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On our cover:  This winter LARRY FITZGERALD ’01 (Arizona Cardinals) 
joined Eli Manning of the New York Giants as a co-recipient of the 2016 
Walter Payton NFL Man of the Year Award. The award is presented 
annually by the National Football League (NFL), honoring a player’s 
volunteer and charity work, as well as his excellence on the field. It is 
named after Chicago Bears running back Walter Payton. The award 
is the only league award that recognizes a player’s 
community service as well as his playing 
excellence. Learn more about Larry’s work 
on page 8 of this Communiqué.

Each summer, Larry Fitzgerald returns 
to AHA to lead a football camp for local 
kids. Our cover photo was taken during 
a recent summer camp at AHA.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Football_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_Bears
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Running_back
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Payton
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Greetings from Holy Angels,
It is most fitting that this edition of the Commniqué is being 
published during Lent, one of the most sacred times in our 
liturgical year. Lent is a time of preparation as we anticipate 
Christ’s resurrection weeks later on Easter. Holy Angels is in a 
period of preparation as well. 

For the past 16 months the Academy has reached out to 
our constituents — alumni, parents, and friends — to better 
understand what makes Holy Angels distinct, what is valued 
today, and what we envision for our future. From the feasibility 
work conducted by the Steier Group to the strategies put in 
place by Ruotolo Associates, we have gathered information 
from over 500 individuals to help shape our plans and vision. 
We have been gratified to hear that our sense of community is 
what sets Holy Angels apart for many. Welcoming, supportive, 
inclusive, family — these are the words so often shared by 
students, alumni, teachers, and parents when describing Holy 
Angels. The opportunities available to Holy Angels students 
today as well as the faculty who provide those opportunities 
are highly valued. From our exceptional academic programs 
including STEM and Theater Diplomas and extensive Advanced 
Placement courses to our range of co-curricular programs that 
invite students to discover and share their gifts — the offerings at 
Holy Angels today prepare our students for success in college 
and beyond. 

When we look at the vision for our future, our call is to 
build upon our solid foundation, strengthening our programs, 
expanding opportunities, and increasing access for more 
students to benefit from all Holy Angels has to offer. This 
foundation is rooted in the mission of the Sisters of St. Joseph 

of Carondelet, “Moving always 
toward profound love of God 
and love of neighbor without 
distinction.” Inspired by the boldness 
and conviction of our history, Holy 
Angels is poised for a period of 
unprecedented advancement to 
fulfill this vision through a series 
of aggressive initiatives designed 
to ensure we remain true to our 
mission, competitive and accessible.

While our Board of Trustees, administration, and volunteer 
leadership continue to diligently prepare for this undertaking, 
we want to pause and recognize the commitments and 
contributions that have brought us to this moment. Throughout 
these pages you will find stories of our alumni, friends, and 
AHA families who have made a difference through sharing their 
time, talent, and treasure with Holy Angels. We celebrate this 
spirit of leadership and service as a model of stewardship that 
will guide us as we usher in this new era for Holy Angels.

On behalf of our Board of Trustees, administration, faculty, 
and staff I invite your prayers and support in anticipation of 
our move from preparation to fulfillment of our vision for 
Holy Angels.

With God’s Peace,

Tom Shipley, President

The Changing Face of Our Campus by Tom Shipley

In 2012-13 the Academy of Holy Angels undertook 
an extensive campus planning initiative to 
determine the best use of the valuable resource 
of our property. A campus planning committee 
was commissioned by our Board of Trustees and 
with representatives of all our constituencies 
including our neighbors at Blessed Trinity/
St. Peter’s. All aspects of the campus were taken 
into consideration including vehicular ingress and 
egress, parking, landscape, aesthetics, open space, 
signage, pedestrian safety and potential building 
use. So much of the hard work of the committee 
got lost in the front lawn controversy that the 
excitement of planning the future of the campus 
was overshadowed. But planning never ceased, 
and we are pleased to look ahead in the very near 
future to projects that may come to fruition.

Plans are in place for the current grass field to 
be transformed into another all-weather surface 
facility which will help to increase availability 
and provide another state-of-the-art game and 
practice facility for all field sports. As we look to 

this upgrade we are also studying the feasibility 
of a second dome for year round use. The initial 
design will include and provide for a future 
expansion of the site for a dome. We have had 
initial conversations with the City of Richfield and 
conducted engineering studies to support the 
future options. Included in our discussions is the 
option to enter into a long-term lease with current 
and potential users.

We are also, in concert with St. Peter’s, 
looking to address the condition of our surface 
parking and internal vehicular roadways. While a 
resurfacing of the entire campus system is badly 
needed, we may have to look at a staging plan 
which over time will address all our needs. Again, 
this project is in the early stages and will rely 
on private funding and the support of our entire 
community.

One plan that is definite and will change the 
face of our campus in 2018 is the 66th Street 
Reconstruction Project. This Hennepin County 
project calls for the creation of a roundabout on 

the corner of Nicollet Avenue and 66th Street.  
The County has exercised its right of eminent 
domain and will permanently take over 5,500 
square feet of our property and temporarily use 
17,000 square feet of land along the north side 
of the campus on 66th Street. This “taking” by the 
County will cause the loss of most of the trees and 
foliage along 66th Street as the land will be used 
for project staging. While the County has assured 
AHA of its intention to replant and replace any 
losses, the reality will be the loss of many mature 
trees that currently grace that boundary. We will 
look different. To ensure adequate compensation 
for our losses, we have engaged the services of 
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A. attorneys to work on our 
behalf with the County. One fact that became very 
apparent in our discussions with developers on the 
front lawn is that the Holy Angels property is a very 
valuable parcel. As stewards of this land we will be 
vigilant on its behalf.

We will keep you updated with these 
developments as they unfold.
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Giving back to where you came from
My father, Eugene Wise, attended 
DeLaSalle High School and the 
College of St. Thomas. After St. 
Thomas he began a long career with 
Arthur Andersen & Co. becoming 
a partner in the firm. Once he and 
my mother, Beverly, had achieved 
a comfortable financial position 
in their lives, he began “giving 
back” (making annual financial 
contributions, giving of his time and 
talent) to the places that helped him 
achieve success in his career and 
family life. He truly believed that 
without the help of the teachers, 
administrators and others at these 
institutions, he would not have had 
the opportunities to be successful in 
his life.

In 1971, I made the decision 
to attend DeLaSalle High School 
like my father did. In 1972, the 
Academy of Holy Angels, an all-
girls’ high school at the time, made 
the decision to become co-ed. Many 
of my South Minneapolis, Richfield 
and Bloomington friends who attended 
DeLaSalle came to Holy Angels. We 
became the first full class of boys to 
attend the school. My father also 
became involved at Holy Angels, 
becoming chairman of the Board of 
Trustees, giving of his time and talent, 
and giving financially to help AHA 
succeed.

My experiences at AHA were some 
of the best of my life and helped me 
become who I am today. I received an 
excellent education and was pushed 
by certain teachers to excel every day. 
Thank you, Mrs. Murray, and Mr. 
Ethan! The AHA environment gave 
me the spiritual, moral and ethical 
foundation to lead my life appropriately. 
I was able to participate in many 
sports that I would not have had the 
opportunity to play if I had attended 
DeLaSalle or Washburn public high 
school, which was the “Eden Prairie” 
of the 1970’s.

My best friends today are my 
classmates from AHA, some 40+ years 
later. We still get together a few times a 
year, and we always have each other’s 

back no matter what life has dealt any 
of us.

In 2010, our twin boys, Garrett 
and Christian, made the decision to 
attend AHA. They received an excellent 
education, learned to be good people 
and live their lives the “AHA Way.” 
They could participate in the sports 
they love, hockey and lacrosse. The 
boys graduated in 2014 and are now 
juniors at the University of St. Thomas. 
They have both told me several times 
how AHA prepared them to do well in 
college. During their years at AHA, my 
wife Brenda and I were so thankful for 
the great times we had with parents, 
teachers and administrators at all the 
sporting events, golf tournaments and 
StarFest.

Just before the boys began freshman 
year, Brian McCartan approached me 
about joining the Development (now 
Advancement) Committee to the Board. 
It was a chance for me, like my father 
did, to become involved again at AHA 
while our children were attending. My 
father taught me the importance of 
“giving back to where you came from,” 
and this was the perfect time in my life 
to help make a difference at AHA. I 

have been involved ever since.
The Advancement 

Committee works to raise the 
monies for the Annual Fund, 
the dollars necessary to fund 
the gap between the school’s 
operating costs and the tuition 
revenue it receives from 
students. A significant portion 
of the Annual Fund goes to 
tuition assistance for students 
to attend this great institution.

As alumni of AHA we all 
have an opportunity to give 
students a chance to experience 
what we did at AHA. Through 
our time, talent, and financial 
resources we can all make 
a difference. Young alumni 
who have not yet established 
themselves financially can give 
of their time and talent. Our 
son Garrett worked on Jesse 
Foley’s team to put on the very 

successful first annual “Rock the Lawn” 
event last year. Our son Christian is 
working part-time with a marketing 
company proposing a method to bring 
the use of social media to AHA sporting 
events in real time that will help draw 
the interest of seventh and eighth 
graders to the school. The boys also 
contributed a few dollars to the Annual 
Fund this past year. The family tradition 
of giving back continues through them.

We older alumni most likely have the 
capability to give back in all three areas. 
It does not matter how much time, 
talent, or dollars we give back, just the 
act of getting involved and giving back 
in some way will truly make a difference 
at AHA. The school has a bright future 
but needs our help to be successful.

The Wises are so grateful to AHA for 
what it has provided our family over all 
these years. Help make a difference in 
AHA student lives; start the tradition 
in your family of giving back to where 
you came from. It will make you feel 
good too!

— Mike Wise ’75

Christian, Brenda, Mike and Garrett Wise.
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Hello everyone! I am the current President of the Holy Angels 
Alumni Board. I graduated from AHA in 1973, then returned 
to teach social studies, begin the girls soccer program and also 
to coach basketball.

Recently I’ve noticed a great surge in AHA alumni 
involvement and support of our alma mater! As president of 
the Alumni Board, I have such pride in the countless alumni 
who have given back to Holy Angels in so many important 
ways. 

First off, I’m so grateful to alumni who make the 
investment and sacrifice to send their own children to Holy 
Angels. What a gift you are providing your children! Second, 
I’ve noticed an increase in the number of alums (wearing 
their Stars or Co-Stars gear) attending Holy Angels games, 
concerts, and plays, and cheering loudly for the students. The 
happy hours after the games are just as fun!

Finally, I am very impressed 
that so many alumni are there 
for one another during the 
ups and downs of life. We 
attend family celebrations 
but also funeral services for 
a classmate’s family members 
and offer comfort and prayers 
for one another. In so doing 
we are celebrating God’s 
presence in our own lives.

Congratulations and thank you Angies, Co-Stars and Stars 
on being wonderful and generous givers to our alma mater! 
See you at Rock the Lawn this summer! 

— Annette Margarit ’73

Left, Rachel Turbeville ’10 
and Sam Walczak ’10 
got engaged at AHA! 

See page 24 for details.

Right: AHA Alumni 
Hoops 2016

A surge in alumni involvement

15 Holy Angels 
alumnae 

returned to 
scrimmage with 

and against 
the current 
girls team.

Check out the 
alumni support 
for the section 
championship 

volleyball 
game!

Jack Finnegan ’06, Pat Kelly ’92, Randy Nelson, and 
Blake Bauer ’06 at a recent boys basketball game.
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Rock the Lawn 2017 is June 23

Rock the Lawn is an all-class, all-community reunion 
and music festival on the Academy of Holy Angels 

front lawn including Mass, an AHA history presentation, 

inside tours, food, beer/wine and great fellowship.

The purpose is to bring together all AHA alumni and 

parents, as well as current and former teachers 

and the Sisters of St. Joseph, to have fun!

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS:

Meredith ’03, John ’02 
and Colleen ’05 Waterston

Wayzata Asset Management 
and The Patrick Kelly Agency of 
Farmers Insurance, Pat Kelly ’92 John Duval ’93

Shane Grutsch ’91 and 
Saint Paul Commodities, 
sponsor of the beer tent

Rick Welter ’93 Patrick Sullivan ’08 Phil Kopischke
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2017 Schedule
5:30 pm Mass in the AHA Chapel

5:45 pm Food and bar open on the Lawn

6:00 pm School tours and refreshments 
in the Parlor

6:15 pm AHA history presentation in the 
Chapel by Steve Werle

6:30 pm Minnesota jazz legend Patty Peterson

7:30 pm Music break

7:45 pm Sneaker 2 Bombs with 
Matt Kirby ’00

9:00 pm Music break

9:30 pm Headliner Paul 
Peterson ’83 and his 
band Abracadabra

11:00 pm End

( Specific times subject 
to change.)

Return to AHA

Our opening act is the legendary jazz vocalist 
Patty Peterson, followed by Matt Kirby ’00 and 
his band Sneaker 2 Bombs. Our headliner Paul 
Peterson will once again close out the show!

Register online today at:  academyofholyangels.org/ 
news-and-events/rockthelawn/

Ticket Prices:  $15 through April 30. 
$20 from May 1 to day of event.

Paul Schonecker ’83

Ken 
LaChance ’91

Kelly O’Neil ’97

http://academyofholyangels.org/news-and-events/rockthelawn/
http://academyofholyangels.org/news-and-events/rockthelawn/


6   COMMUNIQUÉ   SPRING 2017

ROCK THE LAWN

“ When people ask me what I like best about AHA, that’s 

easy — it’s the fantastic community! From the first time I 

heard the idea of having a party on the front lawn I loved 

the concept — a great way to bring our circle of alums, 

teachers, parents and friends together in an informal 

celebration of all we love about AHA. Collaborating with 

fellow alums on the Rock the Lawn 2016 committee and 

enjoying the event with so many friends, new and old, 

has made AHA even dearer to me. As we prepare for RTL 

2017, I’m more excited than ever, knowing that the AHA 

community will come together again to experience the 

blessings of AHA and this wonderful event, this year and 

for many years to come!

—  Amy Revak Poehling ’79, Co-Chair of Rock the Lawn

More than a concert

ROCK THE LAWN 2016 was more than 

just a concert, it was a personal invitation 

accepted by over 1,000 alumni, parents, 

teachers and CSJs to return to our Holy 

Angels. It was a memorable evening spent 

at a special place visiting, laughing and 

catching up with friends and classmates. 

We couldn’t be more grateful for all of the 

hard work and generosity of so many alumni 

and community members who worked 

tirelessly to make it happen.  Thank you!

Whether you sent your children to AHA 

or you walked the halls yourself, we hope 

you choose to attend Rock the Lawn 2017. 

Contact your family and friends and get a 

big group together. While we may not be able 

to top the weather we had last year, our aim 

is to make the event even better by adding 

more great music, more food options and 

more beer and wine serving stations! Please 

consider returning to our dear Holy Angels, 

for Rock the Lawn 2017!

Register online today at:

academyofholyangels.org/ 
news-and-events/rockthelawn/

http://academyofholyangels.org/news-and-events/rockthelawn/
http://academyofholyangels.org/news-and-events/rockthelawn/
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ROCK THE LAWN

“ A year ago I remember thinking to myself what a 

great location the Holy Angels lawn would be for 

a concert. Not a month later, I received a call from 

Jesse Foley, asking me to help with an event that 

turned out to be Rock the Lawn. As a student I 

remember the lawn always being considered “off 

limits,” so I’m thankful that we’ve found a way to 

come together and enjoy our beautiful campus in a 

new way!

“I can’t think of a better way to catch up with old 

friends, see your favorite teachers, go to Mass, tour 

the school, while listening to some good music. 

Rock The Lawn 2016 turned out better than we ever 

expected, and it will continue to be a great way for 

us all to keep in touch and support the great work 

that Holy Angels continues to do for students.”

— Headliner, Paul Peterson ’83

Come for dinner!
Rock the Lawn has some wonderful 
satisfying food options so arrive with 
your appetite! 

Jax Cafe will be back with their amazing 
Jax Steak Sandwiches, Bacon Wrapped 
Hot Dogs & more or, choose something 
from Stanley on Wheels offering Gourmet 
Nachos, Tacos and other signature dishes.

A terrific group of alums 
volunteered to make 
Rock the Lawn 2016 
a huge success.
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Larry Fitzgerald ’01 
honored as co-winner 
of 2016 Walter Payton 
NFL Man of the Year
AHA’s Larry Fitzgerald (Arizona Cardinals), along with Eli 
Manning (New York Giants), was co-winner of this year’s Walter 
Payton NFL Man of the Year Award. The Walter Payton NFL 
Man of the Year award is presented annually by the National 
Football League (NFL) honoring a player’s volunteer and charity 
work, as well as his excellence on the field.

I’ll never forget the thank you card that Larry’s mom Carol 
Fitzgerald wrote to the staff when Larry completed his studies 
at AHA. The card started with “It takes a village to raise a 
child,” and it went on to state the many ways AHA teachers 
and coaches had helped Larry to prepare for the next chapter 
of education and life. Not long after she wrote that note, 
Carol was diagnosed with breast cancer and, despite a valiant 
battle, sadly, Carol died in 2003.

Carol Fitzgerald was an active AHA parent during Larry’s and 
younger brother Marcus’ high school years, and she seemed 
to be involved in every good work and cause in Minneapolis. 
Larry has intentionally carried on his mother’s legacy of 
Christlike service, and she would be so proud of how her son 
has impacted our world. Larry’s First Down Fund provides gifts 
to support kids and families in crisis, and it supports health-
related organizations that work with these families. He is 
also involved with the Muhammad Ali Parkinson Center and 
the Starkey Hearing Foundation. Finally, Larry helps finance 
the Carol Fitzgerald Memorial Fund, which educates urban 
youth on breast cancer and HIV/AIDS issues.

Carol would also be proud of Larry as he comes back to 
AHA each summer to put on a football camp for kids and 
how he has opened doors through scholarship support so 
students can attend the same high school that Larry did.

As a professional athlete, Larry is a role model on and off 
the field. As a humanitarian, his influence and generosity have 
improved the lives of people on all continents. As a member 
of our AHA alumni family Larry has embraced and lived out 
the AHA mission to lead and serve.

Larry, we join your extended family, your father Larry Sr., 
your brother Marcus, and your mother Carol in taking great 
pride in all that you’ve accomplished and the impact you’ve 
made on our world. Congratulations Larry on being named the 
Walter Payton NFL Man of the Year for 2016.

Reflection by Jesse Foley ’89

Left, Larry at his jersey retirement 
ceremony

Above, captivating fans as an All-State 
wide receiver

Larry on Senior Night 2000 with his parents 
Carol and Larry Sr.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Football_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Football_League
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Cure Cup and the Joe Cure Scholarship

A conversation with Brett Heltne ’02

When Joe Cure ’02 tragically passed 
away in an automobile accident in 2015, 
reality set in about how fragile life can 
be. Recently Brett was asked about the 
efforts of Joe’s friends to make something 
good come from this tragedy.

Tell me about the first game 
and how the idea for the Cure Cup 
came about:
At the time I lived in Chicago and 
couldn’t make it to the funeral. I 
remember thinking, “I need to do 
something to pay tribute to our classmate 
and friend Joe.” Soon after, I had an idea.

I texted my brother Erik ’03 and told 
him that I was going to get a pickup 
hockey game together to honor Joe. I told 
him that I was going to donate money, 
and he made it clear that he would too. 
The Cure Cup was born. Guys like 
Ryan Ess ’00 took charge to reach out 
to former teammates. Wherever the 
guys were, each was open to the idea, 
each felt the same inclination to make 
something good come from this tragedy. 
Things came together. Looking back, it is 
amazing what a few texts and calls can 
do and what transpired because of it.

We contacted AHA, set a date, and 
got some ice. Each guy was more than 
willing to donate money to AHA, and 
we received additional donations from 
parents and friends who wanted to 
support the cause. We created team 
jerseys with help from Gemini. One team 

represented the USA Miracle team, and 
one team represented AHA. Joe Cure 
played a role in the 2004 movie Miracle 
that told the story of the 1980 USA 
Olympic Hockey Team’s victory over 
the Russians. The staff at AHA, varsity 
coaches, and the Richfield American 
Legion also played a huge role in 
supporting the event.

The first Cure Cup was a way to 
remember the game we love and the 
friend, classmate and teammate that 
Joe was. We skated (much slower than 
we used to) and then we all went to 

the Legion to catch up with each other 
and our families/friends. We also raised 
more money than we expected, with 
the proceeds going towards lockers in 
the boy’s locker room. One locker was 
named for Joe’s parents Bob and Mary, 
one for siblings Kelly and Randy and one 
in the middle for Joe.

How did the tournament develop 
after the first year?
The second year the spots filled up the 
minute we announced the date.

This year we decided to raise funds for 
a Joe Cure Scholarship. It will provide 
funds for a deserving sophomore, junior, 
or senior and the school will award this 
based on the good character, community, 
and involvement in extracurricular 
activities. Just like Joe, who had his hand 
in everything and always gave it 110%, 
this recipient will need to demonstrate 
those same qualities.

Our friend Joe was someone who loved 
life, who loved his family and friends, 
and loved playing hockey at AHA. 
It really is special to see all the guys 
together and also to see Joe’s parents Bob 
and Mary Cure attend the games. Our 

goal is to increase donations 
and participation each 
year. All the guys and our 
families want to support 
this effort and share in our 
fond memories of Joe. 

The date is to be determined 
for 2017.

Bob and Mary Cure along with the Alumni from the 2016 Cure Cup

Left, Joe Cure 
with actor Noah 
Emmerich during 
the filming of the 
movie Miracle

Right, Ben Luth ’03 
and daughter at 
the Cure Cup

Connor Reilly ’10, 
Ryan Reilly ’10, Joe LaBate ’11, 
and Michael Reilly ’12
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On March 20, AHA held its annual award reception at Radisson Blu at Mall of America. 
It was an evening celebrating all who have been instrumental in Holy Angels’ successes —  
past successes, current successes, and those successes we plan for the future.

THE POSSUMUS AWARD is presented to AHA community members whose volunteer 
service efforts and positive energy have enriched the AHA community. The Latin word Possumus 
means “we can” and has long been the motto of the Sisters of St. Joseph, the founders of AHA.

Bruce and Peggy Johnson
Bruce served on the AHA Board 
of Trustees from 2007-2013. He 
was a valuable contributor to the 
Board Finance, Marketing and 
Development committees and an 
active supporter of AHA’s Annual 
Fund, capital campaigns, Starfest, 
and the AHA golf tournament.

Peggy was an enthusiastic AHA 
parent. “I believe my greatest 
gift and passion was the ability 
to be involved with anything 
that pertained to the students,” she said. “During all four 
of Christina’s years, I was involved as a parent rep for the 
basketball, tennis, and lacrosse teams. I loved chaperoning 
school dances.” She also was an advocate for implementing 
healthy choices in the lunch room. She says her greatest joy 
was serving as volunteer chair and liaison for the junior 
and senior spiritual retreats. She added that connecting the 
students, teachers, and parents is a rich and meaningful 
experience. She also enjoyed being part of the Senior Party 
planning committee! 

They are the parents of Erik ’06 and Christina ’08.

Joe ’77 and Sue McNamara 
have been loyal and generous 
supporters of AHA for nearly 20 
years. Joe served as a coach with 
the lacrosse program from 2006-
2015. Sue volunteered on multiple 
Starfest planning committees, and 
both were frequent helpers at the 
AHA golf tournament. Joe and 
Sue served as team captain parents 
for multiple sports throughout 
their boys’ tenure. 

The McNamaras wanted 
it noted that Holy Angels brought them together with 
one beloved family member, Hurley, the family dog they 
purchased at the Starfest auction in 2007.

They are the parents of Alex ’08, Luke ’10, and Scott ’15.

Don and Joan Keis have been tireless and enthusiastic 
volunteers at Blessed Trinity 
Catholic grade school and AHA, 
coaching, supervising, keeping 
score, setting up, and cleaning 
up! They helped organize and run 
youth basketball tournaments and 
were team parents for multiple 
children and sports during the 
11 years (2005-16) their children 
were students at AHA. “In our 
years at AHA, there were only 
two trimesters when our kids were 
not involved in sports and activities; so we spent a lot of time 
in the stands and on the fields,” they said. They also were 
active volunteers with the Booster Club, the Steak Fry and 
Starfest. 

Friends remember them as always willing to jump in and 
help out.

They are the parents of Charlie ’09, Sara ’11, Sam ’13 and 
Emily ’16.

THE ST. JOSEPH’S COURT
During the awards evening AHA also honored members of the St. Joseph 
Court, the honor roll of exemplary individual donors whose generous 
support over many years has allowed Holy Angels to provide an excellent 
Catholic high school education for thousands of students. The Court is 
named in honor of our founders, the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet. 

The giving levels in the St. Joseph Court are: 

• Opal $1,000,000 or more (two donors or donor couples)

• Sapphire $999,999 to 500,000 (five donors or donor couples)

• Emerald $499,999 to 250,000 (six donors or donor couples)

• Diamond $249,999 to 100,000 (12 donors or donor couples)

• Platinum $99,999 to 50,000 (35 donors or donor couples)

• Gold $49,999 to 25,000 (81 donors or donor couples)

• Silver $24,999 to 10,000 (122 donors or donor couples)

• Bronze $9,999 to 5,000 (163 donors or donor couples)

THE AHA LEGACY SOCIETY is composed of those individuals 
who have included Holy Angels in their wills or estate plans. Together, 
these donors are helping the school build the endowment and scholarship 
resources it needs to support our students — today and in the future. The 
Legacy Society includes 77 donors or donor couples.
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The Academy of Holy Angels’ RISING STAR YOUNG ALUMNI AWARD recognizes 
the professional accomplishments and/or community involvement of young alumni under the 
age of 40 who have achieved significant success: as a student, in professional endeavors 
in civic activities, in community service, and in involvement with the Academy of Holy Angels. 

Jazz Hampton ’08 had a busy 
and successful career at AHA. He 
competed in football, basketball, and 
track and field and was an honor 
student. His father O’Neal served as a 
volunteer football coach.

After graduation, Jazz attended 
the University of St. Thomas (UST). 
There, he played football and rugby 
and was involved in performing arts 

and student government. He earned a bachelor’s degree in 
computer science before enrolling in UST’s law school. 

As a law student, Jazz served in the Ramsey County Public 
Defender’s Office where he appeared on the record as a 
Student Certified Attorney and served as a public defender. 
Throughout law school Jazz worked in the Community 

Justice Clinic and provided at-risk youth with legal services, 
case management, and general support. Jazz also was 
the president of the Black Law Students Association and 
completed an externship program with Hennepin County 
Judge Holton Dimick.

While at St. Thomas, Jazz served as class president during 
his junior and senior years. He received the University of 
Saint Thomas Dease Scholarship and a Presidential Award of 
Excellence from President George W. Bush for assistance in 
the 35W bridge collapse. 

Today as an attorney, Jazz focuses his practice in the areas 
of business litigation, products liability, personal injury, and 
professional liability.

In his free time, Jazz enjoys developing mobile applications 
and coaching. In 2016-17, Jazz volunteered in the AHA youth 
basketball program, Shooting Stars.

THE ST. JOSEPH AWARD is a lifetime achievement 
award for community members who are not AHA alumni 
but who have demonstrated exceptional leadership and 
made outstanding contributions to the school, their 
professions, and the community. 

Jeff Ogden and Susan Malouf 
are this year’s winners. They have 
served leadership roles in many 
aspects of AHA life. Jeff served 
on the Board of Trustees for seven 
years and was Board Chair for 
three years. 

Jeff helped guide the transition 
period during the retirement 
of President Jill Reilly and the 
naming of Tom Shipley as AHA’s 
new leader.

He served as Finance Committee chair for several years. 
Jeff also facilitated a softball clinic/league on Sundays in the 
StarDome. These clinics gave our softball players a chance 
to develop their skills. Jeff, in turn, donated all the proceeds 
from the clinics to the school.

Sue and Jeff were chairs of the AHA Parent Association for 
two years and helped establish parent volunteer involvement 
in the AHA College and Career Center.

Jeff and Sue also served a leadership role in the last capital 
campaign, We Can, as well as AHA’s upcoming effort.

Jeff is the vice president of dental plans for Health Partners. 
Sue is a therapist at Chrysalis Women’s Health Center. 

They are the parents of Carter Malouf ’06.

THE ANGELUS AWARD honors alumni who have 
demonstrated exceptional leadership and have made 
outstanding lifetime contributions to their school, 
profession, and community. 

Pam Matthews Kerber ’73 is this 
year’s Angelus Award winner. She 
was very active at AHA during her 
years as a student. She was in AHA 
Student Government and was class 
rep, junior class president, and part 
of the Student Government Executive 
Council. She performed in three 
musicals and was a member of the 
last all-girl class to graduate. She also 
served as part of the team facilitating AHA’s transition to a 
co-educational high school. 

As an adult, she was part of many activities, committees, 
and groups. She was a Starliner Dance mom for seven years 
and served as team parent and coordinated costumes for 
the team. She was AHA Community Association Chair and 
Volunteer Coordinator. She helped bring back the father/son 
and mother/daughter banquets and helped start the ninth-
grade parent mixer. She was part of the AHA Way planning 
group and served on the AHA Board of Trustees.

Pam has been a special education teacher for the past 38 
years, 31 of them in the Inver Grove Heights School District. 

She is the mother of Alyssa ’08 and Natalie ’11.
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AHA wins the 2017 MISF Program Award

Academy of Holy Angels’ AHA Way Program has been 
selected to receive the MISF 2017 Program Award. The 
Minnesota Independent School Forum is an organization 
whose mission it is to strengthen Minnesota’s K-12 
independent schools through advocacy and advancement. 
This award will be presented at the Private and Independent 
Education Awards on Sunday, April 30, at the University of 
St. Thomas.

“The Awards Committee was inspired by the work and 
culture the AHA Way has created at Holy Angels and the 
important connection to the whole community,” wrote MISF 
director Tim Benz.

“The AHA Way is a program that was developed in order 
to intentionally create a caring, welcoming, inclusive, and 
respectful school environment at Academy of Holy Angels. 
The entire community uses the AHA Way guidelines in 
the way we communicate, in the way we interact with one 
another, in how we celebrate, and in how we approach 
problems,” says AHA Principal Heidi Foley.

The program consists of four tenets that are applied with a 
different set of expectations for parents, students and staff:

• To be part of the solution,

• To help others and ourselves succeed,

• To communicate you matter, and

• To honor the absent.

“To be a part of the solution,” one recognizes, owns, and 
finds solutions for problems that arise. “To help others and 
ourselves succeed” one acts with integrity and serves as a  
role model for those around us, both inside and outside of 
the school community. “To communicate you matter,” one 
communicates in words and actions letting others know they 
are valued. “To honor the absent,” one avoids gossip and 
negative talk about others.

The AHA Way program features an annual awards 
program, called AHA Way Heroes, which highlights students 
and staff who exemplify the four pillars of the AHA Way.

Holy Angels also has established targeted guidelines 
in order to effectively strengthen this program and its 
purpose to create an inclusive community. As an indicator 
of effectiveness, AHA received 3.67 out of 4 points in the 
area of well-managed and effective learning environment 
in its AdvancED Accreditation report. (AdvancED is the 
organization that accredits a wide variety of schools.) This 
result is .27 higher than the network average.

The AHA Way gives students the skills to speak and 
interact respectfully with teachers and peers and to make their 
needs and opinions known. “We have the freedom to weigh 
in on issues and know we will be heard,” one student said.

2017 AHA Way Heroes
As part of its AHA Way program, Holy Angels 
annually honors a group of students, faculty, 
and staff members as AHA Heroes because 
they have demonstrated the four pillars of the 
AHA Way. The 2017 AHA Way Heroes are: 

STUDENTS

Freshmen:
Savannah A.
Porter B.
Yilong (Armstrong) M.
Griffin O.
Lilly O.

Sophomores:
Nina B.
Kuntepi (Ember) C.
Ian G.
Mowana J.
Mae L.

Juniors:
Brennan B.
Kylie E.
Pete L.
Holly L.
Sam S.

Seniors:
Abby C.
Emma D.
Jack L.
Megan T.
Zijun (Vector) Z.

STAFF MEMBERS:
Amber Hildeen, Food Service
Ann McComas-Bussa, Theology
Gina Meacham, Guidance
Jean-Luc Roche, French
Paul Ruhland, Theology
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Sports | AHA TODAY

Sports Shorts
Girls Basketball Team 

Member Destinee Oberg 
scored the 1,000th point of 

her career as a sophomore this 
season and was one of the 

nominees for the Minnesota 
Gatorade Player of the Year. 

Destinee is #23, above.

Boys Basketball Senior 
Captain Sam Boehne 

scored his 1,000th career 
point January 9 when the boys 

played St. Agnes.

Girls Basketball goes to State again!
The AHA Girls Basketball Team 
earned third place at the 
State AAA Tournament on 
Saturday, March 18, finishing 
the season 27-4. The girls 
program has a record of 72-16 
over the last three seasons. 
(They won the AAA State 
Tournament in 2016.) They are 
pictured here with coaches 
Gary Rufsvold, Joe Berg ’05 
and Danny Woods.

Above, Jennifer Streefland Henry ’87 with her 
twin daughters Isabelle ’20 and Emma ’20, 
who played on the 2017 basketball team. 
Jennifer was a member of the 85-86 AHA 
team that competed in the state tournament.

The AHA Starliners 
were the Tri-Metro 
Conference dance 
champs this winter. It 
was the team’s third 
consecutive conference 
championship. The team 
was coached by AHA 
alum Nina DeNio.

Juniors Sarah Frommelt (left) 
and Kaitlin Ho advanced to 
state competition in Alpine Ski. 
It was the fourth consecutive 
year Sarah qualified for state 
competition.

AHA Girls Basketball Coach 
Danny Woods celebrated his 
400th career victory in January 
when the Stars defeated Fridley.

Senior Megan Thompson 
is the AHA Athena Award 
Winner. The Athena Award 
goes to the outstanding 
senior female athlete in 
each high school.
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International Travel
Twenty AHA students along with teachers Verena Luthy-
Clay, Chris DeCrans, and Sarah Wicklund traveled in the 
German-speaking countries of Europe for two weeks this 
past summer. This was the last AHA student trip for Luthy-
Clay, who retired from her teaching post at the end of the 
2015-16 school year. The group visited Germany, Austria, 
and Switzerland. The trip took them to large cities, beautiful 
countrysides, mountains, castles, forests, river cruises, and 
more. Along the way, the students practiced their German, 
and learned about the culture, economy, and history of the 

countries they visited. Teachers and administrators at Holy 
Angels see international travel as an important component of 
the World Language curriculum and work hard to provide 
travel experiences like this one to students enrolled in foreign 
language classes.

In October, during the MEA break, 53 AHA juniors 
and seniors, along with a seven-member faculty team led 
by English Teacher Pam Boston, took a six-day whirlwind 
tour of London and the surrounding area. The trip included 
guided tours of The Tower of London, St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
Westminster Abbey, Windsor Castle, Stonehenge, and 
Winchester. Students also had time to visit the British 
Museum, Camden Market, Greenwich, a musical at the 
West End, a soccer match, Trafalgar Square, Covent Garden, 
Piccadilly Circus, and all the sites of the city. It was AHA’s 
seventh biennial London trip since the program started in 
2004. “It’s a great connection to many aspects of the English 
curriculum!” Boston said.

These students traveled to German-speaking countries with AHA 
teachers this summer.

23 AHA students attend WE Day festivities
Twenty-three AHA students were selected to attend the 
annual WE Day festivities in St. Paul in September. WE Day 
is a celebration of youth making a difference in their local 
and global communities. The WE program offers young 
people the tools and the inspiration to take social action, 
empower others and transform lives — including their own.

Here’s what one AHA student had to say about the 
experience.

“My name is Kylie Engel, and I am a junior at the Academy 
of Holy Angels. I have received the school’s Gold Service 
Award for the past few years and plan to earn this award 
every year during my high school career. I was one of the 
lucky individuals invited to attend WE Day Minnesota. This 
was the message that spoke out to me the most at We Day 
MN, the idea that serving and helping others doesn’t have to 

be a chore or school requirement, 
but a meaningful and fun activity 
to do with the people in your life. 
Not only are you helping someone 
else in need but strengthening 
relationships and your faith. 
Jesus tells us to go out and serve 
the community. This is what 
institutions like Carondelet (Kylie’s 
elementary school) and Holy 
Angels teach their students. This 
is the message that we ourselves 
as unique individuals must teach 
others, because this is what makes 
the world a better place.”

Kylie Engel (right) with 
Rachel Rogers at WE Day 
in September.
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Shining Stars
In December, the Minnesota Timberwolves honored AHA for 
the work the school does on its annual Christmas Basket 
Drive. Each year AHA, led by the Student Council, collects 
gifts, clothes, household items and supermarket gift cards for 
dozens of families identified by a local social service agency. 
It is AHA’s oldest continuous service project. Student Council 
officers were invited to the December 6 Timberwolves game 
at Target Center to be recognized for the school’s efforts.

The AHA Concert Band earned an Excellent rating in the 
Section 3AA band contest in February.

AHA earned a perfect score for its one-act production of 
Spoon River in the Section 6AA subsection one-act play 
competition in January.

The AHA Social Justice and Respect Life Clubs hosted 
a screening and discussion of the film Documented. The 
Immigration Task Force from the Justice Commission of 
the Sisters of St. Joseph joined the group for a question and 
answer session following the screening.

Fifty-four AHA students were elected to the National Honor 
Society in February. The four pillars of National Honor 
Society (NHS) membership eligibility include scholarship, 
service, leadership and character.

The Star Tribune featured AHA exchange student Zijun 
“Vector” Zhang in a story on February 11. In addition to 
activities including AHA jazz band, theater, Math Club, 
and Knowledge Bowl, Vector has distinguished himself as 
an excellent competitive trap shooter. Vector is from Fujian 
province, China. Zhang, was also featured in the winter 2017 
edition of PullUSA magazine, the official publication of the 
USA High School Clay Target League.

AHA’s Knowledge Bowl team competed in the regional meet 
at St. Thomas Academy in late February.

These students competed in the regional Knowledge Bowl meet in 
February (left to right): Nick Meyer, John Lindholm, Brennan Bauer, 
Jocelyn Reiter, and Matthew Keller.

Big Fish is on stage at AHA from April 21 to May 6

Don’t miss Starlight Productions’ spring musical Big Fish on 
stage in the AHA theater:

• April 21, 28, 29, May 5 and 6 at 7 pm

• April 23 and 30 at 4 pm

Big Fish is adapted from a screenplay by John August with music 
and lyrics by Andrew Lippa. It’s the story of a father and son 
reconciling, as the son investigates the magical tales the father 
has told about his life.

Tickets are $5 for students 
and senior citizens and $10 
for adults. Contact the AHA 
box office at 612-798-2651 
or boxoffice@ahastars.org 
for details. 

Cast members are:
Ted Haeg as Edward Bloom
Rachel Holm as Sandra Bloom
Jake Mangel as Will Bloom
Jake Hilla as young 

Will Bloom
Luke Allen as Karl, the Giant
Collin Wegener as Amos 

Calloway, the circus owner
Tommy McCoy as Don Price
Reid Luskey as Zacky Price
Isabela Freitas as the Mermaid
Lucy Blissenbach as 

Josephine Bloom
Grace Bureau as young Jenny Hill
Claire Hollingsworth as Jenny Hill

Students building the sets 
for Big Fish
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AROUND THE CAMPUS

I have had the profound pleasure of 

teaching inside this truly stellar work of art. 

The legacy of the CSJ’s belief in Arts Education 

is embedded in the very building in which 

learning occurs. From the cathedral ceiling 

in the theater, to the wooden-carved angels 

holding the chapel balcony, to the wrought-iron 

AHAs, which center the staircase railings, The 

Academy of Holy Angels is ART!
– Gregg Sawyer

The beauty and stature of Holy Angels cannot be denied, but it is 
the people the building shelters that bring that beauty to life. Marble 
hallways buzz with student laughter and chatter. The theater shines, 
a place where students share their talents and passions. From Brown 
Jug tournaments in the small gym to football playoffs at the Dome, 
student athletes compete and fans revel in their victories and offer 
support in defeat. Lifelong friendships form. Bonds are made. And as 
seniors make one last exit through the majestic front doors, they are 
ready to begin a new academic life, pursuing their goals and dreams. 
It is truly a remarkable building.

– Kathy Hanley, alumna

''Grandest School in the Whole Wide World''
The Sisters of St. Joseph 
envisioned a new and 
bigger Holy Angels standing 
majestically among the rich 
fields south of Minneapolis, 
and they made it happen. The 
structure was unique in both 
scale and style, particularly in 
light of its rural surroundings. 
Over these many years the 
building has become for 
thousands of AHA graduates a 
literal and figurative doorway to 
the future.

– Steve Werle 
Theater

Parlor
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Library

''Grandest School in the Whole Wide World''

AHA was built in 1931, so maintaining the building while keeping the architectural 
integrity of AHA’s interior isn’t easy. In 2016, AHA contacted alumna Mary Chapman ’73 
to help renovate an English classroom on our main second floor hallway. The intent was 
to update the room with new technology while bringing it back to its original 1931 beauty. 
New lights, whiteboards, carpet, original woodwork and even framed pictures of AHA 
in the 30s and 40s now make it a great learning space! We have three more on second 
floor that still need to be done. If you have an interest in sponsoring a newly renovated 
classroom at AHA, contact our advancement team.

Commons

Christine 
Kokesh‘'34
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1940s
Barb Macho Perry ’49 writes, “I have many wonderful 
memories of AHA. I’ll never forget how Sr. Charitas coached 
us with so much energy in preparing us for the school plays. 
I’m sure we drove her nuts. I think of Sr. Chrysostom who gave 
me a passing grade in chemistry. She was a saint! All of the 
Sisters were so patient with us and taught us how to deal with 
situations we might face in life. There aren’t too many of my 
classmates left to share these memories. I now live in Buffalo 
County, Wisconsin, surrounded by bluffs. So far I’m blessed 
with 18 grandchildren and three great-grand babies.

1950s

Joann Spanjers Hess ’52 and 
Dolph Hess have lived in Texas 
since 1967. They write, “We 
moved from our country place to 
a retirement community in June, 
2015. We are enjoying the 
atmosphere here, the residents, 
activities, and the luxury of no 
longer dealing with yard work. 
Dolph, now 90 years old, is 
enjoying good health. I also am 
feeling well and able to be 
physically active. Texas is awfully hot in the summer, 
but the winters are so pleasant. We look forward to 
news of other alums.”

From Marge Sydness 
Braddock ’53: “The most 
inspirational members of the 
AHA faculty that also helped 
propel me on my way were 
Sister St Gabriel and Sister 
Irene Elise — both worthy 
and skilled teachers. I have 
never become reconciled to the 
co-ed AHA — I do not believe 
that I could have gained all I did 
from a co-ed education. I look 
forward to 2018 and seeing my 
former AHA classmates one 
more time at least. They 
were and are my foundation 
in life and love.”

Susan Stadther Downes-McDougall ’57 says, “I finished two 
years of college (on the honor roll) and worked in the 
accounting field on government contracts in the Washington, 
DC, area. I also worked 10 years for Weight Watchers as a 
lecturer. I retired in 2008 and remarried in 2010. I have two 
adopted children, three stepchildren, eight grandchildren and 
twin great grandsons. I retired to Sun City in Bluffton, South 
Carolina, a beautiful area. We have done lots of traveling to 
foreign countries and I play lots of pickleball and cards with 
the ladies.” 

Millie Adams Dosh ’57 writes: “After 10 years of gradual 
decline my husband Terry died last April. I grieved before but 
not since his peaceful death. I am traveling a lot and will visit 
Greenland in September. I’m looking forward to our 60th 
reunion this year!”

1960s
Diane Lindgren Moore ’60 reports: “My husband Dick died in 
2009. Since then I’ve taken a few vacations and fun trips to 
Las Vegas with my girlfriends. In 2005 I had several health 
challenges so my youngest son, David moved back home from 
Colorado to help his mom. My health is 100% improved! 
Dave and I took a Caribbean Cruise in December and had a 
great time. Dave has been working hard on his days off 
sprucing up the ‘farm,’ clearing brush and trees that have 
‘gotten away’ from me. It’s wonderful having David home.”

CLASS 
NOTES

Fun memories of dear friends from the AHA Class of 1951. The picture was 
taken at Ann Lahiff Klein’s home in the 1970s. Front row: Anne Lahiff Klein, 
Donna Dickey Cunningham. Back row: Mary Simonet White, Virginia Hamel 
O’Connor, Kath Arms Blanke, Ellie Wudke Ryan, Mary Lou Fadell Hines, Mary 
Brick Burns, Mary Ellen Corbett Kunz.

Millie Dosh and family

Alumni, did you know that each Wednesday morning all AHA staff 
and students pray for you and your families over the PA system?
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Catherine Gail Hartigan Ghostley ’68 lives in Minneapolis 
where most of her family lives. She lost her father, Lieutenant 
Commander Gary D. Ghostley, last year. Her son, Seth 
Hartigan, has taught in the People’s Republic of China for 
14 years.

1970s
Nancy Estrem-Fuller ’70 is an educational consultant for 
CESA 10 in Chippewa Falls. After spending 13 years as an 
elementary principal, Nancy retired in 2011 but has continued 
to work in education, supervising student teachers and 
mentoring new principals. Nancy’s favorite memories of 
Holy Angels are the lovely brown hound’s-tooth uniforms 
that we wore!

Former Minnesota Supreme Court Chief Justice Kathleen 
Blatz ’72 has been appointed by Governor Mark Dayton as 
interim chair of the Minnesota Sports Facilities Authority. 
Blatz was appointed to the Supreme Court in 1996 after 
serving as a Hennepin County trial judge. She served as chief 
justice from 1998 to 2006. Prior to becoming a judge, Blatz 
practiced law and served in the Minnesota House of 
Representatives from 1979 to 1994.

 Debbie Roedel Lang ’73, 
Annette Margarit ’73 and 
Margie Mexner Cesarek ’73 
recently visited Kathy Tuma 
Ranzinger’s ’73 farm. A fun time 
was had by all!

 
Eileen McCarthey Harness ’78 
lives in Edina with her husband of 
26 years, Scott, and their two boys. 
Scott has owned and operated a 
residential real estate company in the 
Twin Cities for 30 years, while Eileen 
is currently looking for a new career! 
Fond memories from her AHA years 
include all the dances, homecoming, 
and of course, those toasted hotdogs 
from the cafeteria and Barb who 
cleaned the women’s first floor 
bathroom! 

1980s

John Dornik ’80 was recently selected as 
one of Minnesota Lawyer’s Attorneys of 
the Year for 2016 based on John’s 
leadership in the profession, involvement 
in major cases and excellence in public 
service. The nominations were submitted by 
judges, bar groups, clients, and attorneys. 
This is the second time John has been 
named a Minnesota Lawyer Attorney of 
the Year. Pictured below: John Dornik ’80, 
wife Sarah Dornik, son Sean Dornik ’12, 
Addie Dornik ’20, John’s sister Joan Dornik 
Gillham ’74. 

Friends from the AHA Class of 1980 gathered together recently. 
Back row: Rose Jones Osterbauer, Anne Regnier Maley, Michelle 
Dupont Johnson, Gina Schullo Meacham, Debbie Gilligan Windschitl, 
Cathy Srnec Lingenfelter, Mary Reger Lorentzen. Front row Molly 
Wheeler, Peggy Osgar Pieper, Mary Johnson. Go Co-Stars!!!

Tim ’82 and Beth Murphy 
are happy to report more 
AHA grads are to be married. 
Daughters Elizabeth Murphy 
Quinlivan ’11 married this 
past September to Ryan 
Quinlivan and Katheryn 
Murphy ’13 is planning a June 
wedding to Mitchell J Watkins. 
Charlie Murphy ’17 is not 
planning a wedding at this 
time. The Murphys one day 
expect, and pray, for a new 
generation of AHA graduates!

Attention AHA Alumnae 
from the mid-60s!
Consider attending “Around 70,” a fun event being 
organized by AHA alumnae and members of other 
Twin Cities Catholic high schools. The party is for 
high school graduation classes of ’64, ’65, and 
’66 and will include a “Sock Hop” rockin’ to the 
Del Counts, appetizers and nostalgic conversations 
about our lost youth! September 16, 2017 at 
Marion Hall – Knights of Columbus, Bloomington

For more information or to sign up go to 
www.around70.com

http://www.around70.com/
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Great to see members of the 1983 Cast and Crew from 
Our Town on campus and having so much fun catching up 
and sharing some laughs prior to our matinee performance of 
Our Town. Good idea Gregg! Co-Stars pictured with Gregg 
Sawyer are: Tim Buckman ’87, Natalie Ricker Buckman ’87, 
Paul Thissen ’85, Kevin Ivory ’84 and Ted Ulrich ’87. 

Several 1983 Co-Star grads recently spent an ice fishing 
weekend at the Hackensack lake home of Pat and Ann Dalsin 
Flynn ’59. Steve Huss and John Eichten took advantage of a 
few area ski trails to continue training for the Birkebeiner. John 
Flynn ’83 was a great host but his fishing guests quickly grew 
tired of their inability to actually catch fish and soon turned to 
ping pong and warm fires. 

Jim Larranaga ’84, 
venture capitalist, and 
John Zieska ’84, CEO of 
Apogee Commemoratives 
Inc., recently hosted their 
first annual Entrepreneurs’ 
Summit in New York City. 
“We had 100% attendance,” 
said Zieska. Larranaga 
added, “We only need two 
in attendance to officially 
constitute this as a Summit. 
We finally did it!” Following 
a roundtable discussion of 
contemporary business 
topics, attendees toured 
Manhattan attractions and took in a game at Yankee Stadium. 
Theme for the 2017 Summit: How to Meet Global Demand 
for More Widgets. 

John Klatt ’85 continues to perform as one of the top 
aerobatic pilots in the world. This year, he will return to 
Minnesota to perform in the Duluth Air & Expo on June 3 
and 4. His full schedule can be found on his web site, 
johnklattairshows.com. 

Mike Hammer, Bill Geddes, Frank Amore, Rob Lewis, 
Mark Erazmus, Tim Smith, Dean Bjorkstrand and 
Dave Huss, all Class of ’86, gathered recently at a local 
establishment. They keep in touch frequently, and meet each 
winter for a guys’ cabin weekend. Several of them have kids 
at AHA, so it’s fun to get back to campus often for events. 

Brian Numainville ’86 recently co-authored a book, Feedback 
Rules! Brian works as a partner/consultant with Retail 
Feedback Group. He and his wife Maja, and their two adult 
children, Josh (22) and Joe (18), live in the Twin Cities area. 

John Olk ’88 was recently promoted to 
director of sales at NCCO, a St. Paul 
company. John has lived in Colorado 
for 15 years and is looking forward to 
his 30-year reunion. John, along with 
classmates Jon Launstein ’88 and 
Chuck Musech ’88, started the Andrew 
Gaertner ’88 Memorial Scholarship Fund 
as a way to leave a legacy for their friend 
Andy. They all hope that others can help 

support this fund as well. Go to the AHA scholarship page to 
do so: academyofholyangels.org/giving/annual-fund.html 

Steve Dolan ’88 is in his fifth year as the director of cross 
country/track & field at the University of Pennsylvania. 
Below is a picture of Steve and his wife Nicole with their boys 
Tim and Sean at the prestigious Millrose Games in NYC.

Members of the AHA Class of ’83 in attendance were Joe Meyer, John 
Eichten, Steve Huss, John Lickteig, Mike Trudell, John Flynn, Kevin Bergman, 
Tom Arms, and Tim Heaney.

http://johnklattairshows.com
http://academyofholyangels.org/giving/annual-fund.html
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Annette White Nesseth ’88 is working and living in Coon 
Rapids raising her two children, Gabbie (16) and Sonja (10). 
Annette says, “I have been a massage therapist at Massage 
Envy for nine years, after my 27 years with JC Penney. I also 
drive for Uber and Lyft in my spare time, just for fun and to 
meet new people! Class of 1988, we need to make some 
decisions on next year’s reunion! Please contact me on 
Facebook or by email with updated emails and addresses! 
anessethcmt@gmail.com. Go Co-Stars!”

1990s
Tim Ryan ’90 moved 
to Hong Kong with 
his wife and three 
kids to teach. Friend 
Mike Turner ’90 
recently traveled there 
for a two-week visit. 
This picture was 
taken on High Junk 
Peak, the third 
highest peak in 
Hong Kong.

 Katie Nixon Wegleitner ’90 on spring break in Southern 
California with husband, 11-year-old daughter and 8-year-old 
triplets. Katie is in her 20th year at Target working in IT 
Security. 

Eileen LaFontaine ’91 writes, “Hello Co-Stars! I am working 
in the English Language Learner Department at Washburn 
High School. Thanks in large part to Mrs. Murray, I’m using 
my Spanish every day! I also work at REI, and try to get out 
of the country and/or into the woods as often as my work 
schedules allow. Next up: Kanab Creek Wilderness Area and 
Grand Canyon National Park! Go Class of ’91!”

Chris ’91 and Lisa Kostik and their son Alex (14) recently 
participated in a fundraising event for St. Baldrick’s 
Foundation, an organization that funds childhood cancer 
research for treatments and care. The event raised money by 
shaving participants’ heads. Chris and Alex participated in 
honor of daughter/sister Emily, who journeyed with brain 
cancer. 

Mark McCarthy ’93 
and his wife Maranda 
welcomed son Nolan 
Brandon in March 2016. 
Nolan is well-loved by 
his big sister Emily. Mark 
is a pilot for Southwest 
Airlines and the family 
lives in Richfield.  

 
 Bridget Houlihan Root ’93 
lives in Golden Valley with her 
husband, Chris, and two 
daughters, Emma (6) and Lauren 
(4). Their girls will both be at 
Good Shepherd School in the fall! 
Bridget and Chris keep busy, both 
working at Ameriprise Financial, 
where they met 17 years ago. 
Bridget is now a senior director of 
tools & advisor experience, and 
Chris is a financial advisor. They 
made the trip to Disney this past 
spring, needless to say the girls 
loved it!
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 Great picture with Rosalba Murray and her AHA alumni 
friends at the wedding of Katie Glockner Meyer ’97. 

Rosalba Murray, Jim Glockner ’89, Kathy Mulvehill Graczyk ’68, Ann Fox 
Morque ’97, Brigette LaVigne ’97, Kelly O'Neil ’97, Laura Boldischar 
Glockner ’89, Marylou Glockner Dundon ’85, Maret Trader Glockner ’57, 
Sue Silcott Kelley ’67, Kyle Morque ’97, Kelly Graczyk Newlin ’97, 
Melissa Mahan Long ’97, Kerri Kroll Jeppson ’97

 Congratulations to Chef Gavin Kaysen ’98! Led by Per Se 
executive sous chef Mathew Peters and commis Harrison 
Turone, and coached by Gavin Kaysen (second from right), 
Team USA won gold at the Bocuse d’Or, the most prestigious 
cooking contest in the world. This is the first time in the event’s 
30-year history that the Americans have come out on top.

Congratulations to AHA 
alumnus Troy Bell ’99 on 
being named to the 2017 
ACC Legends Class. He was 
honored at the 2017 ACC 
Tournament. Troy is Boston 
College’s career scoring leader 
with 2,632 points, second 
highest in the history of the 
Big East Conference. In his 
senior year he was named 
Big East Player of the Year 
and an AP All-American. Troy 
was drafted in the first round 
of the NBA Draft by the 
Boston Celtics. He played 
professionally for 12 years.

2000s

Kelly Malone 
Kempisty ’01 and 
husband Tim welcomed 
their daughter, Juliana 
Carolyn, in November of 
2016. She joins her big 
sister, Danielle, age 3. 
Kelly and Tim both work 
for the National Weather 
Service in Washington, 
DC. Their family recently 
moved into a new home 
in Laurel, Maryland.
 
Meghan (Marrinan) Feliciano ’01 and her husband Garrett 
live in St. Paul. Meghan is an attorney working part-time with 
Soule & Stull in Minneapolis. The majority of the time she is a 
stay-at-home mom with Josephine (age 5) and Harlan (age 3). 

She is grateful for 
both roles! Last 
summer, Meghan 
gave birth to a 
stillborn daughter, 
Sybil. Currently, the 
family is anticipating 
the birth of their 
fourth child, due in 
June.

Ben Barron ’01  
and his wife Lauren 
welcomed their third 
child in December. 
Baby Joseph is loved 
by his big sisters 
Lili and Luci, age 4. 
This is Joseph at his 
baptism at Good 
Shepherd Parish in 
Golden Valley. Ben is 
a wealth management 
advisor at TIAA in 
Bloomington.

Tara Berlute Constantine ’01 
lives in Chaska with her 
husband, Jeremy, and two 
daughters, Samantha (4) and 
Danielle (1). Tara is a licensed 
marriage and family therapist 
working for Washburn Center 
for Children as a school-based 
mental health therapist, and 
Jeremy is a seventh grade 
technology education teacher 
at Valley View Middle School 
in Edina.

CLASS NOTES
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 Maggie Gernbacher ’03 
and husband Andy welcomed their 
first child, Ruby Jean Larson, in 
March of 2017.

Meghan Foley 
Howe ’03 and her 
husband Craig 
celebrated the birth 
of their third child, 
Charles Joseph in 
May of 2016. 
Meghan and Craig 
reside in Eagan, MN 
and love the hectic 
work and life 
balance that raising 
three kids brings! 

Colleen Waterston ’05 (pictured below) founded Big Shared 
World, a project where she traveled to 40 countries and asked 
over 700 people the same three questions about their values, 
beliefs, and worldview. She is publishing a book about her 
experience this summer. For more information, 
www.BigSharedWorld.com

Anna Koppel ’06 
is a nurse at Children’s 
Hospital in Minneapolis. 
She is currently on an 
international medical 
mission in Liberia, Africa, 
serving on a surgical team 
providing life-changing 
and life-saving operations.

Mary McGuire ’07 joined 
WCCO-TV in January and is 
excited to be back home in the 
Twin Cities. You can see her 
reporting on “WCCO This 
Morning.” Mary previously 
worked as a multimedia 
journalist in Tampa, Florida and 
Rochester, Minnesota. After 
graduating from Holy Angels, 
Mary earned a B.A. from 
Loyola Marymount University. 
She then went on to receive her master’s degree in journalism 
at the University of Missouri. During her time there, she was 
selected as a David Kaplan Memorial Fellow, which included a 
fellowship at ABC News. 

 
 Amanda Reinhart ’07 
married Jack Pritchard in 
November of 2016, at 
Saint John’s at Creighton 
University in Omaha, 
where they met as 
undergrads. Amanda is in 
her sixth year teaching 
Spanish and Jack is the 
admissions director at 
Mt. Michael Benedictine 
School, Nebraska.

 Jared Ross ’07 married Jenna Wellemeyer in September of 
2016. The couple lives in Wichita, Kansas, where Jared is an 
aerospace engineer with Spirit Aerosystems. Jenna is a child 
therapist for COMCARE Children’s Services. The wedding 
party included AHA alums Brandon Ross ’10 and Kevin 
Ross ’13.

Alumna Mary McGuire ’07 is 
back in the Twin Cities working 
at WCCO TV!

Please send your updates to the AHA Alumni Office 
at alumni@ahastars.org. And encourage your 
friends and family to do the same!
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Dustin Woods ’08 
and Amber Backus 
Woods ’09 got 
married at Green 
Acres Event Center 
in Eden Prairie, MN, 
on June 18, 2016. 
They started dating 
when they were both 
still at Holy Angels 
over nine years ago! 
In the picture: 
Damon Woods ’11, 
Michael Woods, 
Dustin Woods ’08, 
Amber Woods ’09, 
Samantha Woods ’10, 
and Jason Niemann 
(Samantha’s fiancé).

Friends from the Class of 2011 having a civilized dinner 
together. Pictured below: John Schneider, Nolan Busse, Damon 
Woods, Lucas Long, Matt Workman and Ryan Chalmers. 

AHA Alums Sarah Ober ’11 and 
Christina Fontana ’03 met while 
ziplining in Maui! From Sarah: 
“When we got to one of the 
Maui landing points to start our 
ziplining adventure and get 
suited up in our gear, the guide 
(Christina) started to make small 
talk with our group. We came to 
make the connection that she was 
also from the Twin Cities. So I 
naturally asked where she attended 
high school. When she responded 
with ‘Holy Angels,’ I think my jaw 
hit the floor. We even snapped a 
photo.” Once they made the AHA 
connection, they spent an hour 
swapping favorite AHA teacher 
names, memories, and all the little 
joys that come from being an 
AHA alum. Thanks Sarah for 
sending us the picture and story! 

Will Warmka ’11 writes: “I wanted to let AHA know that 
twice this week I have had professors in my graduate program 
(Doctor of Physical Therapy) compliment me on the quality of 
my writing. The primary formal training in writing I’ve had 
took place at AHA. I wanted to thank all of my AHA teachers 
for setting me up to succeed as I continue to pursue higher 
education.”

2010s
On December 17, 2016, AHA alumni Rachel Turbeville ’10 
and Sam Walczak ’10 returned to their alma mater and 
Room 2491 for a surprise marriage proposal by Sam! In 
high school Rachel and Sam were placed next to each 
other in English class through an assigned seating 
arrangement, and have been dating ever since. The two 
went on to study at St. Olaf College, both graduating 
summa cum laude. Today, Rachel works as an associate 
on the Mergers & Acquisitions Team at UnitedHealth 
Group, and Sam is a catastrophe modeler for the NY-based 
reinsurance brokerage firm Holborn. Rachel and Sam look 
back fondly on the years they spent at Holy Angels, 
developing lasting friendships and memories. Rachel and 
Sam look forward to continuing their future together! In on 
the surprise and the celebration were siblings Eric 
Turbeville ’08, Rachel Walczak ’09 and friend and fellow 
Starliner, Liz Johnston ’10.

Matthew Warmka ’18, Jack Warmka ’16, Will Warmka ’11, Allison Warmka ’12  
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Kourtney Lilke ’13, 
a student at Wartburg 
College, traveled with 
classmates to Nicaragua 
with an organization 
called El Porvenir. Much 
of the students’ time was 
spent building stoves and 
ovens for local residents. 
“Freshman year, I decided 
to add a leadership minor 
to my studies because I 
wanted to develop my 
leadership skills.” she said. 
“This lifetime adventure to 
lead and serve has helped 
me a great deal.”

Megan Nicklay ’13  
and her Washington 
University soccer 
team won the 2016 
Division III National 
Championship. Megan 
was named to the 
NCAA Championship 
All-Tournament team. 
Her senior class closed 
out a four-year career 
with a 72-10-7 record. 
Megan will graduate in 
the spring of 2017 and 
will be attending 
medical school.

Madelyn Haug ’13 (shown here at her 2016 Australia study 
abroad) has been accepted into the fall 2017 St. Catherine’s 
University Doctor of Physical Therapy Program. Maddie 
will graduate from the College of St. Benedict this spring with 
a degree in biology and is excited to pursue her dream of 
becoming a physical therapist. 

Gil Roscoe ’14 and Kyle 
Thomas ’14 are founders and 
co-presidents of the University of 
St. Thomas’s first Club Baseball 
team. They started the team to 
continue their love of baseball 
that began first in traveling 
baseball and continued as they 
played for AHA.

The team is part of the Midwest 
conference in the National Club 
Baseball Association (NCBA). 
They recently completed their first 
service project, volunteering at the 
Lymphoma Research Foundation’s 
Love to Find a Cure event at the 
Depot in Minneapolis.

Left, Sam Keis ’13 and Matt Bowlin ’13: Former Stars 
are now Augsburg football standouts! Congrats guys!

Center, Elliot Moen ’13 graduated from 
Loyola University in December, 2016 with 
a B.S. in criminal justice/criminology and 
Spanish language/literature, cum laude. 
He is currently enrolled in Loyola 
University Chicago’s graduate program 
seeking a master’s degree in criminal 
justice. As an undergrad, Elliot was public 
relations director, award auditor, and 
recruitment/social committee member of 
Sigma Chi Fraternity. Elliot’s fraternity 
sponsors Derby Days at Loyola, where 
they have helped to raise $150,000 to 
support The Huntsman Cancer Institute.

Right, Katie Workman ’13 graduated 
from the University of Nebraska in three 
and a half years, was an honor student 
every year and was the president of the 
communications club.

Class of ’13 Honors

If you are on Facebook, please consider liking the 
AHA Alumni Page. Great effort is made to post interesting 
pictures and useful updates. Our page is called “Academy 
of Holy Angels Alumni.” Like it today! 

https://www.facebook.com/AHAAlumniMN/
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Connor McGinnis ’15 is in his  
first year of Seminary. From 
Connor: “Seminary has been 
great. I am in the process of 
discerning what God wants me to 
do with my life. Perhaps the most 
distinctive thing about it is the joy 
and brotherhood that is present 
here. Over a hundred men all 
striving for the same admirable 
goal is very life-giving, and with Mass and a Holy Hour every 
day, one can stay very well-rooted. While God can call me to 
anything, it is looking like I will be a priest in some capacity.”

Congratulations to Sam 
Hedlund ’15, a student at the 
University of Vermont, who 
won the collegiate relay in the 
USA National Cyclocross 
champion ships. His team also won 
the team omnium, a combination 
of individual and relay. Sam is 
studying secondary education 
with a concentration in history. 
He will be racing for pro team 
Elite Endurance Pro Factory this 
summer, and will serve as president 
of UVM Cycling next year.

Tommy Kraus ’16 has earned a MCLA Division II 
Commanding Performance for his outstanding play in lacrosse 
at St. John’s University. Says Tommy’s coach Derek Daehn, 
“Tommy has as much talent as anyone in the country, but his 
best attribute is trying to make his teammates better and will 
do whatever it takes to help the team succeed.” 

Maddie DeGrace ’14 
and Clare Stadelman ’14 
were recently inducted into 
the St. Catherine-St. 
Thomas School of Social 
Work Chapter of the Phi 
Alpha Honor Society, 
which recognizes superior 
academic achievement, 
service, advancement in 
scholarship, and social 
justice while promoting 
humanitarian ideals. 
Maddie and Clare have 
been classmates since 
preschool at Blessed Trinity, 
Holy Angels and now UST. 

Claire Hogan ’15 helped create a Hoops for Haiti basketball 
tournament at Annunciation Parish in December 2016 to 
support Mission Haiti. With 14 teams competing, participants 
ranged in age from middle schoolers to middle agers. The 
profits went to maintain WiFi service at Coeur de Marie, a 
high school in Haiti.

AHA alumni pictured are: Guy Jacques ’13, Lucas Ciabattoni ’13, 
Nick Turner ’13 

Alumni Get-Together in Washington DC
Kelsey Shea ’10, 
Ann Kjorstad and 
Nora Conneely ’10 
were among the 
AHA alums who got 
together recently in 
DC.

Members of the Class of 2013 at the 2016 Alumni Hockey 
Games: Tony Haeg, Frankie Mork, Tucker Haffner, Mario Bianchi, 
Parker Loving, Ben Haeg.
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Every student benefits every day 
from gifts to the AHA Annual Fund!

Annual gifts support the equivalent of ALL of the following:

• Full salaries and benefits for 5 full-time teachers

• Advanced Placement courses and test prep for 
60 AP test takers

• College and career counseling services for 75 students

• Coaches, practice time, uniforms, and equipment for 
100+ players

• A full year of Faith Formation — Theology classes, 
retreats, liturgies and service opportunities — for nearly 
3 sections of students

• AND, scholarships and financial aid for 250 students 

So join 2,500 others and give today! academyofholyangels.org/donate

Contact Brian McCartan (bmccartan@ahastars.org, 612-798-2618) 
for more info or to make a pledge!

Help our students become Stars -- 
give to the AHA Annual Fund!

AHA thanks the Catholic Services Appeal 
Foundation for its support of our students
Students at Holy Angels receive financial support from many 
sources. Many students depend on scholarships, grants, and 
aid to meet the cost of an AHA education. Everyone in our 
community is grateful to the organizations and individuals who 
make it possible for these students to succeed.

One organization that consistently benefits AHA students 
is the Catholic Services Appeal Foundation. Each year, the 
Foundation provides need-based scholarships of $2,500 to 
about 25 AHA students. This support makes a huge difference 
to our students, and we are grateful for it. 

Throughout the Archdiocese as a whole, the Catholic Services 
Appeal Foundation raises funds annually for 17 Archdiocesan-
wide ministries. Catholic education is targeted to receive almost 
$2.5 million dollars this year. About $800,000 of that goes to 
320 need-based scholarships to Catholic high schools. 

“We very much need and appreciate the support we receive 
from the parent communities in our 14 Archdiocesan Catholic 
high schools,” says Greg Pulles, Foundation Board member and 
former AHA parent. “The parishes in our Archdiocese are now 
conducting the Annual Appeal, and we encourage every family to 
pledge. On behalf of the 200,000 people served by the CSAF, 
thank you!”

For more information about the Catholic Services 
Appeal foundation and the ministries it supports, visit 
www.csafspm.org. 

http://www.academyofholyangels.org/donate
mailto:bmccartan@ahastars.org
http://www.csafspm.org
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IN LOVING MEMORY. . .
Please help us remember and pray 
for those in our AHA community 
who have died. To have someone 
remembered, contact the Alumni Office 
at alumni@ahastars.org. We apologize 
for omissions due to lack of information 
or error.

ALUMNI

Sister Mary Diane Ackerman, OSC ’54 
(11/11/2016)

Mary “Mollie” Lillis Campbell ’53 
(1/21/2017)

Mary Long Cleary ’37, sister of Catherine 
Long Neitge ’41 (deceased) and Betty Long 
Hemp ’46 (deceased), mother of Patricia 
Cleary Stetler ’67, Mary Cleary Leibel ’61 and 
Elizabeth Cleary ’65 and aunt of Susan Neitge 
Kephart ’66 (10/26/2016)

Margaret Gamble ’65 (11/28/2016)

Kathleen Killian Klein ’63, sister of 
Geraldine Killian Carey ’56 (12/1/2016)

Jeanne Wotrang Leininger ’67, sister of 
Nancy Wotrang Christian ’64 (8/10/2016)

Sharon Christiansen Lepel ’76, sister of 
Kathleen Christiansen Patterson ’75 and 
Marcia Christiansen ’82 (11/8/2015)

Jean McMullen McInerny ’44, wife of 
Raymond McInerny (11/12/2016)

Maryann Dunleavy McKnight ’60, wife 
of James McKnight, sister of Kathryn 
Dunleavy ’65 and Roberta Dunleavy Paske ’68, 
mother of Sean (Brenda) McKnight ’85, 
Kathryn McKnight (Jeremy) Stobb ’87 
and Erin McKnight (John) Labossiere ’89 
(12/11/2016)

Marguerite Johnson Olson ’45, wife of 
Clifford Olson, sister of Virginia Johnson 
Shikany ’41 (deceased) and Maurine Johnson 
Derksen ’39 (deceased) (11/6/2016)

Carol Lewis Rymer ’56, sister of Paula Lewis 
Fox ’61 (10/30/2016)

Barbara Hartmann Slagle ’54, wife of 
Kenneth Slagle, sister of Susan Hartmann 
Heiskary ’72 and Jennie Hartmann 
Lorensen ’77 (12/11/2016)

Mary Lee “Marly” Whiting ’50 (11/3/2016)

COMMUNITY MEMBERS

Rita Bonanno, mother of staff member 
Lisa (Michael) Sackmaster, grandmother 
of Amanda Sackmaster ’14 and Megan 
Sackmaster ’15 (1/26/2017)

Edward Bovy, husband of Ellie Bovy, father 
of Kimberlee Bovy (Tom) Bluhm ’78 and 
Karen Bovy ’82 (11/21/2016)

Mimi Christensen, wife of Chuck Christensen, 
mother of Nicole Christensen ’92 (deceased) 
and mother-in-law of Michael Broveleit ’91 
(2/7/2017)

Fiora Corradetti Contino, mother of Rick 
(Susan) Contino, grandmother of Christina 
Contino ’05 (3/5/2017)

Clara Doble, wife of Wallace Doble, mother 
of Sandra Doble (Jarrett) Anderson ’87 and 
David (Ronda) Doble ’81 (9/23/2016)

Sybil Lois Feliciano, infant daughter of 
Meghan (Marrinan) Feliciano (’01) and 
Garrett Feliciano, sister of Josephine and 
Harlan Feliciano, niece of Patrick Marrinan ’04 
(6/30/2016)

Frank Holley, Jr., father of Megan Holley ’11 
(2/25/2016)

Paul Jaeger, husband of Jane Foley Jaeger ’53, 
brother of Yvonne Jaeger Lagrandeur ’44 
(deceased) and Marguerite Jaeger ’40 
(deceased), brother-in-law of Eileen Higley 
Foley ’52, mother of Mary Alice Jaeger 
(Todd) Larson ’78, Sarah Jaeger (Steve) 
Youngblood ’79, Amy Jaeger (Jim ’79) 
Clancy ’81, Kate Jaeger (Kevin )McMahon ’86, 
Joe Jaeger, Anne Jaeger ’89 and David (Betsy) 
Jaeger ’92 (12/10/2016)

Mary E. Jones, mother of staff member Jan 
(Paul) Nordstrom (1/3/2017)

Randy Jones, former coach (11/25/2016)

J. Byrne Keefe, father of Ben Keefe ’95, father-
in-law of Sarah Samson Keefe ’95, grandfather 
of Alice Keefe ’14 (9/2/16)

John Lawrow, husband of Peggy Lawrow, father 
of Mike (Mary Jo Larson ’76) Lawrow ’76 and 
Kathleen (Doug Hassman) Lawrow, grandfather 
of Donovan Lawrow ’09 and Kyra Lawrow-
Svedvik ’05 (2/26/2017)

Jacqueline Madden, mother of Joan 
Madden ’62, Julie Madden ’65, Peter 
(Mary Alice) Madden ’76 and Jacqueline 
(Lisa) Madden ’78 (7/9/2016)

Thomas McCoy, husband of Trudy McCoy, 
father of Matt (Zeny) McCoy, grandfather of 
Tommy McCoy ’17 (2/1/2017)

Francis McGoldrick, husband of Ginny 
McGoldrick, father of Mike (Susan) 
McGoldrick ’90, grandfather of Sarah 
McGoldrick ’16 and Thomas McGoldrick ’20 
(2/16/2017)

Glen Monahan, husband of Mary Monahan, 
father of Michael (Laura) Monahan ’88 and 
Patrick (Rochelle) Monahan ’91 (2/28/2017)

Regina “Genie” McComas Morelan, mother 
of staff member Ann (Jim) McComas-Bussa 
(3/4/2017)

Mark Ness, brother-in-law of staff member 
Randy (Kris) Nelson, uncle of Jacob Nelson ’16 
(12/28/2016)

Patricia “Patty” O’Brien, mother of James 
(Liz) Zahler ’04 and Maria Zahler ’08 
(11/19/2016)

Helen Olson, mother of Mary Fitzgerald ’65 
and Anne Fitzgerald (Walter) Thompson ’71, 
aunt of Susan Hames ’62 and Phyllis 
Hames ’69 (12/27/2016)

Roger Ott, father of Sarah (Kevin) Franklin, 
grandfather of Eleanor Franklin ’17 and 
Isabella Franklin ’19 (11/13/2016)

Phil Pinewski, husband of Marjorie Pinewski, 
father of Margaret (Gerald) Hanson, grand-
father of Elizabeth Hanson ’08, Nathan 
Hanson ’06, Catherine Hanson ’09 and 
Rebecca Hanson ’12 (4/18/2016)

Doris Posvic, mother of Susan (Rick) 
Contino, grandmother of Christina Contino ’05 
(1/3/2017)

Ann Sandvik, wife of Terry Sandvik, mother 
of Tom (Nikki) Sandvik ’83, Mary Sandvik 
(Travis) Anderson ’82 and Jane Sandvik 
(Jeff) Hurinenko ’85, grandmother of Kailin 
Hurinenko ’09, Jennifer Hurinenko ’10, 
Elizabeth Hurinenko ’15, Samuel Anderson ’19, 
Matthew Anderson ’19 and Megan 
Anderson ’20 (2/18/2017)

Donald Tomisak, father of Lisa (Phil) Radziej, 
grandfather of Meagan Radziej ’07 and Nolan 
Radziej ’11 (11/3/2016)

Juanita Williams, former staff (2/14/2017)
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Starfest is April 22!
Tickets are still available for 
AHA’s largest fundraiser!
Join 400 other parents, 
alumni, community members 
and faculty coming together 
in support of Catholic 
education. Starfest benefits all 
Academy of Holy Angels students 
by supporting academics, faith, service, financial aid, 
athletics, and the arts.

It’s not too late to purchase tickets for Starfest 2017. 
Enjoy an elegant dinner followed by an inspiring program 
and live auction. Exciting live auction items include 
a weekend in Chicago to see Hamilton and a luxury 
Bahamas getaway!

Purchase a full table at a discount; gather a group of 
your AHA friends together for a fun alumni night out!

Purchase tickets and get more detail at 
www.academyofholyangels.org/starfest.

Rock the Lawn 2017 is Friday, June 23
See pages 4-7 for more info about Rock the Lawn.

Homecoming and Activities 
Hall of Fame is September 29
See AHA website and Summer Communiqué for more details.

Memorial Services
Memorial services have become a special tradition at 
AHA. These services allow our community to gather in 
prayer and support for AHA families who have lost a 
loved one. All AHA alumni and community members are 
invited and encouraged to attend. To have a loved one 
remembered during the service please contact 
Sue DePauw at alumni@ahastars.org.

Our final Memorial Service is Friday, May 5, 2017 
at 7:15 am in the AHA Chapel.

2017 AHA Class Reunions
1957 At the Minikahda Club, Friday, June 9, 2017. Social at 11 am, 

Luncheon at noon. For more information contact Martie Glockner, 
mglockner@comcast.net

1962 At Rock the Lawn, June 23; look for the Class of 1962 tent on 
the lawn! For more information contact Pat McGruder Willette 
(grudie17@gmail.com) or Lois Johnson.

1967 Saturday, July 29, 2017, at Holy Angels. For more information 
contact ahaclassof1967@gmail.com

1977 At Rock the Lawn, June 23. Optional bike ride and golf outing on 
June 24. Connect with classmates at facebook.com/costars1977.  
Write to: costars1977@gmail.com for details.

1982 At Rock the Lawn, June 23. Look for the AHA Class of 1982 tent 
on the lawn! For more information, go to your class Facebook page 
(AHA Class of 1982).

1987 October 14 at the Radisson Blu Hotel in Minneapolis. For more 
information contact Sarah Moses, sarah@thepageantshop.net or 
Jeff James.

1992 Join us at Rock the Lawn, June 23, with an after-party at an 
establishment TBD. For more information contact Jaime Smith at 
jaimegsmith87@gmail.com or Pat Kelly, ptkelly3@gmail.com 

1997 July 29 at Elsie’s in NE Minneapolis. For more information contact 
Brian Marette at nairbetteram@hotmail.com

2002 At Rock the Lawn, June 23, look for the AHA Class of 2002 tent 
on the lawn! For more information contact Megan Kearney Scherf, 
mescherf@gmail.com

2007 At Rock the Lawn, June 23, look for the AHA Class of 2007 
tent on the lawn! For more information contact Vincent Kelly, 
vincent.kelly1988@gmail.com

2012 Plan TBD. For more information contact Lauren Gazich or Sarah Grey 
at lauren.gazich@gmail.com or sarahrgrey@gmail.com

Shoot for the Stars Golf Tournament 
Join us on Wednesday, June 14, for the annual Shoot 
for the Stars Golf Tournament at Deer Run Golf Club in 
Victoria, Minnesota.

Shoot for the Stars benefits AHA’s activities programs.

• 12:30 pm Shotgun start

• 5:30 pm Dinner and auction

Find sponsorship and registration information online at 
academyofholyangels.org/news-and-events/ 
shoot-for-the-stars-golf-tournament.html.

If your class having its 2017 Class Reunion at Rock the Lawn this 
summer, please register online early (by May 15 if at all possible) to 
give your reunion planners time to get things ready for your fun event!

http://www.academyofholyangels.org/starfest
mailto:grudie17@gmail.com
mailto:ahaclassof1967@gmail.com
mailto:sarah@thepageantshop.net
mailto:jaimegsmith87@gmail.com
mailto:ptkelly3@gmail.com
mailto:lauren.gazich@gmail.com
mailto:sarahrgrey@gmail.com
http://academyofholyangels.org/news-and-events/shoot-for-the-stars-golf-tournament.html
http://academyofholyangels.org/news-and-events/shoot-for-the-stars-golf-tournament.html


• Engineering at AHA: Future doctors, 
engineers, architects: check out our 
expanded STEM initiatives to include bio-
medical and environmental engineering, 
architecture, web design, robotics and fine 
arts. Close to 20% of last year’s seniors 
graduated with a STEM diploma!

• World Language Certificate & Seal: 
With Spanish, German, French and Chinese, 
our bilingual and multilingual students can 
showcase their unique skill set on their 
diploma and their transcript.

• Did you know that AHA partners with 
Richfield for GYMNASTICS? 68 sports and 
co-curriculars to choose from here at AHA!

New & Improved at AHA

Register Today for Summer Experience Camps!
Summer Experience offers learning and 
fun day camps for students in grades 
three to nine from June 12 to June 29. 
You’ll find camps for kids with interests 
in volleyball, dance, basketball, theater, 
table tennis, tennis, softball, football 
and more. All camps are scheduled in 
two-hour blocks so you can participate 
in more than one per day. Go to 
www.academyofholyangels.org/se17 
to learn more and register today!

The AHA community is known for our 
successful sports and co-curricular 
activities. Come be a part of our strong 
and caring team atmosphere this 
summer!

Future STARS – 
We invite you to Campus!

All sixth through eighth graders and transfer students and their 
families are invited to our Future STARS Information Night on 
Wednesday, May 24. The evening begins at 5:30 pm. Come and 
learn all about what AHA has to offer you! Then, stay for our 
Annual Spring Pops Concert at 7:00 pm that evening. RSVP 
on our website (go to www.academyofholyangels.org and click 
on Admissions and then on Visit.) Or contact Meg Angevine, 
mangevine@ahastars.org or 612-798-0764 for more information.

Registration Deadline is Monday, June 5

6600 Nicollet Avenue South 
Richfield, MN 55423

Getting too many Communiqués 
in your family?  
Contact alumni@ahastars.org 
to make address updates.
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Find us on:

Facebook: Academy of Holy Angels

Facebook: Academy of Holy Angels Alumni

Instagram: @academyofholyangels

Twitter: @aha_stars

Or the web: www.academyofholyangels.org
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