  2010 AHA BASEBALL POLICIES AND PRACTICES

DEAR PLAYERS AND PARENTS

THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES REFLECT THE POLICIES OF THE AHA BASEBALL TEAM. IN ADDITION TO THESE POLICIES ALL SCHOOL POLICIES ARE ASSUMED TO BE COMPLIED TO.

· IT IS THE INTENT OF THE AHA BASEBALL PROGRAM TO DEVELOP GOOD STUDENT ATHLETES BOTH IN AND OUT OF THE CLASSROOM. THEREFORE, IN ADDITION TO THE SCHOOL POLICIES CONCERNING ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY, IT IS ALSO UP TO THE DISCRETION OF THE COACH IF THE STUDENT NEEDS TO TAKE DAYS OFF TO CATCH UP AND OR IMPROVE IN COURSE STUDIES AT AHA.

· PLAYING TIME IS UP TO THE DISCRETION OF THE INDIVIDUAL COACH ON WHATEVER LEVEL THEY ARE COACHING. HOWEVER, IT IS THE GENERAL PHILOSOPHY OF THE PROGRAM THAT PLAYING TIME IS DISTRIBUTED IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER:

FRESHMEN LEVEL: SIGNIFICANT PLAYING TIME FOR            

                                        ALL TEAM MEMBERS 

SOPHMORE LEVEL: PLAYING TIME FOR ALL EXCEPT 

                          SOME PLAYERS MAY BE AT OR NEAR 

                                        VARSITY LEVEL AND MAY RECEIVE

                                         MORE PLAYING TIME THAN OTHERS

 J.V. LEVEL              : PLAYING TIME FOR ALL EXCEPT 

                        SOME PLAYERS MAY BE AT OR NEAR 

                                       VARSITY LEVEL AND MAY RECEIVE

                                        MORE PLAYING TIME THAN OTHERS

.

VARSITY LEVEL      PLAYING TIME ENTIRELY UP TO THE 

                                       DISCRETION OF THE COACH

· EACH PLAYER IN THE PROGRAM IS TO CONDUCT THEMSELVES IN A MANNER CONSISTIENT WITH THE PHILOSOPHY AND RULES AT AHA. PLAYERS NOT COMPLYING WITH THESE RULES MAY FIND PLAYING TIME REDUCED FOR NON-COMPLIANCE. ANY ADDITIONAL SUSPENSIONS OTHER THAN SCHOOL ENFORCED SUSPENSIONS ARE UP TO THE DISCRETION OF THE COACH. IN SEVERE OR REPEATED CASES THE COACH WILL CONTACT THE PARENTS AND THE ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR.

MINNESOTA STATE HIGH SCHOOL LEAUGE RULES ALSO APPLY.

· IT IS EXPECTED THAT ALL PLAYERS ATTEND PRACTICE AND GAMES. ANY EXCEPTIONS TO THIS RULE MUST BE DISCUSSED BEFORE THE ABSENCE OCCURS. GAME TIME MAY BE LIMITED TO ANYONE VIOLATING THIS RULE.

· APPEARANCE IS IMPORTANT TO THE WHOLE PHILOSOPHY OF THE AHA BASEBALL PROGRAM. AHA BASEBALL PLAYERS ARE ASKED TO WEAR THE UNIFORMS WITH RESPECT AND CARE. PLAYERS SHOULD NOT WEAR THEIR UNIFORM IN ANY MANNER WHICH MIGHT DAMMAGE THE INTEGRITY OF THE PROGRAM. HENCE, PLAYING TIME MAY BE LIMITED TO THOSE NOT IN COMPLIANCE. SEVERETY OF THE PENALTY IS UP TO THE DISCRETION OF THE COACH.

· PERIODICALLY, PROBLEMS ARISE WITH PLAYERS AROUND MANY DIFFERENT ISSUES. PLAYERS ARE REQUESTED TO FIRST TALK DIRECTLY TO THEIR COACH ABOUT SUCH PROBLEMS. IT IS OUR PHILOSOPHY THAT PART OF GROWING UP IS LEARNING TO PROBLEM SOLVE AS YOUNG ADULTS. BY INSISTING ON THIS RULE WE CREATE A LEARNING ENVIRONMENT FOR THE ATHLETES. HOWEVER, AFTER THE STUDENT HAS COMMUNICATED DIRECTLY WITH THE COACH AND STILL IS NOT SATISFIED WITH THE RESULTS, ANY PARENT MAY FEEL FREE TO CALL THE HEAD COACH AND DISCUSS THE MATTER.*

· SEE PROCEDURES FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION AS PRINTED IN THE ACTIVITIES HANDBOOK

· MSHSL VIOLATIONS   PLEASE SEE ATTACHMENT(There are revisions to the school policies in 2009. Please read them!)
· IT IS ENCOURAGED BY THE AHA BASEBALL PROGRAM THAT AS FANS AND PARENTS YOU COME AND CHEER THE PLAYERS ON. HOWEVER, PLEASE REFRAIN FROM ABUSING OTHER TEAMS AND UMPIRES. THE MSHSL FROWNS UPON THIS TYPE OF CONDUCT AS DOES THE AHA COMMUNITY.

· LETTERING/AWARDS ON THE VARSITY LEVEL ARE ENTIRELY UP TO THE DISCRETION OF THE HEAD COACH. GENERALLY ALL PLAYERS MAKING THE VARSITY TEAM ARE DESERVING OF A VARSITY LETTER. THIS LETTER WILL BE AWARDED UNLESS OTHER TEAM POLICIES HAVE NOT BEEN ADHERED TO. AWARDS ARE GIVEN TO VARSITY PLAYERS AT THE SEASON ENDING BANQUET. THESE AWARDS ARE GIVEN BASED ON A TEAM VOTE. ALL CONFERENCE, ALL METRO AND ALL STATE NOMINATIONS ARE GIVEN AT THE DISCRETION OF THE HEAD COACH AND HIS STAFF.

· LETTERING II:  SOME PLAYERS MAY BE BROUGHT UP TO VARSITY ON A LIMITED BASIS. THIS MAY BE DUE TO INJURY OF A CURRENT VARSITY PLAYER OR ON A NEED BASIS BY THE VARSITY COACH. IF A PLAYER SPENDS ½ OR MORE OF THE SEASON WITH THE VARSITY TEAM CONSIDERATIONS FOR LETTERING WOULD BE THE SAME AS ANY OTHER VARSITY PLAYER.
· CAPTAINS ARE SELECTED BY A TEAM VOTE WITH THE HEAD COACH RESERVING THE RIGHT TO ADD A 3RD CAPTAIN WHEN NEEDED OR DESERVED.

· AS PLAYERS AND PARENTS YOU CAN BE PLACED INTO CIRCUMSTANCES WHERE YOU CAN BE CONSIDERED AGENTS OF THE SCHOOL. WHEN YOU GET INTO CONVERSATIONS ABOUT STUDENTS POSSIBLY ATTENDING AHA PLEASE REFER THEM TO THE ADMISSIONS OFFICE AT SCHOOL. RECRUITING IS A VERY SENSITIVE ISSUE AND BY DOING THIS YOU RELIEVE YOURSELF AND THE SCHOOL OF POSSIBLE MSHSL INFRACTIONS.

· VACATIONS:  THE VACATION SCHEDULE AT HOLY ANGELS HAS TRADITIONALLY BEEN SCHEDULED AROUND EASTER. MANY TIMES THERE IS A CONFLICT BETWEEN THIS AND BASEBALL PRACTICE/GAMES.BELOW AR LISTED THE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR SPRING BREAK AND VACATIONS:
1. FOR JV, B, AND 9TH GRADE THERE ARE NO PENALTIES FOR GOING ON A FAMILY VACATION.

2. FOR VARSITY PLAYERS LEAVING ON A FAMILY VACATION THERE IS A 2 GAME PENALTY UPON RETURN FROM THE VACATION.

3. FOR VARSITY PLAYERS GOING ON SPRING BREAK WITH FRIENDS ONLY THERE IS A 1 GAME SUSPENSION FOR EACH ACTIVITY DAY MISSED UPON RETURN.
THE RATIONALE FOR THE SUSPENSIONS IS TO FIND A BLANCE BETWEEN THOSE THAT STAY BEHIND TO PRACTICE AND NOT PREVENT PLAYERS GOING ON A FAMILY VACATION. VARSITY LEVEL PLAY IS A HIGHER COMMITMENT THAN JV, B, AND 9TH GRADE. THE GENERAL EXPECTATION IS THAT ALL PLAYERS ARE EXPECTED TO BE AT ALL PRACTICES AND GAMES.

I LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU DURING THE SEASON.

                                                                                                    THANKS,

                                               Jim Page
                                                                                                     COACH PAGE

