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The mission of the Academy of Holy Angels is to educate and nurture a diverse  
student population so that each student, as a whole person, may achieve  
full potential to excel intellectually, to live spiritually, to lead responsibly, to act  
justly and to serve selflessly.

SPRING
2014

It’s a winter tapestry at AHA
AHA’s theater department wrote a script called Minnesota Tapestry for its holiday season 
production. Tapestry truly is an appropriate word for this winter at Holy Angels. In this 
edition you’ll learn about the academic achievement, the sports, the honors and awards, 
the alumni news, and all the events that went into weaving that tapestry.

On our cover: (clockwise from top left) four students signed NCAA letters of intent 
cementing their college plans; skiers Sarah Skogmo and Sarah Frommelt went to state 
in alpine skiing; teacher Steve Werle regaled 
guests with stories about Elizabethan life during 
AHA’s King’s Dinner; Chinese students showed 
guests how to celebrate the New Year; the 
robotics team prepared for competition; 
AHA community members gathered in worship 
throughout the winter.

Read about AHA’s winter play Minnesota 
Tapestry on page 4 of this Communiqué.
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perspective By Julia Zappa

Service, compassion, 
camaraderie, and confidence
Julia Zappa is an AHA senior and a Richfield resident. 
She came to Holy Angels via St. Joseph’s Elementary and 
Our Lady of Grace Middle School.

Successful in academics and involved in many AHA 
activities, she is an articulate spokesperson for the school. 
Here’s her perspective on life at AHA:

I don’t know if you’ve noticed it, but Holy Angels looks 
a lot like Hogwarts. Being a huge Harry Potter fan, I was 
instantly excited when I visited AHA as an eighth grader. 
But as that first visit day went on, I fell in love with AHA 
for an entirely different reason. It was such a genuine place, 
and I could see the students were surrounded by people 
who really cared for and about one another. There was a 
culture of service, compassion, camaraderie and confidence.

As part of the AHA community, you are called to 
serve. It begins right away in ninth grade. Freshmen are 
mentored by a student from the Campus Ministry Team, 
who not only shows them the ins and outs of the school, 
but also involves them in a service project. As a senior, I still 
volunteer with six classmates at the Dorothy Day Center 
in St. Paul. It means we get up really early on a Saturday 
morning to cook breakfast for 200 homeless people. 

Another service opportunity that was available to me 
through AHA was this past summer when I traveled to 
Tanzania, Africa, with my AP Psychology teacher and 
soccer coach Dave Marshak. I spent two weeks in the 
Madala village teaching pre-school and assisting in a 
medical clinic.

But you don’t have to go to Africa or work on a service 
project to feel the compassion that is present at AHA. 

You feel it every day from the teachers, your classmates, 
and coaches. Compassion for others is just part of who we 
are and what others experience here.

Camaraderie is also part of the culture here 
at AHA. And to give you a slightly different perspective on 
the Holy Angels experience, I would like to tell you about 
my big brother Alex. Alex is two years older than me. 
Having dyslexia made learning difficult for him at times. 
What Alex really loved most was playing baseball for the 
Academy and being with his buddies on the team. Some of 
his fondest memories from high school were the trips the 
baseball team took to Texas for spring training. 

Those trips, and the academic help and the strong 
support he got from AHA teachers and coaches must have 
paid off, because Alex made the St. Mary’s University of 
Minnesota baseball team as a pitcher his freshman year. 
He’s competing in diving and track, and he’s on the dean’s 
list, too. 

At AHA, you will be pushed to achieve, and when 
you struggle to find confidence in yourself, you will find 
someone here to make sure you see in yourself what they 
see in you. Having decided halfway through the summer to 
drop AP Biology for the coming fall, I was surprised two 
weeks before the start of school to receive an e-mail from 
the AP Biology teacher Malia Lahr. Ms. Lahr had taken the 
time to talk with my past science teachers to see how I had 
performed and learned that I was interested in the medical 
field. She encouraged me to challenge myself and take her 
class. The challenging courses I have taken at Holy Angels 
will allow me to start college just a few credits shy of 
completing my freshmen year. My parents are elated. 

Not only are you pushed academically at Holy Angels, 
you are encouraged to become a better and 
stronger leader. As student body president this year, I am 
honored to represent our student body and work to make 
this the best experience for everyone who attends AHA. The 
confidence that teachers, coaches, and staff instill in students 
encourages them to venture farther than they think possible. 

Meet Julia Zappa
This edition’s Perspective author, Julia Zappa, is a lifelong 
Richfield resident and a Holy Angels senior. During her years 
at AHA, Julia has:

 Lettered in academics

 Been named to the National Honor Society

 Represented AHA at Girls State

 Competed in soccer and softball

 Participated in Student Government, Admissions Team, 
and theater.

Outside of school, she’s competed nationally with G* Team 
Snowboarding and been part of mission and service trips in 
Nicaragua and Tanzania.

“ There was a culture of service, compassion, 
camaraderie and confidence I felt on that 
first visit and have come to experience 
every day since.”

— Julia Zappa



Social Justice Club hosts 
“Tents of Witnesses” event
Recently, a group of AHA students came together 
to form a Social Justice Club with Social Studies 
Teacher Chris DeCrans and students Christina 
Meyer and Robby Carson leading the planning 
process. “I wanted to start a club like this after 
taking a two-week trip to Tanzania last summer 
to study governance, education, health care, and 
economics in the Global South,” DeCrans said. 
“We decided that this first year of the club will 
be devoted mostly to spreading awareness about 
issues such as human trafficking, Native American 
reservations, sweat-shop labor practices, torture, 
conflict minerals, child marriage/ female genital 
mutilation, and more. We really want to educate 
people, and get them interested in these topics, 
and eventually take action.” 

Among the group’s first projects was hosting 
a Tent of Witness: Genocide and Conflict event 
at AHA in late January. Tents set up in the 
Convocation Center featured stories of genocide 
against American Indians; during the Holocaust; 
and in Cambodia, Bosnia, Rwanda, and Congo. 
The traveling display is created by World without 
Genocide which is associated with the William 
Mitchell College of Law in St. Paul. The event 
also featured a keynote speech by Ellen J. 
Kennedy, Ph.D. Executive Director of World without 
Genocide, who talked about the Congo as today’s 
crisis in humanity.

AHA alum provides insights on torture 
for Contemporary World Affairs class
AHA always is grateful when alumni, parents, and community members come 
to school to serve as resources for student learning. One such person is Katie 
McMurray ’05. She volunteers for the Center for Victims of Torture. Early this 
winter, she spoke to Chris DeCrans’ Contemporary World Affairs classes on the 
use of torture in general, and on the U.S. use of torture in detention facilities 
around the world. She provided background on the use of torture, the U.S. 
perspective, and on the human impact of torture not just from the point of view 
of those tortured, but the torturer as well.

Katie McMurray earned a degree in political science from the College of St. 
Benedict. She studied international leadership at the University of St. Thomas. 
She works as a program assistant at Maestral International, a consulting firm 
that works to strengthen child welfare and protection systems  globally.

If you would like to volunteer as a speaker in a classroom, a mentor for a 
student, or a professional resource for a young alum, contact Carrie Carroll in 
the Alumni Office at ccarroll@academyofholyangels.org.

Katie McMurray 
’05 (second from 
right) spoke to 
an AHA World 
Affairs class this 
winter about the 
use of torture. 

Charlie Fox 
receives art award
AHA senior Charlie Fox received a 
2014 MSAA (Minnesota Scholastic 
Art Awards) Honorable Mention 
award during competition this 
winter. The awards are sponsored by 
the Art Educators of Minnesota. 

Charlie works primarily in a 
graphic novel style, creating images 
that tell a story with bold colors 
and unique characters. His medium 
is pen and ink, with markers. He 
is enrolled in AHA’s AP Studio 
Art Class. He hopes to attend the 
Minnesota College of Art and Design 
next year.

All Honorable Mentions works 
were displayed in the Perpich Gallery 
as part of the MSAA Gold and Silver 
Key Exhibition this winter.

Charlie Fox earned an award for his art 
from the Art Educators of Minnesota 
this winter.

“ The Tents of Witness exhibit opened 
my eyes and has let me see the 
world in a different way. Little did 
I know about genocides that have 
happened in the 20th Century. This 
new knowledge will make me become 
more aware about the products I buy 
and use and how that is contributing 
elsewhere in the world.”

– Cynthia Mathenge ’17

AROUND THE CAMPUS | Academics
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An update on AHA’s international student program
From Principal Heidi Foley

Did you know that during the 2013-14 year, 
we have fifteen students from China at AHA? 
Chinese students are the largest group of 
AHA’s international student population which 
has grown to 24 this year.

The Chinese students are transitioning well 
into AHA’s culture and academics. They are 
serious students, and many aspire to attend 
colleges and universities in the United States.

To help meet the needs of students studying 
at AHA, we have formed a committee of 
faculty who work with students. We have 
one section of English as a Second Language 
(ESL or ELL,) an AHA tutor for reading 
and writing, a counselor who works with 
admissions, and student liaison to help 
students integrate socially at AHA. LJ You, 
an ESL master’s degree candidate at the 
University of St. Thomas, is available to tutor 
students on a one-to-one basis after school. 
Ms. You’s first language is Mandarin.

In addition AHA is planning to offer a 
course in Mandarin Chinese open to all 
students beginning the 2014-15 school year.

Holy Spartan! They’re at it again!
This year, they need to build a robot that can pass and shoot a two-foot diameter 
exercise ball. That’s the challenge for the Holy Spartans Robotics Team and for 
everyone vying for success in this year’s FIRST Robotics competition. You can watch 
a video of the specifics at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oxp4dkMQ1Vo.

The Holy Spartans are aptly named — they’re a collaboration between Holy Angels 
and the Richfield High School Spartans. The team is coached by AHA Science 
Teacher Jason Hall.

The team spent the first couple of weeks of the season working on ideas for 
launching the ball. Some of the designs tested include: using an air powered ram, 
a set of flywheels, and a spring-loaded hammer. The team finally decided on a 

hammer that will be powered 
by motors to bump the ball 
into the air and now are 
working the rest of the robot.

But the Holy Spartans are 
not exclusively focused on 
competition. Read about their 
service efforts on page 7 of 
this Communiqué. Follow the 
team’s exploits on Facebook.

The Holy Spartans at work 
on their robotics competition 
project for 2014.

AHA celebrated Chinese New Year with its Chinese students during a dinner 
party this winter. The 28 dinner guests included international students, Student 
Government representatives, faculty, host families, and other guests. The Chinese 
students demonstrated dumpling making for the other students. Guests watched 
the annual New Year television variety show traditionally broadcast in China 
during the holiday.

Math STARS 
go to State!
The AHA Math STARS were 
invited to compete in the State 
math competitive event on March 
20 at South St. Paul High School. 
The team finished the regular 
season in third place in the Tri-
Metro division.

Representing AHA in the state 
meet were Jacob Nelson ’16, 
David Tran ’16, Grace Lomauro 
’14, Venessa Scott ’14, Yihun 
Cheng ’15, Geyu Chen ’15, Khoi 
Nguyen Hoang ’14, and Danny 
Pokorny ’15. Each participant 
competed in two individual events 
and worked together on a team 
event.

Jacob Nelson also participated 
in an invitational event. He was 
invited to compete because of his 
third place individual finish in the 
division during the regular season.

Academics | AROUND THE CAMPUS

SPRING 2014  COMMUNIQUÉ 3



Here are a few excerpts from the show:

Marlena Richardson,  
a First Nations story
My great-great-great-grandmother was 
a Seminole Native American who was a 
survivor of the trail of tears in Florida. 
My ancestors were some of the few who 
escaped this tragic event. In the 1830s she, 
her father, and brother escaped the forced 
migration by hiding in herds of buffalo. They ran many 
miles north with the buffalo until they were safe from the 
pale faces. These remarkable ancestors were the Dericksons. 
Most of my family’s stories are gone. They have been passed 
down orally through the years, so there is little proof of their 

existence. But the confirmation I need of them, I see in the 
image that stares back at me in the mirror. With that being 
said, my ancestors live on and will continue to do so in my 
heart and those of future generations.

Christina Meyer, the Irish  
Immigrants’ tale
In the late 1860s, my great-great-
grandparents (Joseph and Johanna Kane) 
lost their farm during the potato famine in 
Ireland. They were starving, and so they, 
along with Joseph’s brother and family, 
boarded a “coffin” ship, overcrowded 
with starving people that was going to New York. On the 
journey, seven of the family’s nineteen passengers died. When 

AHA’s Christmas show Minnesota Tapestry was a tale of who we all are and where we came from.

Minnesota Tapestry — a story of who we are
Every year, AHA stages a family-friendly holiday show. 
This year’s production, entitled Minnesota Tapestry, was not 
only for family it was about family — the AHA family and its 
roots. It was largely written by students themselves.

Director Gregg Sawyer explains how it came together. “I 
put out an announcement for students interested in creating 
and performing a play about Minnesota immigration.” He 
said. “I think 25 kids showed up, and we began the process. 

They researched their family histories, talked with parents, 
grandparents, great-grandparents, went on Ancestor.com 
and started sending me stories. They also submitted photos 
and documents which were used in projections.”

Not only was it a genuine and touching performance, 
it gave students a chance to learn about their families, 
how they got here, and what it took for them to become 
Americans. 

AROUND THE CAMPUS | Arts and Activities
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they reached Ellis Island, they were turned away due to an 
infestation of typhoid on the ship, so the ship’s captain sent 
them to Canada.

In Canada, they begged for food from French fur traders 
and Native Americans until they reached the Hudson River. 
The family used a little raft to float down the Hudson River 
to New York City. There, Joseph and his brother opened 
a bike shop. Twenty years later, Joseph’s sons William and 
John moved to Milwaukee and Chicago respectively. William 
Kane, my great grandfather, became a conductor on the 
Milwaukee Road. He and his wife, Florence, settled their 
family in Aberdeen, South Dakota. They had six children. 
Over the next few years they dealt with violence from the 
KKK, the Great Depression, and the draft in WWII. Stephen, 
my grandfather, married Patricia Burns in 1959 and also had 
six children. My mother, Julie, married my father, Donald 
Meyer in 1994 and had two children named Christina 
and Nicholas.

Abby Vigil, When you don’t 
travel on the Titanic
When he was a young man, about 16, my 
great-great grandfather came to America 
from Portugal. He had little money and 
took exhausting jobs for little pay. Two or 
three years later, he returned to Portugal. 
There he met my great-great grandmother, 

Marie. She was not yet 16. They were soon married. As a 
wedding gift, Marie’s father bought the couple first class tick-
ets for the Titanic. He wished a better life for them, which 
could be found in America. However, Marie, being poor, had 
nothing to wear for the extravagant feasts and social events 
that the people of first-class engaged in. So, she forced her 
father to return the gift. Instead, he sold the tickets to anoth-
er couple and got them tickets on the next ship to America, 
the Cricket.

Marc Fink, a story of bootleggers,  
the mob, and Jesse James
The last name ‘Fink’ is of German origin. 
At Ellis Island various members of my 
family were given new last names. So, 
the Fink family includes Finks, Funks, 
Langkamps (not sure where that came 
from) and Furys.

My people came over in 1870s from central Germany. 
They were tenant farmers there and eventually became 
farmers here, too. They came through Ellis Island and went 
on to Cincinnati and then moved to farm in Wisconsin.

My great-great grandfather sold moonshine for the 
Italian mob so that his family could eat during the Great 
Depression. Eventually he and his family made their way to 
Minnesota, settling on the farm near Northfield, Minnesota. 

When the infamous outlaw, Jesse James came to 
Northfield, my great-great grandpa was in town during the 
robbery. He grabbed his gun and shot at the gang. He then 

was part of the posse that followed the gang and caught the 
Younger brothers.

Rodolfo Sacta-Espinoza, about  
today’s new Americans
My mother came from Cuenca, Ecuador. 
She, her parents and her three siblings 
lived in a one room house, where it feels 
like summer all year long. At age nine, 
her family’s financial struggles caused her 
to leave school and work full time as a 
young girl.

My father, coming from a middle-class background, was 
able to finish high school. My parents married young; my 
mother was 14 and my father, 18. At first they lived with 
my grandmother in a house that she and my mother had 
purchased. It was there that my brother, Marcos, and my 
sister, Luz was born. 

My father traveled to the U.S. on a visitor’s visa and 
stayed with my uncle, who was a U.S. citizen. In 1991-1992 
he worked in Chicago, and soon made his way to Minnesota. 
The immigration act of 1990 assured him his stay and he 
became a permanent resident. In 1996, my father brought 
my mother and my sister to Minnesota. My brother, Marcos, 
had died earlier that year. 

I was born in 1996 and my brother David followed 
soon after.

My mother remains in awe of how different everything 
here is; from the cold and snow, to learning English after 
being a Spanish speaker her whole life, to the fact that every 
family here owns a car…or two, to the availability of jobs 
throughout the Minneapolis area; my mother has adapted to 
the many changes in her life and sees how much better life is 
for her family here in Minnesota.

On the horizon
Spring musical
 Join us for a rollicking good time (and maybe just a little 
old-fashioned scare) when Starlight Productions presents 
Jekyll and Hyde this spring. Performances are:

• April 12, April 25, May 2, and May 3 at 7 p.m.

• April 13 and April 27 at 4 p.m.

All in the AHA theater. Watch our website and call 
612-798-2651 for more information 

Don’t miss our spring Pops concert
Bands and choirs together for a lighthearted evening on 
Wednesday, May 21, at 7 p.m. in the AHA theater.

Arts and Activities | AROUND THE CAMPUS
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What have AHA students been doing this year? Here are some examples:

Volleyball team “serves up” basics for 
Russian orphanage
Over that past year, the AHA volleyball team has donated 
more than 30 boxes of essentials for young children in 
Russian orphanages. They also have made fleece blankets for 
children who reside there. 

The project is under the leadership of Jeanette Dubanoski, 
who founded Orphan Advocates International.

The Dubanoskis, AHA parents, have adopted two 
children — Anna and Alex — from Russia, and they know 
firsthand that children living in the orphanages often lack the 
basics — like warm clothing and shoes for the Russian winter. 

Older sister, Elli Dubanoski, a former member of the 
AHA volleyball team, is a strong advocate for the project — 
explaining to her teammates that the children they serve 
sometimes share winter coats and go outside in flip-flops 
during the winter.

“When we send them clothes, sometimes that’s the 
first time a kid’s had something that was only theirs,” 
she explained.

Boys basketball work 
at FOCUS is 
a ‘slam dunk’
Earlier this winter some 
30 members of the boys 
basketball team provided 
the food, prepared 
the meal, and served 
dinner to 130 guests at 
FOCUS Minnesota, an 
organization that provides 
food and clothing to 
families in need in the 
Minneapolis Phillips 
neighborhood. Ninth 
grade basketball coach 
James Purcell has been 
working with FOCUS for 
several years and helped 
facilitate the project.

Volleyball team members work on blankets for a Russian orphanage.

The boys basketball team served a meal at FOCUS.

This year AHA is focusing on service and servant leadership. 
This fall the school introduced a service requirement for 
graduation — starting with our current ninth graders, the class 
of 2017. During 2013-14, each ninth grader will be required 
to document at least 15 hours of service performed. Students 
can fulfill the majority of that requirement via activities in their 
Theology classes and by participating in service projects hosted 
by the AHA Campus Ministry Team.

Service Coordinator Paul Ruhland explains that as the 
service requirement for graduation is phased in, AHA will be 
phasing out its previous service lettering program — which 
allowed students to earn letters for the service they performed 
and documented.

A year of service and servant leadership
Angels Among Us — a day of service 
planned for May
Angels Among Us is the name chosen for an all-school service 
day scheduled for May 29. The day will be the culminating 
activity for the 2013-14 focus on service leadership. Plans are 
for the day to open with an all-school liturgy before students, 
staff, parents, alumni, and other volunteers venture into the 
community to participate in a number of service projects. 
Agencies interested in hosting volunteers should contact Paul 
Ruhland, pruhland@academyofholyangels.org. The day will end 
with a picnic on campus, closing prayer and reflection, and a 
keynote speaker. 

Math team finds the formula for helping 
other teams
It’s not all trig and calculus for the Math STARS! 
On January 30, the team members put down their graphing 
calculators to tie fleece blankets for St. Stephen’s through 
Towels for Teens of St. John’s parish.

Ninth graders make history by packing 
three million meals for FMSC
On Wednesday, February 5, the AHA ninth grade class 
participated in a mega-pack event for Feed My Starving 
Children with one of our partner schools, St. John the 
Baptist in Savage. The event took place at Shepherd of the 
Lake church in Prior Lake. Students packed more than three 
million meals — the largest such event in FMSC’s history.
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Dancers kick it up for Park Nicollet Inspire program
The AHA Starliners hosted the Catholic Dance 
Invitational held at Holy Angels on January 25. 
Participants included AHA, Benilde-St. Margaret, Holy 
Family, New Ulm Cathedral, St. Cloud Cathedral, and 
Totino-Grace.

 Each year, proceeds from the day are donated, and 
the host team choses the organization to receive the 
funds. This year’s theme was Dance to Inspire, and 
proceeds were directed toward the Park Nicollet 
“Inspire” program for survivors of stroke and brain 
injury. Denny DeNio, father of dance coach Nina 
DeNio ’01, and dancers Rebecca DeNio ’11, and 
Elizabeth DeNio ’14, attends the program after suffering 
a stroke. “The DeNios have been very important to our 
dance program for years. All three of their daughters 
have been team captains, and mom Chris has been a 
team parent for many years as well. And, of course, 
we’ve been grateful to have Nina return to become Head 
Coach,” said AHA Athletic Director Michael Kautzman. 
The family includes sons Denny ’96 and Drew ’98.

Members of the Holy Spartans Robotics team rehabbed 
electronics equipment to make it ready for families in need.

Future STARS get into the act, too.
AHA’s commitment to service extends even to eighth graders — our Future 
STARS. This year AHA Admissions incorporated service events in its activities 
for potential students. For example, during ’17 Friends Night in October, in 
addition to lots of food and football, eighth-grade guests participated in a lively 
discussion about their service efforts. The students honored Patrick O’Meara 
from Highland Catholic for his family’s project in support of the Lumen Christi 
parish Families Moving Forward program — because it showed the most value 
and dedication. They presented Patrick with a check for $500 — the money 
came from a portion of the evening’s registration fee — which he, in turn, gave 
to Families Moving Forward. 

In December, AHA challenged eighth graders to show their service spirit at our 
Starry Eyed Surprise evening, Eighth graders were asked to bring non-perishable 
and emergency relief kit supply items to support the efforts for the families 
ravaged by the hurricane in the Philippines. Along with AHA student leaders, 
more than 75 students from grade schools around the Twin Cities rallied to the 
cause, then spent part of their evening sorting, assembling, and packing.

Eighth grade 
visitors got in the 
act by donating 
household items 
for victims of the 
Philippine hurricane.

Because Denny DeNio (center) benefited from Park Nicollet’s Inspire program after his 
stroke, the AHA dance team — the Starliners — chose to donate the proceeds from their 
recent dance invitational to the Park Nicollet Inspire program. Denny DeNio is father of AHA 
dance coach Nina DeNio ’01 (far left), AHA alum and former dancer Rebecca DeNio ’11 
(second from left) and current AHA Starliner Elizabeth DeNio ’14 (far right.) Denny’s wife, 
and the girls’ mom, Chris DeNio (second from right), is AHA’s front office administrator and 
an active dance parent.  (AHA thanks Dave Hrbacek of the Catholic Spirit for this photo.)

“Geeky” project helps families in need
In December, AHA’s robotics team, the Holy 
Spartans, provided support for FreeGeek 
(http://freegeektwincities.org/) which is an 
electronics recycler. FreeGeek’s mission is 
to make sure electronic devices are being 
properly recycled and not ending up in landfills. 
FreeGeek also refurbishes computers with free 
operating systems, sells them at low cost (less 
than $50 usually), and provides information 
to low-income families about obtaining free or 
reduced-cost internet service. Holy Spartans is 
making plans to provide year-round support to 
Free Geek.

 | AROUND THE CAMPUSService
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AHA families are familiar 
with Dave Marshak as 
a social studies teacher 
and a soccer coach.

But, like many 
AHA staff and faculty 
members, he does lots 
of other creative and 
pretty surprising things 
during his free time.

For the past three 
years, Marshak has 
had a “second life” as 
a wildlife photographer, 
most recently with non-
governmental organizations working on conservation in 
East Africa. His photos are used for everything from 
awareness and fundraising publications, to websites, 
and even for research and animal identification. He has 
photographed wildlife in both Tanzania and Kenya, last 
December working in the Masai Mara Reserve in Kenya 
shooting for the Cheetah Conservation Fund and the David 
Sheldrick Wildlife Trust.

When all is said and done, what Marshak does in 
photography is not really so different from what he does 
teaching social studies in the classroom. “Conservation 
starts with awareness, and I feel that through photography 
I can share the wild places that I love so much, and that 
are so threatened. I think it is important to protect what 
has value and assist in any way possible those who 
would make it their life’s work. Caring for God’s creation 
is a central element of Catholic identity, and through my 
classroom, my expeditions, and my website I hope to live 
out this creed,” he said.

See more of Marshak’s work at www.davidjmarshak.com

Honors in Academics
These AHA students have been honored for 
academic achievement this winter.

Senior Grace Lomauro has been named a 
National Merit Scholarship finalist. She 
continues in competition for National Merit 
Scholarships to be awarded in the spring.

Jacob Nelson participated at the 
Harvard-MIT Math Tournament on 
February 22 at Harvard. He was part of 
the team from Minnesota. He also was 
AHA’s top-scoring MATH Stars student 
this season and placed third in the Tri-
Metro Division.

Sofia Boda, Miss Minnesota Junior Teen
Last June, Sofia Boda won the title of Miss Minnesota Junior Teen in the National American 
Miss pageant system. National American Miss is the country’s largest pageant system with 
over 60,000 competitors nationwide. The mission of National America Miss is to build 
confidence and leadership skills in young women from across the nation. Contestants are judged 
on community service, an eight-judge panel interview, public speaking, and a formal wear 
presentation. Sofia also competed in acting, talent, and casual wear modeling and won or placed 
in each of those categories.

In November, Sofia traveled to Anaheim, California, to participate in the National American 
Miss national pageant, which included over a thousand competitors in six age categories. 
Besides getting to know so many new friends from other states, Sofia had the honor of winning 
the National Talent Competition with her singing of a French aria from the opera Romeo and 
Juliet. In addition, she placed third in the nation in the acting competition.

Students sign NCAA letters of intent
This winter, four AHA seniors signed NCAA letters of 
intent to attend college and pursue their sports. They are football 
player Adam Hoffman, who will be attending Princeton; Connor 
McCarthy, who will be attending Minnesota State University at 
Moorhead to play football; Sam Turner, who will play lacrosse at 
Lynne University in Boca Raton, Florida; and Shannon Wynne, 
who will attend Concordia University in St. Paul and play soccer. 

Dave Marshak, international wildlife photographer
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“You can check out any time you 
like…but you can never leave.”
OK, the Eagles probably weren’t thinking about Holy 
Angels when they wrote the lyrics to Hotel California, 
but the number of people who return to roles at AHA 
once they’ve resigned or officially retired makes a 
positive statement about the strength 
of the school’s community.

Recently three familiar faces 
returned to leadership roles at AHA 
that they held before. Admissions 
Director Jesse Foley ’89, who 
previously coached basketball, is 
back as head boys basketball coach. 
Fred Wroge, who coached girls 
softball from 1991 to 2005, is 
returning to lead the girls team, and 
Gary Rufsvold, who served AHA as 
coach and athletic director, is using 
his leadership skills to work alongside 
the folks in the Development 
Department on their fundraising and 
promotional efforts. About a year 
ago Teacher Danny Woods ended his 
hiatus as girls basketball coach and is 
back at the helm. 

And there’s more. Retired teachers 
Rosalba Murray and Sister Jeanne 
Lieser are often on campus as 
substitute teachers. Since retiring, 
English teachers Kathy Hanley ’71 
and Kate Hanson have served AHA 
in a number of capacities from 
teaching, to mentoring, to technology 
consulting.Some examples of Dave Marshak’s work. 

Dave Marshak, international wildlife photographer

Jesse Foley

Gary Rufsvold 

Fred Wroge

SPORTS NEWS NOTES
AHA basketball players Kate Banovetz ’14 and 
Charlie Koontz ’14 hit the 1,000 point mark this winter.

Collin Larson ’15 won the MISSOTA conference diving 
championship and competed at state.

Jillian Christie ’15 skated with Team Braemar which 
earned the silver medal representing the United States as 
Team USA at the 2014 Spring Cup Synchronized Skating 
Competition in Milan, Italy, February 15-16.

The AHA Team Gold competition cheer squad competed 
in the WOW Sports Cheer and Dance Nationals in 
Minneapolis. They placed third in the small varsity 
D2 category.

The Starliners, AHA’s dance team, competed at state 
in both jazz and high-kick categories.

Sarah Skogmo ’14 and 
Sarah Frommelt competed 
in the state Alpine ski meet 
at Giant’s Ridge in February. 
It was Sarah Skogmo’s fourth 
trip to state in four years! 
Sarah Frommelt is an eighth 
grade student at St. John the 
Baptist School in Savage who 
competes for AHA in skiing.

Both boys and girls table 
tennis teams went to state.

AHA’s Starliners during 
state competition.

Student and Staff News | AROUND THE CAMPUS
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AHA honors those who serve school and community
On March 12 AHA honored 
its St. Joseph, Possumus, 
and Angelus Alumni Award 
recipients during a 
reception at the Radisson 
Blu Hotel in Bloomington. 
It also recognized lifetime 
giving honorees.

Here are profiles of the 
award winners:

Longtime AHA English Teacher Katherine Hanson 
is this year’s St. Joseph Award Recipient
The St. Joseph Award goes to a non-alumnus who has 
contributed significantly to the school community. Over 35 
years, Kate Hanson taught every conceivable English course at 
Holy Angels and helped develop and enhance many of them. 
She also served as Writing Across the Curriculum coordinator, 
clinical supervisor and mentor teacher, ACT test instructor, 
advisor to too many student organizations to name (including 
one year as croquet club supervisor!), English Department 
chair, supervisor of student teachers, and dean of instruction. 
Since her retirement in 2012, she has continued to serve AHA 
as a clinical supervisor and substitute teacher. She previously 
received AHA’s Mary Norris Lunde Award and the Staff Service 
and Dedication Award.

The Possumus Award honors those who help make AHA a vibrant place
The Possumus Award honors community members who 
have helped make Holy Angels thrive. The Greek word 
possumus means “We can,” and it is one of the mottos of 
the Sisters of St. Joseph. Here are this year’s Possumus 
Award winners:

Debbie Beck has served Holy Angels   
as Community Association chair, vice chair, 
and volunteer coordinator. She also chaired 
the senior party committee in 2010 and 
2012, co-chaired the mother/daughter and 
father/son banquets, coordinated 
volunteers for AHA’s 75th anniversary in 
2007 and has worked as a lunchroom and 
Starfest volunteer. She’s active with the Salvation Army (SA), 
serving on the advisory board and volunteering in a number 
of posts. She received the 2012 Volunteer of the Year award 
for the SA’s Harbor Lights homeless shelter in Minneapolis 
and was the Minnesota Timberwolves Star in the Making 
in 2011.

Katie and Kevin Conneely  
Katie has volunteered in the AHA 
College and Career Center and 
coordinated the mother/son and 
father/daughter dances. Kevin has 
served on the Board of Trustees and 
as a member of the Facilities and 
Governance committees. He also 
was a member of the AHA President Search Committee. 
Both were active members at Our Lady of Peace parish. In 
addition, Katie has been a volunteer with the Minneapolis 
Institute of Art, and participated in the Archdiocese of Saint 

Paul and Minneapolis Just Faith program for promoting social 
justice. Kevin chaired the Board Affairs Committee for the 
St. Paul Seminary and the Lawyers for Marriage group which 
supports the Church’s understanding of marriage. He also 
chairs the Ministerial Standards Board of the Archdiocese.

Tom and Mary Finnegan  
have served as team parents for 
numerous sports including 
basketball, football, and lacrosse. 
They have volunteered on, and 
chaired the Starfest committee, 
and Mary has chaired the 
mother-son dance and 
volunteered in the College and Career Center. They also have 
supported AHA’s Admissions Department by mentoring ninth 
graders and working with ninth-grade families. Mary also 
volunteers with the MS Society and at Our Lady of Grace 
Parish.

Rick and Ann Garland  
“Ann Garland is the most tireless 
advocate for Catholic education that I 
have ever known,” says AHA Office 
Administrator Chris DeNio. “Ann 
considers St Peter’s Parish, Blessed 
Trinity School and AHA to constitute 
the ‘Catholic Corner,’ and gives all the 
encouragement and support to AHA possible.

“Ann and Rick were involved in putting on the first 
Starfest, and worked on many Starfests to follow. They 
were active team parents for the dance team, and advocated 
effectively for AHA with the City of Richfield when the 
StarDome was built.”

AROUND THE CAMPUS | Community Awards
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AHA honors those who serve school and community
Joe Clubb ’79 is the Angelus Distinguished Alumni Award recipient.
The Angelus Award goes to an AHA graduate who has made 
significant contributions to the school and the community.

Joe Clubb serves as Administrator for Mental Health and 
Addiction Care and Department of Corrections patients for 
the HealthEast Care System in St. Paul, Minnesota. He is 
based at St. Joseph’s Hospital. He is the recipient of the 2012 
Leading with Faith award from the Archdiocese of Saint Paul 
and Minneapolis and the Catholic Spirit. He also is the 
recipient of the 2009 St. Joseph’s Hospital Leadership Award. 
He has served the metro area and the state of Minnesota 
in many leadership positions in the area of mental health, 
including work as a member of the board of the National 
Association for Mental Illness, a member of the Hennepin 
County Child Protection Task Force, the Minnesota Mental 
Health Alliance Leadership Board, and the St. Paul Mental 
Health Roundtable.

He is leading an interdisciplinary 
team at HealthEast to develop 
interventions which proactively treat 
delirium in hospitalized patients. This 
work has been recognized by the 
Minnesota Hospital Association and 
nationwide. It was recently featured 
in the Hospitalist magazine.

In addition to serving as an adjunct professor at the 
University of Minnesota, he is also an adjunct professor in 
the Department of Social Work for Augsburg College.

Joe and Anne Morris Clubb ’78 serve as liturgists and 
cantors for their parish, St. Leonard of Port Maurice 
Catholic Church in Minneapolis. Joe and Ann were soccer 
team parents and captain’s parents when their children were 
students at AHA.

NEWS FOR ALUMS
Reunions on the way
Plans are sent for the classes of ’64, ’84,  and ’99. See details below. 

• Class of ’64  It’s our time to celebrate our 50th reunion! Don’t miss 
this gathering of great women on Saturday September 
13, 2014, at the Hilton Double Tree. Social – 11 a.m.; 
luncheon – noon; after party at the home of Terry 
McMullan Holker hosted by the reunion planning 
committee. Watch for a formal invitation in June and 
join the Class of 1964 Holy Angels on Facebook.

• Class of ’84  We’re planning a reunion for homecoming weekend, 
September 26, 2014. 

• Class of ’99  Save the date for Saturday June 28 — more details 
to come this spring.

For all other class years ending in a 4 or a 9, planning is in progress. 
Watch your mail, email, and the AHA website for details. If you have 
questions or would like to be part of the planning, contact Carrie Carroll 
in the Alumni Office at ccarroll@academyofholyangels.org.

You, too, can be a servant leader for AHA
Be a mentor. Again this year the Theology Department 
is offering a course entitled Senior Theology Seminar. 
One important part of this course will be an opportunity 
for students to have a professional field experience 
or volunteer experience at a non-profit. The Theology 
Department is looking for alumni to serve mentors or hosts 
for student. These experiences will occur from April to 
mid-May. Students would work with mentors approximately 
one hour per week for six weeks. Students will be asked 
to identify what it means to be Christian in the workplace 
as well as observe and practice professional etiquette. 
Volunteers will be asked to give feedback to students, and 
communicate with Theology teachers. 

Join us on service day. AHA is planning an all-school 
service day on May 29. We’re calling the event Angels 
Among Us. Alumni are invited to be part of day! 

Contact Theology Teacher Paul Ruhland at 
pruhland@ahastars.org for more information on either 
opportunity.

Save the date for these events
• Starfest, Saturday, April 26. 

(See page 13 of this Communiqué for more)

• Shoot for the Stars Golf Tournament, Wednesday, June 18.
 The snow and cold will eventually give way to golf! Prepare 

for a beautiful day on the course, Wednesday, June 18, 

when AHA hosts its annual Shoot for the Stars golf tourney 
at Deer Run in Victoria, Minnesota. You can support the 
AHA activities program by playing in the tournament, 
sponsoring a hole, coming out for dinner and fellowship, 
and bidding in the live auction — which features a trip to 
Cabo San Lucas! Watch the AHA website and your e-mail 
for more information.

Community Awards | AROUND THE CAMPUS
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An update on our 
Campus Master Plan
In order to keep you informed, here’s a brief update of our 
Campus Master Planning process and the east lawn retail 
development opportunity we’re considering as part of the 
comprehensive plan. 

Two years ago, AHA leadership embarked on a strategic 
planning process to identify what Holy Angels needs to best 
serve its students — today and in the future. The process 
identified important elements required to meet those 
needs including an outstanding college prep curriculum, 
exceptional Catholic faith formation that cultivates a spirit 
of servant leadership, great co-curricular programs, increased 
financial support for students, and attention to our physical 
infrastructure including upgrades and repurposing of some 
facilities. 

In response to our realization that we needed to assess our 
buildings and other infrastructure, AHA instituted a Campus 
Master Plan process in the fall of 2012.

The Plan’s current status
While our Campus Master Plan work was underway, we 
received an offer from a developer to purchase two acres of 
the campus which borders on 66th Street and Nicollet Avenue. 
The offer of $5.675 million is about five times the property’s 
assessed value. That, and the fact that the developer also is 
willing to invest another $2 million in infrastructure (largely in 
roadways, landscaping, and more) represents an unprecedented 
infusion of resources in AHA and could significantly impact 
our ability to serve our students.

Last fall, AHA hosted a series of public meetings on the 
proposal and engaged school community, parents, alumni 
and neighbors.

Next steps
The Board of Trustees still is deliberating the retail develop-
ment offer. In doing so, it is considering input from the public 
meetings as well as legal and logistical considerations. Timing 
of the decision is yet to be determined, and no specific date 
has been set for the Board’s decision. If the Board approves the 
sale, this issue will then move to the city, which has its own 
process to complete. 

If you have questions
We understand that people want a voice in this matter. 
The best way to be heard by the Board of Trustees, who 
will ultimately make this decision, is to send questions, 
comments or concerns to school leadership or cmpquestions 
@academyofholyangels.org. 

AHA receives grant to upgrade athletic field
Hennepin County Youth Sports has awarded a $200,000 grant 
for upgrades to AHA’s southwest athletic field.

The project calls for the field to be converted to an all-season 
turf which will be sized and lined to accommodate multiple 
sports including baseball, softball, soccer, football, lacrosse, and 
more. It is estimated that the upgrades can increase use of the 
field by 500 percent.

In addition to providing space for AHA sports, the field is 
extensively used by the City of Richfield for its community 

athletic programs — especially during the summer months. 
Richfield had leased the field from AHA for that purpose since 
1999. The Minnesota Thunder Academy, Keliix Intra Soccer Club, 
and Blessed Trinity Catholic School also use the athletic field. 

The total cost of the upgrade project is about $1,375,000. 
Holy Angels will seek funding to pay for the portions of the work 
not funded by the grant.

The initial timeline calls for turf to be installed this summer, 
but that timeline is subject to change depending on funding.

Upgrading the southwest athletic field is a priority in AHA’s 
Campus Master Plan, which was introduced last year and is 
currently being refined. The Master Plan is a comprehensive 
document which addresses not only athletics but improved 
learning spaces, better traffic management, and efficient use of 
existing buildings, spaces, and facilities.

“We are excited about the potential to partner with the City of 
Richfield to enhance the Southwest Athletic Field. Currently there 
are many days in fall and spring when our field is unusable. This 
will insure student accessibility in addition to a safe and state-
of-the-art surface,” said AHA President Tom Shipley.

1 66th Street 
Entrance

2 Theater Lawn
3 School/Retail 

Entrance
4 Front Lawn
5 Front Entrance
6 Nicollet Entrance
7 Boiler Building
8 St. Peter’s Parking
9 Improved Junior 

Parking Lot
10 Southwest 

Athletic Fields
11 Quad
12 StarDome
13 Retail Options
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Starfest is Saturday, April 26, at AHA. It’s the school’s largest annual fundraiser. 
Proceeds benefit all our students! This year’s shining evening includes: a live auction, 
silent auction, raffle, games, dinner, and live music for dancing. 

You’re going to love the raffles! The first is a golf trip to Scotland for four people 
hosted by AHA Theater Director Gregg Sawyer. (Only 200 tickets to be sold.) 
The second raffle is a three-year lease on a new Honda Civic Coupe sponsored by 
Bloomington Richfield Honda. (Only 300 tickets to be sold.)

And you’ll be giddy about the live auction which includes a pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land and a week in Hawaii. 

The silent auction holds lots of surprises, tool! 

Dinner will be catered by Biaggis in Eden Prairie.

The Mark Miller Band will have everyone on the dance floor with music 
from the 70s, 80s, 90s, and today. Who doesn’t love The Eagles, The Beatles, 
The Doobie Brothers, Queen, and Heart? (The band includes two AHA parents, 
Beth Hansen and Susan Geitzenauer.)

You need to be there! Watch your mail, e-mail and the AHA website, 
www.academyofholyangels.org/starfest, for details.

Apr i l  26 ,  2014

SAVE the DATE

It’s
 Our

  Night to Shine
STARFEST

2014
ACADEMY OF HOLY ANGELS

STARFEST: An Evening with the Stars 
 Saturday, April 26

It’s our night to shine, and you’re invited!

Starfest live-auction parties — 
they can transport you to 
another world

The King’s Parlor Dinner hosted by King and Queen, AHA President Tom Shipley 
and his lady Beth, was a popular live-auction item at Starfest 2013.

And it more than lived up to expectations. Twenty guests, dressed in 
medieval attire, arrived at a transformed AHA parlor in mid-January 2014 for 
Elizabethan cuisine including turkey legs and ribs — eaten with the fingers, and 
much more. Ye Olde Taher Food Service catered the feast, and AHA Theater 
Director Gregg Sawyer played the role of jovial host.

AHA Social Studies Teacher Steve Werle created an air of royal refinement 
by offering insights into medieval and Holy Angels history, and a juggler from 
the Renaissance Festival offered more fun than any jester from Henry VIII’s 
court — and no one was at risk of losing their heads.

It was a great evening of fun — and fundraising —  for Holy Angels.
Who knows, something similar, or maybe even more exotic, might be in order 

for the 2014 Starfest live auction. Stay tuned!

AHA “king” President 
Tom Shipley and his lady 
Beth (left photo) hosted 
a gala King’s Dinner at 
school this winter. It was a 
live auction item from last 
spring’s Starfest. Among the 
lucky guests were Tim and 
Carrie Cleary (right photo). 
Live-auction offerings are 
great fun, and they raise 
funds to benefit our students.

Starfest | USING AND SHARING OUR RESOURCES
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About AHA’s memorial and honorary giving program
The Academy of Holy Angels provides donors an opportunity to remember 
individuals with a memorial or honorary gift.

· A memorial gift honors the life of a person who has died.
· An honorary gift recognizes a living person.

In making either kind of gift, donors can designate where the funds are 
to be used, or they can simply make an undesignated gift to the AHA 
Memorial Fund. The latter choice is most useful to the school. 

Families should inform the funeral home of their intention to request 
memorial gifts to Holy Angels. 

Gratitude acknowledgments will be sent to all donors. 
As part of its memorial program, AHA is scheduling quarterly prayer services 

in the school’s St. John the Evangelist Chapel and is inviting the family and 
friends of those community members who have died within that period of time. 

The Academy of Holy Angels expresses its gratitude for memorial gifts it has 
received recently in memory of:

John D. Banovetz by James and Audrey Banovetz

Shirley Scholz Boeser ’44 by 
Jean Scholz Mitchell ’44

Rose and Walter Carroll by Rosalyn Carroll Kraft ’56

Michael Cunniff by Timothy and Rebecca Waldeck

Anne Davy ’92 by Mark and Joan Davy

Donald DeMarce by Mary DeMarce

Virginia Swinburne De Nio by Quentin De Nio

Sharron Doyle ’56 by Ramona Nygaard Martin ’56

Mary Pat Dougherty Finley ’38 by 
William and Jeanne Dougherty

Andrew Fox ’94 by Sampson’s Painters, Inc.

Andrew Gaertner ’88 by JP Morgan Chase 
Foundation, Charles ’88 and Denise Musech

Elizabeth Roche Gorrilla ’32 by R. William Gorrilla

Jack Kawiecki by Gloria Kawiecki

William and Dorothy Kohler by 
James and Rayanne Nelson

JoAnne LaLonde by Richard LaLonde

Gerald W. Larson by Dave ’76 and Mary Jo Anding 
Bangasser ’76, Michael and Elizabeth Mueller, 
Gregory and Catherine Swanson

LaVerne Slagel Lewis ’48 by Gordon Lewis

Don Leyden by Arlene Leyden

Dominic and Patricia Margarit by 
Joseph and Patricia Margarit

Larry Matthews by Anonymous (1), Thomas and 
Shannon Allen, William and Lois Andersen, Ted 
and Elaine Bergman, William and Judith Bertrand, 
Helen Lamm Biedron ’55, Duane and Laurie 
Boeser, Eric and Ann Brocklin, Nancy Coffman 
Carlson ’73, Catholic Community Foundation, 
Mark and Joan Davy, Fred and Mary Ellen 
Denucci, Donald and Veronica Fashant, Victoria 
Young Goplin ’73, Jerome and Shari Grob, Harold 
and Lorraine Hassing, Curt and Sara Hoeppner, 
Joanne Maiers Isdahl ’81, Ronald and Mary 
Jelmo, Scott and Michelle DuPont Johnson ’80, 
Daniel and Marie Kell, George Kenealey, Julie 
Kerekes, Paul and Mary Pat Kurt, James and 
Jeanne Licari, Annette Margarit ’73, Greg ’77 
and Julie Margarit, Troy and Teresa Marusich, 
Keith and Deborah McCracken, Mary McKenna, 
Kerry and James Meyer ’82, Mark Meyer ’80, 
Jeanne Mielke ’71, Ronald and Sue Miklya, Philip 
and Rosalba Murray, Bill and Sylvia Newfield, 
Kimberly Ober, Paul Pasqua, Jeff and Tressa 
Patrias, Derek and Kari Pederson, Sr. Carolyn 

Puccio, CSJ, Jill and Patrick Reilly, Ross and Louise 
Rislove, Ellen Schuller, Thomas E. and Beth Anne 
Shipley, Craig and Deborah Sinning, Joel and 
Lizanne Terrio, Joanne and Ryan Terry, Doris Tracy, 
Mary Matthews Tracy ’87

Patricia Mary Granger Ogren ’55 by 
Sr. Eleanor Granger, OSF ’56

Mary Hadley Packard ’54 by James Packard

Joan Murphy Pride ’51 by Patrick and Arlene 
Langner Finley ’55 Evelyn and Kenneth Gudorf

Mary Jane Rundorff by Donna Shern

Margaret St. Aubin by 
Patricia St. Aubin Trapanese ’63

Michelle M. Nicklay Shaffer by 
Lon and Bobbi Black

Alice L. Schluter by Gloria Hagen ’61

Kay & Joe Schmidtlein by 
Dr. Rozanne Schmidtlein ’62

Anne M. Schumacher ’84 by Denise M. Perrizo-
Schumacher, Robert Schumacher

Teri Sullivan Anonymous (3,) Daniel and Theresa 
De Grace, Robert and Christine Hartman, Michael 
and Lisa Reilly, Michael Wise ’75 and Brenda 
Schieffert-Wise

Tim Sullivan ’78 by Mary Schmelz

Wayne A. Sullivan by Marianne Sullivan

Germaine Frey Welter ’34 by 
Helen Welter McDevitt ’68

Robert Wenhart by 
Thomas E. and Beth Anne Shipley

Elizabeth A Parthun Zetzman ’60 
by Wayne Zetzman 

Additional ways to support Holy Angels
Here are some additional ways you can support Holy Angels:

· Join our Legacy Society by naming AHA in your will or estate plan

· Register for our Shoot for the Stars Golf Tournament on June 18

· Participate in Give to the Max Day in the fall. Last November 250 donors 
pledged $160,000 to AHA during Minnesota’s Give to the Max Day. 
Thank you!

To learn more, contact Development Director Brian McCartan at 
bmccartan@academyofholyangels.org or 612-798-2618.
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1950s
Kathleen Finley Hanson ’59 writes, “My husband, Roger, 
passed away late in 2010, and now I find a smaller home fits 
my changed life. (She now lives in Monticello, Minnesota.) I 
continue to volunteer and fundraise for the MS Society and do 
community service projects as a member of the MN Telephone 
Pioneer organization. I became a Telephone Pioneer during my 
career with Qwest Communications, now known as 
CenturyLink. I recently cruised through the Panama Canal 
with forays into several countries. The big rush of the trip was 
zip lining over the rain forest of Costa Rica!”

1980s
Two 1984 classmates recently had books published. 
Jim Larranaga wrote In the Company of Wolves, a fiction 
thriller, and Kim Carlson Rooney authored Spiritual 
Two-By-Fours & Other Wake-Up Calls.

Christi Curtan Larsen ’86 recently started a new career as 
a financial representative for Country Financial.

1990s
Joe Schaffer ’90 competed in the Red Bull Crashed Ice 
downhill skating competition in St. Paul in February. It was 
his third year of competition. “I qualified by the skin of my 
teeth,” he said. “The competition is getting tougher — and a lot 
younger! And, yes, I was once again the oldest US competitor.”

Sarah Moore Johnson ’95 
and husband Jeremy Johnson 
announce the birth of their second 
child, Juliette Grace Johnson, who 
was born on August 14, 2013. 
She joins brother Jeremy James.

Juliette Grace Johnson

Matt Peterson ’97 has been honored as the Field Service 
Technician of the year by KARL STORZ Endoscopy America, 
a German medical device company that produces endoscopes 
and digital imaging and data archiving systems. Matt has 
worked for the company for seven years. His wife Hanna also 
works for the company. Matt and Hanna live in Prior Lake. 
They have a son Liam and are expecting a second child in 
early summer.

Memories of warmer days from the class of 1998. 
Debra May Olson ’98 sent this photo from the class reunion 
gatherings last July. The reunion was held at Stanley’s 
Northeast Bar Room.

From the reunion itself: (front row, left to right) DeLonn Crosby, Dave 
Sedgwick, Alex Blissenbach, Sarah Koncak Staab, Sarah Lahr Kuenle, 
Christine Hanson Kelash, Renee Favero Rasmussen, (back row) Derek 

Sillerud, Joe Palmersheim, Ann Ziegenbein, Melinda Martell Norris, 
Matt Kelash, Nick Loch, Debbie May Olson, Mary Adams Norris.

Jason Hoke ’89 and his wife Carla are working for Catholic 
Relief Services (CRS) in Haiti. Carla is a native of Peru. 
Jason has just taken on an appointment as Director of the 
Martissant Project, focused on rebuilding the Martissant 
district of Port-au-Prince following the 2010 earthquake. 

Carla is the Capacity, Strengthening, and Partnership 
Director for CRS in Haiti.

After AHA, Jason attended the University of Wisconsin, 
Madison, and then joined the Peace Corps serving in 
Uganda. Later he received a master’s degree in sustainable 
development at The School for International Training. After 
that he worked for several nongovernmental organizations 
over the years in Burundi and Uganda — where he oversaw 
education and food distribution programs in internal 
displacement camps. He also worked in Nepal and 
Chad — where he oversaw water purification and food 
programs in internal displacement camps.

Jason and Carla have two sons, Sebastian, 4, and 
Augustine, 2.

Jason and Carla Hoke and son Sebastian posed with other staff 
members during a 2010 retreat in Chad.

Matt Peterson and his wife Hanna at his awards ceremony

CLASS NOTES
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2000s
Leslee Aune ’01 married 
Matthew Wille at Incarnation 
Church in South Minneapolis 
on September 14, 2013. The 
day was very special to the 
both of them as it was six 
years to the day from their 
first date. Krystal Aune ’04 
served as the maid of honor. 
Leslee currently works for 
UnitedHealth Group as a 
quality analyst and team 
coach. Matthew is a contract 
liaison for the Veterans 
Administration hospital. The 
couple resides in Burnsville.

Leslee Aune and Matt Wille

Larry Fitzgerald ’01 was featured in the December 1 edition 
of the Arizona Republic. The story focused on his work at 
St. Vincent DePaul during Thanksgiving. Fitzgerald is a 
wide receiver for the Arizona Cardinals. Find the story at: 
http://www.azcentral.com/opinions/free/20131201fitzgerald-
embodies-humility.html

Ted (Edward) Margarit ’01 has joined Chartwell Capital 
Solutions as vice president. Prior to joining Chartwell, he 
was an investment banker in the consumer group at Harris 
Williams & Company. During his time there, Margarit advised 
companies in consumer products and services, food and 
beverage, and restaurant and retail. Ted also has experience 
in the middle market group at Lazard, Ltd., a leading global 
investment banking services provider. Preceding his investment 
banking career, he practiced law.

Margarit earned an MBA in corporate finance and real estate 
from the University of North Carolina’s Kenan-Flagler Business 
School, a law degree from the University of St. Thomas School 
of Law, and a bachelor of business administration in aviation 
management from the University of North Dakota.

In the fall Communiqué, we noted that Kyle Meyers ’01 
took 30th place in the Leadville 100 race. During 2013, he also 
competed in and won the War at Windrock, in Oliver Springs, 
Tennessee, a three-stage event which includes a four-mile trail 
run, 10K uphill climb, and 34K trail run. Kyle finished with a 

combined time of 5:03:40, more than an hour faster than the 
second-place finisher. Kyle lives in Lawrence, Kansas, and is 
co-owner of a race production company called Silverback 
Enterprises.

Allison Rufsvold ’02 and Brett Cadogan were married in 
May 2013 at the Minneapolis Institute of Art. Matrons 
of honor were Amy Ruff Howe ’01 and Addie Belfry 
Peterson ’02. Allison is a graduate of the University of 
St. Thomas and works as a marketing manager. Brett is a 
graduate of the University of Colorado and is a software 
consultant. The couple lives in South Minneapolis. Allison 
is the daughter of longtime AHA teacher, coach, and athletic 
director Gary Rufsvold. 

Allison Rufsvold and Brett Cadogan were married last May. 

Tyler Hawkins ’05 recently was promoted to senior analyst 
of asset management at Oak Grove Capital, which is a national 
commercial real estate lender owner/developer of affordable 
and market-rate apartments, senior housing, and healthcare. 
Tyler has worked at the firm since March 2012.

Kevin Poindexter ’06 recently returned to Minnesota from 
New Jersey to be the campaign political director for US Senate 
hopeful, Mike McFadden.

Chelsea Pettit ’10 was featured on the Minnesota Gopher 
sports website after she took ninth overall to lead the Gopher 
women’s cross country team to a second place team finish at 
the Tori Neubauer Invitational hosted by UW-La Crosse last 
October. “Chelsea Pettit had the best race of her career, bar 
none, between cross country and track,” head coach Sarah 
Hopkins said. Chelsea is majoring in chemical engineering. 
She has been named All Big Ten for academics each of the last 
three years.

Alana Christie ’12 skates for Miami University’s Senior Team, 
which represented Team USA at the Mozart Cup in Salzburg in 
January. (See news note about Alana’s sister Jillian ’15 on page 
9 of this Communiqué.)

Danny De Grace ’12 was one of the featured artists this 
winter in a show called The Logo Show at St. Norbert College 
in De Pere, Wisconsin.

Alumni, be sure to 
put these on your calendar!
· Plan now to be at Starfest, AHA’s annual gala on 

Saturday, April 26. It’s AHA’s biggest fundraiser, and 
it benefits all our students. See details on page 13 of 
this Communiqué.

· And sign up for our Shoot for the Stars golf tourney 
on June 18 at Deer Run in Victoria, Minnesota. 
Watch www.academyofholyangels.org for more details.

You also can learn more by contacting Carrie Carroll in 
our Alumni Office, ccarroll@academyofholyangels.org
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IN LOVING MEMORY. . .
Our goal in this column is to remember AHA alumni and friends who have died. To have 
someone remembered, contact Alumni and Constituent Relations Manager Carrie Carroll 
at 612-798-0775 or ccarroll@academyofholyangels.org. We apologize for omissions 
due to lack of information. 

ALUMNI

Caitlan Barton ’06, sister of Allison ’05 
(2/14/14)

Shirley Scholz Boeser ’44, mother of 
Suzanne B. Halpin ’69, Ann Boeser ’73, 
Rebecca B. Johander ’74, and Mary B. 
Schieffer ’79; sister of Elaine Breshnahan and 
Mary Ann Scholz Welter ’42 (dec.); grand-
mother of Ryan Johander ’03, Jessica Tormoen 
Rylander ’96 (7/1/13) 

Charlotte Nuessle Domeier ’45 (8/31/13)

Marc Engfer ’94 (12/29/13)

Diane Nelson Haag ’61 (10/25/13)

Dan Lickteig ’89, brother of Anthony ’85, 
John ’83, Paul ’93, and Tom ’82 (1/20/14)

Patty Lowy Maas ’57 (12/24/13) 

Linda “Annie” Harristhal Nistler ’67 
(12/24/13)

Sue Byrnes O’Gara ’61 (7/16/13)

Patricia Mary Granger Ogren ’55, sister of 
Eleanor Granger, OSF (8/17/13)

Julie Manning Schlesinger ’43 (2/27/13)

Mary Kuhl Tantzen ’52 (10/20/13)

Patricia Molloy Wilcox ’52 (2/2/13)

COMMUNITY MEMBERS:

Carl Bjorkstrand, husband of Joan; father of 
Mark and Dean ’86 and the grandfather of 
Jesse ’92 and James ’99 (1/27/14). 

Lester Boche, father of JoAnne Boche ’59 
and Leslie Boche ’67

Gerald W. Larson, grandparent to Kimberly 
Larson ’00, Amy Larson ’03, Rachel Plantier 
Backes ’03, and Jessica Block ’14 (12/2013)

Bill Kupka, grandfather of Brian ’06, 
Michael ’09, and Danny Cole ’10 (11/24/13)

Robert Karlson, father of retired AHA Science 
Teacher Mike Karlson

Emily Anne Kostik, Daughter of 
Chris Kostik ’91, (1/5/2014)

Larry Matthews, father of Pam M. Kerber 
’73, Joe ’76, John ’79, Mary M. Tracy ’87, 
Amy M Purintun ’89 and Jeff; grandfather 
of Paul Matthews ’05, Jason Matthews ’04, 
Alyssa Kerber ’08, and Natalie Kerber ’11 
(11/17/13)

George Mellon, husband of Deloris Mellon; 
father of Kathleen Mellon Shaw ’76, Mary 
Mellon Lynch ’78, Kevin Mellon, Laurie Mellon 
Schuur ’81, Nancy Mellon ’82, Barbara 
Mellon Beeson, and Peigi Mellon Enzler ’90, 
(6/16/13)

Catherine “Katie” McDermott Braun, sister 
of Dan McDermott, AHA maintenance team 
(7/2/2012) 

Ed McDermott, Father of Dan McDermott, 
AHA maintenance team (11/22/13)

Frank Puffer, father of Betty Ragaller and 
father-in-law of Board of Trustees member 
Steve Ragaller (2/2/13)

Joan Skogseth, grandmother of Sara 
Skogseth ’07 and Rachel Skogseth ’03 
(8/10/13)

Larry Matthews, thoughtful 
and generous friend of AHA
Larry Matthews died on November 17, 2013.

Matthews and his wife Barb sent five 
children through Holy Angels. One of their 
daughters, Pam Matthews Kerber ’73, is a 
current AHA Board of Trustees member. 
Four Matthews grandchildren also are 
AHA alumni. 

Larry served AHA in many ways — on 
the Board of Trustees, the Development 
Committee, the Legacy Society, and the 
Facilities Committee.

An engineer by profession, Matthews and two collaborators 
formed Zytec, a power supply company which won the 
Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award in 1991.

Larry was a devoted father and grandfather, coaching his 
kids’ baseball and basketball teams and attending every sporting 
event and activity in which his grandchildren participated. 
He also was a person of deep faith and a steadfast supporter 
of Catholic education. He was a humble, gentle, kind, and 
generous man who always appreciated an invitation to lunch, a 
good cup of coffee, and a nice stack of pancakes. 
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Caitlan C. Barton ’06 Scholarship established
The Academy of Holy Angels, along with her classmates, 
family, and friends, has established the Caitlan C. Barton 
Memorial Scholarship. Caitlin died in an accident this 
winter. This scholarship will provide financial support for 
students attending the Academy of Holy Angels.

Caitlan was a 2006 graduate of AHA. The most 
important things in her life were her faith, family, and 
friends. During her four years at Holy Angels she lettered 
in soccer, hockey cheerleading, theater, and music. She was 
an exemplary student. She was a member of the National 
Honor Society and cheerleading captain. She received 
the “Triple A” award for leadership in academics, arts, 
and athletics. She earned All-Conference and All-State 
Honorable Mention honors in soccer and was selected to 
be on the Minnesota All-State Soccer Team. She attended 
Carlson School of Business at the University of Minnesota, 
earning degrees in international business and marketing. 
She carried those skills into a bright and successful career 
as TSS Project Manager at Target.

Contributions to the memorial should be made to:
The Academy of Holy Angels 
6600 Nicollet Ave. So. 
Richfield, Minnesota 55423
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6600 Nicollet Avenue South 
Richfield, MN 55423

Parents: It is our intention to send 
one copy of the Communiqué per 
household. If you received multiple 
copies at this address, or if you want 
to give us a new address for an 
alumni son or daughter who no longer 
lives with you, please contact us at 
cunnasch@academyofholyangels.org. 
Thank you.
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Find us on Facebook: Academy of Holy Angels

Believe. Achieve.

That’s what we’re about at Holy Angels. 
It means: 

 We develop the 
moral leader in 
each student

 We do that 
by focusing on 
learning, achievement, 
leadership, and service

Learn more about 
what it means to
Believe and Achieve 
at Holy Angels
Come to our Spring Open House 
on Thursday, April 24, at 6 p.m.

★ Attend an opening program 
in our theater

★ Hear presentations by teachers 
about academics

★ Meet AHA students, teachers, 
coaches and administrators

★ Find out about AHA’s scholarship 
and work-study programs

Parents: Want to spend a morning at 
school? Mark Thursday, May 1, from 8 to 
9:30 a.m. on your calendars. That’s when 
parents can visit classrooms, see students 
and teachers in action, and take part in a 
question-and-answer session with staff.

Questions? Contact Jesse Foley at 
jfoley@academyofholyangels.org or Emily 
Dapper edapper@academyofholyangels.org.

Get your Summer Experience 
brochure today 
Summer Experience 
is AHA’s name for a whole 
series of summer day 
camps that area kids have 
been enjoying for more than 
three decades.

✹ This year, Summer 
Experience is in session 
June 16 through July 2

✹ Each year about 500 kids 
enjoy Summer Experience

✹ Summer Experience has 
great opportunities for kids 
from elementary school 
through junior high

✹ We offer camps in sports, 
arts, technology and more. 
It’s fun and learning all 
in one

✹ Summer Experience is 
organized so that many 
kids can register for both morning and afternoon camps —  
with supervision provided in between 

See our brochure online at www.academyofholyangels.org. 
(Click on Summer Experience on the left side of the home page.)

Sign up for Summer Experience today!




