to the Max Day
is a one-day event in Minnesota where nonprofits are invited to participate in an online
appeal. More than 4,300 organizations participated in 2012.
In addition to direct donations, AHA also earned an additional $1,000 for
ending up in tenth place in the “leader board” of organizations gathering
donations that day.
We thank you for your support of AHA during Give to the Max Day!
winter 2013 Communiqué
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★ APRIL 20, 2013 ★

The stars will shine
bright during Starfest
Starfest returns again for another on-campus
gala performance. It’s a great way to celebrate
your school and help support its future by coming
“home” for a night of food, fun, and fellowship.

Starfest is AHA’s biggest annual fundraiser.
Proceeds support student financial aid and provide
funds for technology, learning materials, teacher
salaries and benefits, building maintenance and
enhancements, and offset basic operating costs.
The evening includes silent and live auctions, dinner by D’Amico, and music and
dancing featuring the Sevilles. This year’s auction includes vacations to Hawaii
and the Bahamas, “staycations” on Minnesota lakes, great dining opportunities
with renowned chefs, class-specific buy-in parties, and much more.
Join us! Tickets are $75. Registration ends on April 3. Register at www.academy
ofholyangels.org/Starfest or contact Aileen Cinque at aileenstarfest@gmail.com.

Here are more fun ways to be part of Starfest
hBid online on auction items. Visit www.biddingforgood.com/holyangels in
early April to buy great auction items and to support the event.

hB
 uy a raffle ticket. This year, we have two great raffles. Last year’s Masters
Golf Tournament raffle was so successful that we’re bringing it back. And,
we have a second raffle featuring a great package at the Phoenician Spa in
Phoenix. See all the details at www.academyofholyangels.org > Quick Links
> Starfest. Print the raffle form, complete it, and mail it to AHA.

The Masters Raffle includes:

The Phoenician Spa Raffle includes:

• Two tournament passes plus two

• Three-to-four night stay for two at

hospitality badges for the Masters 2014
tournament in Augusta, Georgia (Thursday,
April 10, and Friday, April 11, 2014)
• Lodging for two nights in a luxury condo
• $1,000 to help cover travel expenses
• Parking and two Masters souvenir chairs

Scottsdale’s Phoenician Five Diamond
Resort
(The Phoenician is a premier, AAA resort with

a 27-hole championship golf course, a tennis
complex, 9 pools, a $25 million art collection,
cactus garden, four-star spa, and more.)

• Two 50-minute spa treatments
• Dinner for two at Il Terrazzo

Tickets are $100 each and 500 will be sold.
Here’s the fine print about our raffles: Drawing takes place at
Starfest on April 20, 2013. License #X-27101. Winners need
not be present to win. Participants must be 18 or older to
purchase ticket or win prize. Winner is responsible for fees or
taxes. See all the details at www.academyofholyangels.org >
Quick Links > Starfest

• $500 to help cover travel expenses

Tickets are $50 each and 300 will be sold.

hT
 o purchase tickets for either raffle, contact Stacy McVary at 612-798-2628
smcvary@academyofholyangels.org or Aileen Cinque at 612-805-9173
aileenstarfest@gmail.com.
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Leave a lasting legacy!

Name Holy Angels
in your estate plan
AHA Legacy Society members have
chosen to remember the school in
their wills or other estate plans. The
Legacy Society has grown to more
than 60 members. Together, these
donors are helping AHA meet the
needs of students by supporting
education today and by building an
endowment for the future.

Be part of the momentum
Building a sizeable endowment is
not a short-term strategy. It requires
the commitment of many donors
over a significant period of time. We
invite you to become a part of this
movement. Think about designating
one percent of your estate to Holy
Angels. It’s an act that will ensure a
bright future for many students in
years to come.

It’s flexible
Any of the following gifts qualifies you
for Legacy Society membership;
• Include AHA in your will
•D
 esignate AHA as a beneficiary in a
life insurance policy or qualified
retirement plan
•E
 stablish a charitable gift annuity for
the school
•C
 reate a charitable trust with Holy
Angels as a beneficiary

It’s tax advantaged
A planned gift can provide tax benefits
in your current financial planning or in
your estate.

Act today
Find out more by contacting
AHA Development Director
Brian McCartan at 612-798-2618 or
bmccartan@academyofholyangels.org.

CLASS NOTES
1950s
Connie Durigan Sandin ’50 writes, “Since our class reunion
last spring, a group of us have continued to meet for lunch on
a quarterly basis at various locations. Kate Schindler Hage,
Marlys Hagen Weber, Rita Foster, CSJ, Mary Ann Kirby Begin,
Pat Tiffany Temple, and I met at The Lowry in Uptown in
December and had a great visit! Anyone from our class wishing
to join us next time, please call Connie Sandin 952-881-9998.

1960s
Mary Jo Holtby Copeland ’60 received the
Presidential Citizens Medal in February. It is
the nation’s second-highest civilian honor.
The medal was awarded by President Obama
in a White House Ceremony. The Star Tribune
said, “For Copeland, this is the second time her
lifetime of charitable work has been recognized
by an American president. She also was the face of President
George W. Bush’s faith-based initiative in the early days of his
first term. Copeland received the Citizens Medal for providing
food, shelter and clothing to thousands of people who come to
Sharing and Caring hands each month.” Copeland won AHA’s
alumni Angelus award for service in 1994.
Janet Andresen Anderson ’68 lives in Austin, Minnesota, and
is serving her second term on the Austin City Council. She also
works KAAL TV (an ABC affiliate) as promotion coordinator.
She and her husband Scott are proud grandparents of Jaxon
Scott, son of daughter Megan and son-in-law Brandon. She is
active in theater and historic preservation projects.
Catherine Ghostley ’68 writes, “My son, Seth Hartigan, while
on a Fulbright scholarship, is teaching at the second oldest
University in People’s Republic of China in association with the
University of Liverpool and University of Texas. He has moved
to Suzhou near Shanghai.” Seth earned his JD and LLM degrees
at the University of Wisconsin and a bachelor’s degree from
the University of Minnesota. He also studied at the University
of Maryland and earned a master’s degree the University of
Leicester in England.

1970s
Kathleen Blatz ’72 and her husband Wheelock Whitney are the
proud owners of a racehorse appropriately named Holy Angel.
She became a three-year-old filly on January 1, 2013. Holy Angel
has not been in a race but will be going to the track soon. She is
well bred. Her mother is New Castle Lady whose grandfather was
Seattle Slew, one of America’s best sires. Her father, Chapel Royal,
stands in Ocala, Florida, and is one of Florida’s best stallions.

Joe Clubb ’79 received a Leading with Faith award in 2012
from the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis and the
Catholic Spirit. Clubb is the Group Director of Mental Health
and addiction care at St. Joseph’s Hospital.
About him, his nominators said, “Patients with mental
illness and/or addiction can be some of the most challenging
in the health-care system. Joe unwaveringly puts these patients
first. . . As a leader, in fact, he reminds us it is our mission
as spiritual people to care for those whose lives are in the
margins.”

1980s
Mark Haeg ’83 and Janine Malcolm
were married last July in Boulder,
Colorado. Mark, Janine, and Janine’s
daughter Eleanor live in Boulder.
Among the AHA community
members at the wedding were Roger
Penn ’83, Tim Becker ’83, Tom
Sandvik ’83, brothers Joe Haeg ’81
and Tom Haeg ’85, sister Sarah
Haeg Roers ’87, John Haeg ’09,
Anthony Haeg ’13, Ben Haeg ’13,
and Zach Haeg ’15.
Mark Haeg and Janine Malcolm

Ann Labree Russell ’61
met Mark Haeg ’83 and
his family in Arches
National Park.

Mark Haeg ’83, his wife Janine, and
daughter were traveling in Arches
National Park recently. They spied a
Minnesota license plate and started
a conversation with the other car’s
occupants. It led to the, “Where did
you go to high school?” question.
Turns out the answer was “Holy
Angels” from both sides as Ann
Labree Russell ’61 was in the second
car. The AHA alums got to know one
another while the whole group hiked
together for several miles.

James “Jimmy” Dunn ’85 is president of a nonprofit called
Mission Haiti which supports an elementary school, a home
for abandoned women, and a farm project. In January, he led
a mission trip to those sites. (See associated story about AHA
student Thomas Heer on page 7 of this Communiqué.)
Paul Thissen ’85 is listed number six in the Minnesota
Monthly’s compendium of the most influential people in the
Twin Cities. Thissen is speaker of the Minnesota House of
Representatives.

Changing your mailing address or e-mail address?
Send your changes to Carrie Carroll in the Alumni Office:
Holy Angel is shown above. Horse racing isn’t the only sport on
Kathleen Blatz’s and Wheelock Whitney’s agenda. They’re pictured
here enjoying a Twins game last fall with AHA President Tom Shipley
and his wife Beth.

email: ccarroll@academyofholyangels.org
phone: 612-798-0775
web: www.academyofholyangels.org > alumni > alumni online directory
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CLASS NOTES
Steve Dolan ’88 has been named director of track and field
and cross country at the University of Pennsylvania. In this
position, Dolan oversees all aspects of the men’s and women’s
track and field and cross country program. Prior to joining the
University of Pennsylvania, Dolan was the head men’s cross
country coach and assistant men’s track coach at Princeton.
Dolan helped the Princeton Tigers to Ivy League Heptagonal
Cross Country Championships in five of the past six years.
Dolan and his wife, Nicole, have two children, Timothy and
Sean.

2000s
Susan King Borchardt ’00 and her husband Curtis, both
of whom have played professional basketball, came to AHA
in November to talk with middle school students about
basketball, conditioning and health, and to run some drills.

Susan King Borchardt and her husband Curtis caused quite a stir when
they came to AHA to talk with middle school kids about basketball
this fall. Curtis is visible in this photo, but Susan was swallowed up by
all her admirers.

Amanda Rose Gwost ’00 wed James Reinhart Dotson on
November 3, 2012, at Saint John the Baptist Catholic Church
in Savage, Minnesota. The
wedding dress was a vintage
1950s pattern handmade by
Rosie’s mother. Members
of the bridal party included
Katie Gwost ’02 and Melanie
Collins ’11. Other AHA alumni
in attendance were Margaret
Reinhardt Pittelko ’00, Nicholas
Kraemer ’00, Patrick Martell ’00,
Amy Austin ’00, and Christine
Esterl ’03.
Amanda Rose Gwost
and James Reinhart Dotson were
married on November 3, 2012.

Larry Fitzgerald ’01, a wide receiver for
the Arizona Cardinals, was one of three
finalists for this year’s Walter Payton NFL
Man of the Year award for service. Dallas
Cowboys tight end Jason Witten won the
award.
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Michael Santos ’01 officially
joined the ranks of the Shakopee
Police Department last spring.
Pictured in a photo taken in at
the swearing-in ceremony are
Michael, center; brother Jon ’13,
far left; father Brian; mom Meri
Hedstrom Santos ’75; and brother
Brandon ’05.
Doug Nelson ’03,
Erik Heltne ’03, Ross
Cooney ’04, Kevin
Rollwagen ’03, Mike
Taylor ’04, and Nick
Reichert (a Southwest
High School alum) won
the US Pond Hockey
Championship held
in the Twin Cities in
January. They took
second place in last
year’s tournament.
Maddie Brozen ’04 is the Program Manager for the UCLA
(University of California, Los Angeles) Complete Streets
Initiative. In this role, she conducts research, engages with
the community and lectures to graduate students in urban
planning and public policy at the UCLA Luskin School of
Public Affairs. Most recently, Maddie’s research and grants
helped to build two mini-parks, known as “parklets” in
Downtown Los Angeles. Earlier this year,
she presented this research in Minneapolis
to a group interested in this concept including
representatives from the Department of Public
Works, Metro Transit, and the Downtown
Improvement District. Maddie holds a
master’s degree in urban planning from
UCLA and a bachelor’s degree in urban
studies from the University of New Orleans.
Jessica Billings ’05 was named Miss Pennsylvania USA 2013
in December. She recently received AHA’s Rising Star Award.
See related story on page 13 of this Communiqué.
Katelyn Farstad ’06 was named by Minnesota Artist, a state
arts organization, as one of “Ten Minnesota Artists to Watch
in 2013”.
Andrew Engelhart ’07 recently participated in a contest ultimately aimed at winning a trip to Washington, D.C., to pitch
his clean-technology idea to investors. His project focuses on
technology that produces clean hydrogen and injectable CO2
from coal. Learn more at www.greenhartinc.com.
Kristin Betlej ’08 and Bridget Cable ’08
both graduated this December from the
University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire. Kristin
earned a degree in kinesiology with a minor
in gerontology. Bridget earned majors in
special education and elementary education
and is teaching at Bryn Mawr Elementary
in Minneapolis.

Kristin Betlej and
Bridget Cable

Angie Nordstrom ’11, who is a cadet at the United States Naval
Academy, marched in this January’s inaugural parade in
Washington, D.C.
Mike Reilly 12, a freshman at the University of Minnesota, was a
member of the championship US World Junior Ice Hockey team.
The US team beat Sweden in Ufa, Russia, for the gold medal.

Notes from Pat Haws, AHA teacher 1972–73
We received this note from Pat Haws, who served as a teacher
and coach at AHA during the 1972-73 school year. Here’s what
he had to say:
“It was 40 years ago that Academy of Holy
Angels admitted boys for the first time. Tom
Sazdoff , Gary Rufsvold, and I were added to
the staff as full-time teachers/coaches for the
1972-73 academic year. Tom taught freshman
math and was the head football coach, assistant coach for basketball and co-head coach
Patrick Haws
for boys and girls track. Gary taught social
AHA teacher 1972-73
studies and served as the athletic director,
head basketball coach, assistant football coach, and admissions
recruiter. I taught all of the math classes for the sophomores,
juniors, and seniors and was the head wrestling coach, co-head
coach for boys and girls track, and an assistant football coach.
“Our boy’s football, basketball, hockey and baseball teams
competed at the junior varsity level because there were no senior
boys and only a handful of boys in the junior class. The wrestling and track and field teams competed as varsity teams. We
had a great football season that year finishing 7-2. The other
boys’ teams were competitive, as well. The wrestling team claims
the first boys’ AHA varsity victory as it defeated Minneapolis
Lutheran 18-15! After the match, my stipend for coaching
wrestling was doubled from $50 to $100.
“I loved my year at AHA and was looking forward to returning
for the 1973-74 school year. However, in June of 1973, I was
offered a position at St. John’s University as the head swimming
and diving coach, eventually also became the head soccer coach,
and spent the rest of my working career at St. John’s University
retiring in June of 2010.
“One of my ‘star’ math students at AHA was the infamous Mike
Lynch, of WCCO radio!
“I receive and read every issue
of Communiqué. While paging
through your magazine, I enjoy
recalling my wonderful year as
an AHA Co-Star! I am proud of
my experience at AHA and take
satisfaction in my small role in
launching the Academy of Holy
Angels towards its place today
as a Minnesota academic and
sports powerhouse.
Pat and Mary Ann Haws
1970s

Sincerely, Pat Haws

In Loving Memory . . .
To have someone remembered in this column, contact Carrie
Carroll at 612-798-0775 or ccarroll@academyofholyangels.org.
We apologize for omissions due to lack of information.
AHA Alumni
Margaret Huber Berlin ’53 (6-14-09)
Charlotte Curtin Peterson Boulay ’46, grandmother of Rob Hollway ’04,
Phillip Hollway ’05, Hannah Hollway ’08, Greta Bauer ’01, and Blake
Bauer ’06.
Catherine “Punky” Freeman Butler ’53 (11-10 -12)
Mary Russell Dolloff ’47 (5-12-12)
Sharane McManus Dukatz ’56 (4-23-12)
Mary Lou Fadell Hines ’51, sister of Kathleen F. Benson ’54 and Linda
Stubbs ’59 (1-13-13)
Louise Hunkins ’55 (7-12-12)
Johnathan Lahr ’95, brother of Brian Lahr ’96 and Jeff Lahr ’00 (1-1-13)
Jeanne Murphy Lamb ’41 (2-14-13)
Kathleen Omites Lindberg ’55 (10-20-12)
Mary Rocheford Mulheran ’38, mother of Mollie Mulheran Raih ’61,
Kathleen Mulheran Knopick ’62, and grandmother of Kathleen
Mulheran ’04 (12-4-12)
Geraldine Harehan Murray ’52 (5-20-12)
Eric Peterson ’87 (2-9-13)
Rosemary Coleman Ring ’35, sister of Angela Coleman Foster ’47 (2-13)
Jeannine Casebolt Siggerud ’54 (5-1-12)
Denise Diana Teslow ’68

AHA COMMUNITY MEMBERS
Robert Alton, father of Kathleen Alton ’86 (7-12-12)
Yugen Akuloff, father of AHA transportation employee Alex Akuloff
Andrew J. Bauer, grandfather of Karl ’12 and Megan ’14 Bauer.
Father-in-law of Kathryn Susag Bauer ’88 (12-24-12)
William E. Berg, husband of Geraldine Wallace Berg ’53 (10-13-12)
William Beiersdorf, father of Barb Beiersdorf ’64 (2-7-13)
Bill Braddock, husband of Margaret Sydness Braddock ’53 (1-8-13)
Mary Egger Dornik, mother of Molly Dornik Mork ’65, Joan Dornik
Gillham ’74 and John Dornik ’80. Mother in-law of Greg Gillham ’75.
Grandmother of Graham Gillham ’03, Jack Gillham ’10, Sean
Dornik ’12, and Delaney Dornik ’15
Leone Eichten, mother of John ’83, Michael ’84 and Molly Eichten ’87,
mother-in-law of Beth Gerlach Eichten ’86 (11-29-12)
Sister DePaul Goleski, CSJ, former AHA staff member (11-2-12)
Bob Gordon, grandfather of Brendan Pape ’07 (9-16-12)
Michael Healey, father of Sean ’83, Paul ’85, Michael ’87, and
Colin ’90 (12-23-12)
Clifton Jacobson, grandfather of Brett ’12 and Jacob ’16 Pierce
Donald “Bud” V. Larson, grandfather of Anthony ’09, Tyler ’10, and
Madeline Emanuel ’14 (9-7-12)
Alice Lehrke, grandmother of Todd ’97, Christine ’00, Allison,
Megan ’06, and Ryan ’12
Del Mahoney, husband of Karen Erickson Mahoney ’57 (10-27-12)
Tabitha Markle, daughter of Amanda Seefeld Markle ’99 (1-21-13)
Gloria Perez, mother of Marissa ’05, Araceli ’08, Gloria ’11,
Isidro ’14, and Alejandra ’16 (1-23-13)
Mark Sackmaster, husband of Colleen and father of Sydney ’15,
Owen ’17, and Cole (3-8-13)
Rita Schaefer, mother-in-law of Joseph McNamara ’77; grandmother
of Alex ’08, Luke ’10 and Scott ’15 McNamara
John Walsh, father of Sean Walsh ’98 and Kevin Walsh ’01 (12-9-12)
Robert Wenhart, father of AHA parent Mike Mayer, father-in-law of
AHA Board of Trustees member Shannon Mayer, and grandfather of
Meghan Mayer ’13 (2-10-13)
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Parents: It is our intention to send
one copy of the Communiqué per
household. If you received multiple
copies at this address, or if you
want to give us a new address for
an alumni son or daughter who
no longer lives with you, please
contact us at (612) 798-2624 or
mhealy@academyofholyangels.org.
Thank you.

AHA loyalty: it speaks for itself.
Lots of AHA families have been coming here
for generations. Here’s one example:
Mary Sharol Warren Eggenberger ’59, (right),
Shari Eggenberger Kawiecki ’89 (left), and
Ryan Kawiecki ’15
show their AHA
spirit!

Find us on Facebook: Academy of Holy Angels

Is Holy Angels in your future?
Find out at the Spring Open House, Thursday, April 25, at 6 p.m.
Looking for a school where you can be challenged
academically by teachers who want you to succeed?
Looking for a school that prepares you for college?
Looking for a school where you can be active in a variety
of sports and activities?
Looking for a school that values the whole student with a
focus on faith, service, and community?

Learn more about AHA . . .
•

	Spring Open House is April 25, at 6 p.m.

•

	E-mail us for details: jfoley@academyofholyangels.org

•

	Call us at 612-798-2621

•

	Like us on Facebook: Academy of Holy Angels Admissions

•

Visit us at: www.acacemyofoholyangel.org

Get your Summer Experience brochure today!
Summer Experience is AHA’s name for a whole series of summer day camps
that area kids have been enjoying for 30 years now.
•

	Last year, we had more than 500 registrants!

•

	Summer experience has something great for kids from elementary school through junior high.

•

	There are summer experience camps in sports, arts, technology and more. It’s fun and learning all in one.

New this year: Robotics, Video Production, Ultimate Frisbee, and Cross Country Running.
• 	Summer experience is organized so that many kids can register for both morning and afternoon camps—
with supervision provided in between.
•

See the brochure online at www.academyofholyangels.org (Click on Summer Experience on the left side of the home page)
Or, call or e-mail Emily Dapper in Admissions to have a copy mailed to you, edapper@academyofholyangels.org or 612-798-2624

Get your camp
brochure today!

